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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

NURS 325 
NURSING CONCEPTS 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is designed to assist the registered nurse student through the transition between basic 

nursing preparation and a more advanced level of nursing practice. Focus is on concepts and 

issues related to the professional nurse, the nature and scope of professional nursing and selected 

theoretical models for nursing practice. 

 

RATIONALE 

The development of a theoretical basis for nursing practice is a hallmark of the education of 

baccalaureate-prepared nurses. 

 

 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic 

Course Catalog. 

 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 

registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Microsoft Word 

 

  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/index.cfm?PID=791
http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm
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IV. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Analyze current professional literature regarding developmental programs in the 

endorsement area. 

B. Discuss the Dreyfus Model of Skill Acquisition as it relates to the practice of 

professional nursing. 

C. Assess nursing practice according to the novice-to-expert continuum. 

D. Compare Benner’s Seven Domains of Nursing to current nursing practice. 

E. Reflect on the advanced beginner role as it relates to mentoring new graduate 

nurses. 

F. Care for other nurses, both novice and expert, based on a Christian worldview. 

 

V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 

B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 

complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (5) 

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student 

will create a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. Each 

thread must be at least 300 words and demonstrate course-related knowledge. In 

addition to the thread, the student will reply to at least 2 classmates’ threads. Each 

reply must be at least 200 words. Each thread and reply must incorporate at least 1 

citation from a scholarly source (published within the last 5 years) and a citation 

from the text in current APA format. 

D. Nursing Mentor Outline 

The student will write an outline for the Nursing Mentor Paper. The outline must 

include at least 2 research article references (published within the last 5 years) and 

at least 4 Scripture references. Current APA format must be used. 

E. Benner’s Seven Domains Chart 

The student will complete a chart describing Benner’s Seven Domains of Nursing 

and how each domain relates to practice. At least 1 reference must be included for 

each domain. Current APA format must be used. 

F. Nursing Mentor Paper 

The student will write a 750–1,000-word paper in current APA format examining 

nursing mentoring characteristics and formulating a plan for becoming a mentor 

or mentee. The paper must include at least 3 research article references (published 

within the last 5 years) and at least 4 Scripture references. 

http://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=18202&printpage=y
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G. APA Quizzes (5) 

The student will complete 5 short APA quizzes during the course to help re-

inforce APA skills learned in NURS 220. The skills will be necessary for written 

assignment completion in this and future courses. Scores are based on completion 

and have an unlimited amount of attempts. 

 

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points 

Course Requirements Checklist 10 

Discussion Board Forums (5 at 90 pts ea) 450 

Nursing Mentor Outline 

Benner’s Seven Domains Chart 

100 

150 

Nursing Mentor Paper 250 

APA Quizzes (5 at 10 pts ea) 50 

Total 1010 

B. Scale 

A = 900–1010   B = 800–899   C = 700–799   D = 600–699   F = 0–599 

C. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s 

Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 

make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 

found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 

mailto:LUOODAS@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

NURS 325 

Textbook: Benner, From Novice to Expert (2001). 

MODULE/

WEEK 
READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

1 
Benner: chs. 1–3 

3 presentations 

Course Requirements Checklist 

Class Introductions 

DB Forum 1 

10 

0 

90 

2 
Benner: ch. 4 

2 presentations 

DB Forum 2 

APA Quiz: Title Page 

90 

10 

3 
Benner: ch. 5 

2 presentations 

DB Forum 3 

APA Quiz: Reference Page 

90 

10 

4 
Benner: ch. 6 

1 presentation 

Nursing Mentor Outline 

APA Quiz: Outline 

100 

10 

5 
Benner: ch. 7 

1 presentation 

DB Forum 4 

APA Quiz: Abstract 

90 

10 

6 
Benner: ch. 8 

1 presentation 
Benner’s Seven Domains Chart 150 

7 

Benner: ch. 9 

1 presentation 

1 website 

DB Forum 5 

APA Quiz: Body of Paper 

90 

10 

8 
Benner: ch. 10 

3 presentations 
Nursing Mentor Paper 250 

TOTAL 1010 

DB = Discussion Board 

 

 

NOTE: Each course module/week (except Module/Week 1) begins on Tuesday morning at 12:00 a.m. 

(ET) and ends on Monday night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. 

(ET) on Friday. 

 


