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and should not be used to purchase course materials.
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COURSE SYLLABUS

PLST 230
CRIMINAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURES

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will introduce the general principles, sources, and purpose of criminal law, including
the following doctrinal issues that apply to crimes in general: the act requirement, the mens rea
requirement, causation, liability for attempted crimes, accomplice liability, defenses, and
criminal code interpretation. The course will also introduce the limitations imposed on law
enforcement activities by the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution as
applied to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment. The course generally considers the
criminal justice process from investigation through arrest and initial court appearance.

RATIONALE

For anyone who desires to work in the paralegal field, knowledge of criminal law and procedure
is vital. Whether the goal is to work for a prosecutor or a criminal defense firm, students must
understand the principles of criminal law and procedure, including Constitutional guarantees.
Likewise, students seeking to enter this field must gain the necessary skills required in a law
office, including law office management, client interaction, and preparation of memos, briefs,
and other documents.

l. PREREQUISITE
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic
Course Catalog.
1. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm

1. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING

Computer with basic audio/video output equipment

B. Internet access (broadband recommended)
C. Blackboard recommended browsers
D. Microsoft Office
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MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A.

B.

Develop skills necessary to carefully read, analyze, synthesize, and communicate
with regard to criminal law.

Develop a general understanding of constitutional, common law, and statutory
principles of criminal law and the premises and policies on which they are based.

Develop the ability to apply principles of criminal law.

Recall and understand the key constitutional and common law principles of
criminal procedure and the premises and policies on which they are based.

Analyze factual scenarios and properly evaluate whether police officers or other
government agents have acted in accordance with the rules and principles of
criminal procedure.

Discuss rules and principles of criminal procedure in a manner that reflects
professional competence.

Evaluate and critique, from a Christian perspective, theories about how
government should deal with persons suspected of crimes.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS

A
B.

Textbook readings and lecture presentations.
Course Requirements Checklist

After reading the Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will complete the
related checklist found in Module/Week 1.

Discussion Board forums (3)

Discussion boards are collaborate learning experiences. Therefore, the student will
participate in three Discussion Board Forums. The student will post his or her
original thread of 300 words or more. The student must reply to at least two peers’
threads in 150 words or more.

News Article Reviews (2)

In Modules/Weeks 3 and 6, the student should submit a brief essay discussing a
current news article that pertains to a trial related to criminal practice or
procedure. News articles used for this assignment should come from the
newspaper, a news program, or some other reputable news source (either
traditional or online). Each essay should be no less than one page and no more
than two full pages double-spaced with 12-point font and one-inch margins. Full
citations for the articles should be provided as endnotes, and, if possible, the
article itself should be included with the submission (articles do not count towards
the total number of pages). Submissions over two pages will receive a reduction
in points.
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VI.

PLST 230 Course Syllabus

E. Elements of Crime Exercise (1)

The student will be given a factual scenario and a criminal law statute. The
student will break the criminal law statute into distinct elements and apply the
criminal law statute to the factual scenario.

F. Quizzes (7)

The student will take seven mindtap quizzes over the textbook readings
throughout the term. Each will be 22 questions. They will be open-book/open-
notes, and the student will have 60 minutes to complete the quiz. These will be
due by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Monday of the assigned module/week.

G. Learning Lab (1)

The student will complete the criminal law learning lab in Module 8. This
learning lab simulates a criminal law case from the beginning of the intake
process. The student will watch the learning lab video presentations and take
detailed notes and answer all learning lab questions in the module.

H. Memorandum of Law (1)

The student will complete a memorandum of law based on the scenario in the
learning lab. The memorandum of law will provide objective analysis of the
factual scenario presented in the learning lab.

COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES

A. Points
Course Requirements Checklist 10
Discussion Board forums (3 at 100 pts ea) 300
News Article Reviews (2 at 50 pts ea) 100
Elements of Crime Exerise 50
Learning Lab 100
Memorandum of Law 100
Quizzes (7 at 50 pts ea) 350
Total 1010
B. Scale

A =900-1010 B=800-899 C=700-799 D=600-699 F=0-599
C. Disability Assistance

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be
found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport.
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COURSE SCHEDULE
PLST 230
Textbook: Hall, Criminal Law and Procedure (2014).
MobuLE/ READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS
WEEK
Hall chs. 12 Course Requirements Checl_<I|st 10
2 presentations Clas_s Introductl_ons 0
Mind Tap Quiz 1 50
Hall chs. 3-4 DB Forum 1 100
1 presentation Mind Tap Quiz 2 50
Hall chs. 5-6 News Article Review 1 50
1 presentation Mind Tap Quiz 3 50
Hall chs. 7-8 Mind Tap Quiz 4 50
1 presentation Elements of Crime Exercise 50
Hall chs. 9-10 DB Forum 2 100
2 presentations Mind Tap Quiz 5 50
Halllcz::riiclli-lz News Article Review 2 50
1 presentation Mind Tap Quiz 6 50
Hall chs. 13-14 DB Forum 3 100
1 presentation Mind Tap Quiz 7 50
Hall chs. 15-16 Learning Lab 100
1 presentation Memorandum of Law 100
ToTAL 1010

DB = Discussion Board

NOTE: Each course module/week (except Module/Week 1) begins on Tuesday morning at
12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Monday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week
ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday.
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