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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

PPOG 506 
INTRODUCTION TO GEOPOLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Introduction to Geopolitics and International Diplomacy will provide a Judeo-Christian perspective on 
international affairs; American foreign policy; international governments, groups, organizations and 
coalitions; sovereignty issues; the influence of Christianity and competing worldviews on the changing 
global arena; and the role of America in the world. 
 
RATIONALE 

The nuances and varieties of international politics require a broad overview introduction before finer 
points can be analyzed accurately. This course will provide such an overview along with key principles 
that can guide the student in the finer points of geopolitics. 
 
 

I. PREREQUISITE 
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 
Course Catalog. 

 
II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 
III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Microsoft Office 
 

IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Articulate an understanding of globalization. 

B. Explain issues relating to United States sovereignty, geopolitics, and foreign relations. 

C. Compare and contrast different perspectives on globalization and conflict. 

D. Describe major worldviews that compete in the global arena. 

E. Describe the major institutions within the American foreign policy system. 

F. Articulate a biblical worldview perspective toward foreign policy. 
 
  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will complete 
the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (5) 

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is required 
to create a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. Each thread must be 
250–300 words and demonstrate course-related knowledge. For Forums 1, 2, 4, and 5, the 
student must reply to at least 2 other classmates’ threads. Each reply must be at least 100 
words. 

D. Community Leaders Candidate Submission Assignment 
The student will submit the names and titles of the 2 people he/she will interview 
and then briefly mention why he/she selected those 2 people. The student may 
choose from local, state, national, and international figures with international 
experience in trade, military, international missions, foreign relations, or an 
international student or someone who is knowledgeable in any of those areas. 

E. Book Reviews (2) 
The student will write a 5–7-page critique (not including the title page and bibliography) 
on each of the following books: The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World 
Order (Book Review 1) and To End a War (Book Review 2). Each Book Review must 
include the following sections: introduction, summary, critique, personal response, and 
conclusion. The student must use 5–6 quotations from the book to support his/her claims 
and show at least 7 connections to a geopolitical framework. The student must refer to the 
rubric found in Blackboard for complete assignment requirements. The Book Reviews 
must be written following current Turabian format. 

F. Community Leaders Interview 

The student will conduct 2 interviews with individuals employed by an organization or 
community in geopolitics. Each interview must contain 10–15 questions and observe a 
30-minute maximum time limit. The student must record audio of both interviews for 
official transcription. Audio and written content must be a close match and include all 
parenthetical thoughts. The transcript must use current Turabian format. 

G. GAPS Analysis 

Political turbulence is a key factor for decision makers when considering entering, 
expanding, or terminating operations in a country or region. The student will select a 
country and work in a group that is formed by the instructor. The student will work with 
his/her classmates to understand and manage the political risks affecting: 

• The active social, political, cultural, and economic environment; 

• The political stability and sustainability structure; 

• Access to strategic human, natural, and economic skills and resources; 

• Access to allies and enemies; 

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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• Local and regional partnerships; 

• Supply chains and trade routes; and 

• Access to energy, commodities, and technology. 

Start early and work for a few weeks with your group. The GAPS Analysis must be 5–7 
pages and adhere to current Turabian format. 

H. SWOT Analysis 

The student will conduct a SWOT analysis by examining the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats of a country with issues separate from the chosen country in the 
GAPS analysis report. The student will use this analysis as an analytical technique to 
support strategic decisions. The student will then compare and contrast research results 
with his/her classmates’ results in the group discussion board area. The SWOT Analysis 
must be 5–7 pages, include at least 1 scholarly source per page, and adhere to current 
Turabian format. 

I. Policy Briefing Memo 

The student will write a Policy Briefing Memo that is a summary of facts pertaining to an 
issue and includes a suggested course of action. The student will gain the origin of the 
idea from the Friedman book. The paper will consist of a precise statement or set of 
instructions intended to inform another individual who may have solicited assistance to 
study and make recommendations on a matter. For example, an executive assistant may 
provide a briefing paper to a manager or chairperson for a board meeting. As the term 
suggests, briefing papers are short and succinct. Usually written in outline format, a 
briefing paper must be 1–3 pages. The student’s briefing paper must provide a summary 
of an issue, explain a situation that needs correcting, identify any political, cultural, 
social, and/or financial implications, and recommend a course of action, including 
arguments for and against the suggested action. At least 7 connections to a geopolitical 
framework must be communicated, and 5–6 references to the book must be included. The 
Policy Briefing Memo must follow current Turabian format. 

 
VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 
Discussion Board Forums (5 at 30 pts ea) 150 
Community Leaders Candidate Submission Assignment 25 
Book Reviews (2 at 100 pts ea) 200 
Community Leaders Interview 125 
GAPS Analysis 150 
SWOT Analysis 150 
Policy Briefing Memo 200 

Total 1010 
B. Scale 

A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 
C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 
D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 
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C. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s Office of 
Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to make arrangements 
for academic accommodations. Further information can be found at 
www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

  

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

PPOG 506 
Textbooks: Cohen, Geopolitics: The Geography of International Relations (2015). 
 Friedman, The Next 100 Years: A Forecast of the 21st Century (2009). 
 Holbrooke, To End a War (1998). 
 Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations—and the Remaking of World Order (2011). 

MODULE/
WEEK READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 
Cohen: chs. 1–3 

Huntington: Begin reading 
2 presentations 

Course Requirements Checklist 
Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

10 
0 

30 

2 
Cohen: chs. 4–5 

Huntington: Continue reading 
2 presentations 

DB Forum 2 
Community Leaders Candidate 

Submission Assignment 

30 
 

25 

3 

Cohen: chs. 6–7 
Huntington: Finish reading 

1 presentation 
1 website 

Book Review 1 100 

4 
Cohen: chs. 8–9 

Holbrooke: Begin reading 
1 presentation 

Community Leaders Interview 125 

5 
Cohen: chs. 10–11 

Holbrooke: Continue reading 
1 presentation 

GAPS Analysis 150 

6 
Cohen: chs. 12–13 

Holbrooke: Finish reading 
2 presentations 

DB Forum 3 
Book Review 2 

30 
100 

7 
Cohen: ch. 14 

Friedman: Begin reading 
1 presentation 

DB Forum 4 
SWOT Analysis 

30 
150 

8 Friedman: Finish reading 
1 presentation 

DB Forum 5 
Policy Briefing Memo 

30 
200 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 
 
 
NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday 

night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday. 
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