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COURSE SYLLABUS

APOL 500
INTRODUCTION TO APOLOGETICS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course surveys the basic issues in apologetics such as apologetic method, the biblical basis
for apologetics, and the relationship between faith and reason. Then it turns to consideration of
various apologetic issues, including the inerrancy of the Bible, the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
and the existence of God. Finally, the student will be exposed to major worldviews extant today
and will consider responses to modern apologetic challenges to Christianity, such as
postmodernism, and religious pluralism.

RATIONALE

Scripture states, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense
to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Pet.
3:15 [NKJV]). Throughout this course, the student will be equipped with different methodologies
and approaches to apologetics which will give him/her a foundation for defense in the face of
various worldviews and religions.

I.  PREREQUISITE
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic
Course Catalog.

Il. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm

1. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING

Computer with basic audio/video output equipment

w

Internet access (broadband recommended)
C. Blackboard recommended browsers

D. Microsoft Office

V. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
A. Relate the issues of the inerrancy and trustworthiness of Scripture to apologetics.
B. Defend the deity and resurrection of Jesus Christ against the claims of skeptics.
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Defend the concept of absolute truth against the claims of epistemic relativists,
including postmodernists.

Articulate the distinction between different apologetic methods.
Defend the exclusivity of Jesus Christ against pluralism and inclusivism.
Discuss the nature of the apologetic task and the biblical basis for apologetics.

Appraise the arguments for the existence of God through a critical response to
challenges to Christian theism.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS

A
B.

Textbook readings and lecture presentations
Course Requirements Checklist

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will
complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1.

Discussion Board Forums (4)

Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is
required to provide a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum.
Each thread must be at least 400 words and demonstrate course-related
knowledge. In addition to the thread, the student is required to reply to 2
classmates’ threads. Each reply must be at least 200 words.

Book Summary and Critique

The student will write a 4-6-page book critique in current Turabian and LUSD
formats. The Book Summary and Critique must include a summary of the main
ideas and themes as well as a critique.

Apologetics Application Paper

The student will evaluate a non-Christian worldview and provide a defense of
Christianity in light of that worldview. The paper must demonstrate a working
knowledge of the assigned course readings as well as outside research on the
chosen topic. The student will complete the paper in 3 parts. The paper will be
written in current Turabian and LUSD formats.

Part 1 and Part 2

Parts 1 and 2 are designed to help the student develop a final paper that meets the
requirements stated in the instructions and that accomplishes the academic goals.
Each of these two parts will be submitted using the submission forms provided in
Blackboard, and include the preliminary ideas and content required on those
forms.

Final

The final paper will combine all the fully developed elements from Parts 1 and 2
in proper formatting. This final version of the paper will be 10-13 pages of
content.
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F. Exams (4)

Each exam will cover the Reading & Study material from the assigned
modules/weeks. Each exam will be open-book/open-notes, contain 29-30
multiple-choice and true/false questions and/or 1 essay question, and have a 1-
hour and 30-minute time limit. Each module/week, you will also have an
opportunity to take an optional self-check quiz in preparation for the course
exams; this will have no effect on your final grade.

VI. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES
A Points
Course Requirements Checklist 10
Discussion Board Forums (4 at 75 pts ea) 300
Book Summary and Critique 100
Apologetics Application Paper
Part 1 80
Part 2 100
Final 180
Exams (4 at 60 pts ea) 240
Total 1010
B. Scale

A =940-1010 A-=920-939 B+=900-919 B =860-899 B-=840-859
C+=820-839 C=780-819 C-=760-779 D+=740-759 D =700-739

D- =680-699 F=0-679

C. Style Guidelines

All assignments for this course are to be formatted in accordance with the LUSD
Writing Guide and the latest edition of the Turabian style manual (A Manual for
Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations). Discussion assignments
and essay examinations may use the parenthetical citation style. All other written

assignments should use the footnote citation style. Supplemental writing aids are
available via the Online Writing Center.

D. Extra Credit

No additional “for credit” assignments will be permitted beyond those given in the
course requirements stated above.

E. Course Changes

Course requirements are subject to change by the administration of the University
at any time with appropriate notice.
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Disability Assistance

Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online’s
Office of Disability Accommodation Support (ODAS) at
LUOODAS@liberty.edu to make arrangements for academic accommodations.
Further information can be found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport.

If you have a complaint related to disability discrimination or an accommodation
that was not provided, you may contact ODAS or the Office of Equity and
Compliance by phone at (434) 592-4999 or by email

at equityandcompliance@liberty.edu. Click to see a full copy of

Liberty’s Discrimination, Harassment, and Sexual Misconduct Policy or

the Student Disability Grievance Policy and Procedures.
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Textbooks: Beilby, Thinking About Christian Apologetics (2011).
Bush, The Advancement (2003).
Groothuis, Christian Apologetics (2011).

MoDULE/
WEEK READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS
_— Course Requirements Checklist 10
Beilby: (.:hs' 1-3 Class Introductions 0
1 Groothuis: chs. 1-2
1 presentation DB Forum 1 »
P Self-Check Quiz 1 0
Beilby: chs. 4-7 i
2 2 presentations Self-Check Quiz 2 0
. Exam 1 60
1 website
Bush: chs. 1-3 DB Forum 2 75
3 Groothuis: chs. 3-9 Apologetics Application Paper — Part 1 80
1 presentation Self-Check Quiz 3 0
Bush: chs. 4-6 i
4 Groothuis: chs. 23-24 Self-Check Quiz 4 0
. Exam 2 60
1 presentation
Bush: chs. 7-8
. . DB Forum 3 75
5 Groothm;. ch. 25, Appendlx 1-2 Apologetics Application Paper — Part 2 100
presentations )
. Self-Check Quiz 5 0
2 websites
Groothuis: chs. 10-14 Book Summary and Critique 100
6 1 presentation Self-Check Quiz 6 0
1 website Exam 3 60
| e o8 Fons |75
1 website Self-Check Quiz 7 0
Groothuis: chs. 15-19, 26 Apologetics Application Paper — Final 180
8 1 presentation Self-Check Quiz 8 0
1 website Exam 4 60
TOTAL 1010

DB = Discussion Board

NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday
night at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday.
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