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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Bibliography and thesis research. Emphasis will be given to the formulation of the topic
and thesis proposal.

RATIONALE

This course should be taken after the student has enough background to decide on an
appropriate thesis topic. Usually it is taken in the spring (second) semester of the
student’s first year in the program. The course introduces the student to databases and
catalogs of print and electronic resources that will be helpful in the research required for
their other courses. It also provides assistance in scholarly writing and the scholarly
apparatus of formal writing, footnotes, and bibliography.

PREREQUISITE

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic
Course Catalog.

REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm

MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Through involvement in this course it is expected that the student will be able to:

A. Formulate a research topic that is suitable for a thesis.

B. Identify traditional and digital information sources relevant to your research topic.
C. Construct bibliographies in a style appropriate to the discipline

D. Evaluate sources critically.


http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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Design a thesis proposal for eventual presentation to a faculty committee.

(Note: Such a thesis proposal should identify your topic clearly, demonstrate your
understanding of the topic, forecast the structure of your argument, make effective
use of language, and cite an appropriate number of scholarly sources.)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS

A

Course Requirements Checklist: As the first activity in this course, please read the
syllabus and As the first activity in this course, please read the syllabus and
Student Expectations. After reading the syllabus and Student Expectations, the
student will then complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1.

Research Topic: A 1-paragraph statement of your proposed thesis topic. Include
the reasons you consider this to be a successful topic. This will also be presented
to the class on the Discussion Board for input. (MLO A)

Discussion Boards (3): Students will participate in the Discussion Board with
classmates and the instructor. For each forum, students must first read assigned
portions of the course texts and materials. Then they must thoroughly answer
questions on these sources in a thread of 400 words that demonstrates a grasp of
the content and stands up to scrutiny from others. The thread is due by 11:59 p.m.
(EST) on Thursday of the relevant modules/weeks. Also, students must reply to at
least two of their classmate’s threads in 200 words by 11:59 p.m. (EST) on
Sunday of the relevant modules/weeks. (MLO’s D)

Bibliography: A Turabian-style bibliography of a minimum of 20 works relevant
to your probable thesis topic. The listed works should include reference materials,
books, and journal articles. Citations should be arranged in alphabetical order.
(MLO’s B, C)

Outline & Works Cited: Initial detailed outline of your thesis proposal, including
a bibliography of at least 30 entries. Follow closely the guidelines contained in the
course materials, with a tentative outline of the thesis and chapter divisions.
(MLO B, C, D, E)

First Draft of Thesis Proposal: A fifteen-page first draft of your thesis proposal,
following Turabian style, including a bibliography of no less than 40 entries.
Follow the guidelines of the Graduate Studies Handbook and use Vyhmeister
chapters 5 and 20 as a general model. (MLO E)

Final Draft of Thesis Proposal: Final draft of the thesis proposal, including a
bibliography of at least 50 entries. Follow all guidelines carefully. (MLO E)

COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES
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Points
Course Check In 10
Research Topic 75
Discussion Boards (3 x 75 points) 225
Bibliography 100
Outline & Works Cited 150
First Draft of Thesis Proposal 200
Final Draft of Thesis Proposal 250
TOTAL 1010
Scale

A =940-1010 A-=920-939 B+ =900-919 B =860-899 B-=840-859
C+=820-839 C=780-819 C-=760-779 D+ =740-759 D =700-739
D- =680-699 F=0-679

Style Guidelines

All assignments for this course are to be formatted in accordance with the SoD
Writing Guide and the latest edition of the Turabian style manual (A Manual for
Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations). Discussion assignments
and essay examinations may use the parenthetical citation style. All other written
assignments should use the footnote citation style. Supplemental writing aids are
available via the Online Writing Center.

Extra Credit

No additional “for credit” assignments will be permitted beyond those given in the
course requirements stated above.

Course Changes

Course requirements are subject to change by the administration of the University
at any time with appropriate notice.

Disability Assistance

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s
Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@Iiberty.edu to
make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be
found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport

CALENDAR
See reading and assignment calendars above.
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Strunk, William, Jr. The Elements of Style, 4th ed. Revised by LI BE RTY
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Online

COURSE SCHEDULE

RTCH 680
Textbooks:  Badke, Research Strategies (2008)
Creswell, Research Design (2009)
Strunk & White, The EIEments of Style (2007)
Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations
(2007).
Vyhmeister, Quality Research Papers (2008)

WEEK/
MODULE READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS
Badke: ch. 1 Course Requirements Checklist 10
Creswell: chs. 1-3 (Module/Week 1)
1&2 L
Turabian: ch. 1
Vyhmeister: ch. 1 Introduction DB (Module/Week 1) 0
3&4 TE?:bkiZ:n'dc]:EZZ Research Topic (Module/Week 3) 75
L DB 1 (Module/Week 4) 75

Vyhmeister: chs. 2-4

Badke: chs. 3-7
5&6 Turabian: ch. 3 DB 2 (Module/Week 6) 75

Vyhmeister: ch. 5
Badke: chs. 8-9

7&8 Turabian: ch. 4 Bibliography (Module/Week 8) 100
Vyhmeister: chs. 6-10
Creswell: chs. 7-10
9&10 Viyhmeister: chs. 14-18 DB 3 (Module/Week 10) 75
Badke: ch. 10
Creswell: chs. 4 Outline & Works Cited
H&l2 Turabian: ch. 5 (Module/Week 12) 150
Vyhmeister: chs. 11
Stru%fszaﬁzélcﬁ-sﬁ 1.2 First Draft of Thesis Proposal
13& 14 Turabian: chs. 6-8 (Module/Week 14) 200
Vyhmeister: chs. 12-13, 19
Strunk & White: chs. 3-6 . .
L i Final Draft of Thesis Proposal
15&6 Turabian: chs. 9-14 (Module/Week 16) 250

Vyhmeister: ch. 20

ToTAL 1010

DB = Discussion Board RP = Research Paper
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NOTE: Each course week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (EST) and ends on Sunday night at 11:59 p.m.
(EST). The final week ends at 11:59 p.m. (EST) on Friday.
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