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 COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

COUC 730 
ISSUES IN INTEGRATION 
 
Course Description: 
Current trends and themes in integration literature are reviewed.  Special emphasis is given to 
current philosophical, theological, and psychological bases of integration, models of integration, 
and future themes. 

 
Rationale: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to various issues related to the integration of 
religious belief and professional counseling. Dominant and current integration models are 
examined along with other significant topics related to Christian integration. Students are 
challenged to think critically concerning the advantages and disadvantages of each model and the 
impact of each issue discussed, and then develop their own integration model for practice.  

 
Method of Instruction: This course is delivered using an intensive format. Students attend 36-40 
hours of classroom-based instruction at our campus in Lynchburg. In addition to the one week of 
class time, students are expected to complete additional work online both pre and post intensive 
over the duration of this 16-week course. 
 

I. PREREQUISITE 
For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic Course 
Catalog. 
 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 
Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 

III. MEASURABLE PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Below you will find the learning outcomes specifically designed for this course, followed 
by the program learning outcomes for Liberty’s Ph.D. in Counselor Education and 
Supervision Program.  

 
A. The student will be able to critically analyze and evaluate scholarly research, develop 

and implement research designs, and produce scholarly reports that disseminate findings 
to the profession of counseling. (PLO #3) Measured by assignments: VI.B, D, F, H, I    

B. The student will be able to critically analyze, evaluate, and synthesize a broad range of 
counseling theories, with an advanced understanding of psychopathology, to inform case 
conceptualization and deliver and evaluate evidence-based interventions across diverse 
populations and settings. (PLO #4) Measured by assignments: VI. B, H, I 

C. The student will be able to integrate faith and spirituality into counselor education in an 
ethical manner (PLO #6) Measured by assignments: VI.A, B, D, F, G, H, I 
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IV. COUC 730 Student Learning Outcomes 
This course is designed to meet the requirement that students in Ph.D. Counselor Education and 
Supervision program demonstrate competence in five doctoral competencies.  

 
Matrix of CACREP Doctoral Competencies 

 

 
 
 
V. Course Requirements and Assignments.   

 
PRE-INTENSIVE ASSIGNMENTS: 

A. Discussion Board Posts (100 Points)  
I want this class to be meaningful and practical for you. Because of this, coming to the 
intensive prepared is essential. You will complete a discussion board prompt the week 
before the intensive. In this posting, you will analyze and apply the readings as well as 
interact with your classmates as you discuss the role of advocacy in counseling and 
counselor education. I will monitor the discussion and chime in as appropriate. This 
assignment is so essential that it must be completed before the class begins on 
Monday of intensive week or you may not attend the intensive.  This includes 

Counseling   

B.1.a.  scholarly examination of theories 
relevant to counseling  

Christian Integration in Counseling, Participation , 
Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique, Personal 
Model of Integration Paper 

B.1.b. integration of theories relevant to 
counseling  

Discussion Board, Christian Integration in Counseling 
paper,  Participation; Teaching Session/Presentation, 
Spiritual Genogram, Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention 
Critique, Personal Model of Integration  

B.1.c. conceptualization of clients from multiple 
theoretical perspectives  

Christian Integration in Counseling paper, Participation, 
Reading Assignments, Teaching Session/Presentation, 
Personal Model of Integration 

B.1.d. evidence-based counseling practices. 
Participation, Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention 
Critique 

B.1.e. methods for evaluating counseling 
effectiveness. 

Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique, Personal 
Model of Integration 

B.1.f. ethical and culturally relevant counseling 
in multiple settings. 

Christian Integration in Counseling paper,  Participation, 
Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique, Personal 
Model of Integration 

Leadership and Advocacy 
B.5.h. current topical and political issues in 
counseling and how those issues affect the daily 
work of counselors and the counseling 
profession  

Discussion Board Assignment, Teaching 
Session/Presentation 

B.5.i.  role of counselors and counselor 
educators advocating on behalf of the 
profession and professional identity  

Discussion Board Assignment 
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emergencies that have come up.  You will need to withdraw from the course if it is 
not completed.  See Appendix A for the assignment description and grading rubric.  
 

B. Biblical Foundation for Christian Integration in Counseling paper (150 Points) 
Each student will develop a 12 page paper that supports the Biblical evidence for 
integrating spirituality within counseling for clients who desire to bring in their 
Christian faith into their sessions, along with the empirical evidence that support this 
type of counseling. The paper will cover specific areas as described in the Instructions 
for the Biblical Foundation for Christian Integration in Professional Counseling found 
in Appendix B. The assignment will be due one week prior to the intensive.  

 
C. Class Attendance and Participation (100 Points): Class attendance is mandatory.  

Due to the amount of information that will be discussed and analyzed, it is imperative 
that you attend class. Some information presented in class will not be covered in the text 
or the additional reading assignments. During the course of the intensive, if problems 
that arise require you to be absent, please inform me and I will work with you to the 
extent that is within policy. Failure to attend class or participate may result in the 
student’s inability to integrate textbook readings and class discussions, as well as 
potentially hinder successful completion of a state licensure examination. Failure to 
attend class will also lower the final grade awarded. 

 
Note on Participation: During our classes we will be discussing topics related to the 
course. Not participating in these discussions will adversely affect your grade.  I will 
keep records of student interactions and evaluations of the cases and orientations.  

 
Come to class with an open mind and be willing to take some risks. If you don’t 
normally participate in class, consider making a contract with yourself for participating 
actively and verbally in each class session. I recommend that you develop questions and 
thought statements when initially evaluating the various cases and textbook chapters. 
Bring these to class to help you engage the materials. 

 
 

D. Reading Assignments:  
It is essential that students read the books assigned. Although issues will be discussed 
and lectures will cover many topics, the books will address areas which will not be 
covered. Therefore, students will be required to respond to questions from the professor 
on topics and readings assigned during the semester.  
 
Keep up with the readings and come to class prepared to ask questions, raise issues, or 
otherwise discuss related topics found therein. If you do not keep up with the readings, 
they will bury you. Organize your thoughts and questions before coming to class so that 
your learning experience will be enhanced.  

 
INTENSIVE WEEK ASSIGNMENTS 

 
E. Teaching Session/Presentation (300 Points):    

The class will be broken up into teams of two (or individually) for presentations on a 
specific model of integration taken from the various texts (Myers, Powlison, Jones, & 
Roberts; McMinn and Campbell; Entwistle, etc.). Other teams may present on topics 
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relevant to the class subject matter as assigned by the professor. These teams will work 
together to present the materials studied from the various authors in a formal teaching 
presentation. An illustrative outline of each integrative approach will be developed and 
presented, giving special attention to the nature of man, sin, sickness, cure, therapeutic 
interventions, role of the therapist, the person of the therapist, and implicit or explicit 
integration. If the presentation is on a topic other than a formal integrative model, 
special focus will be given to issues related to ethical integrative counseling within the 
Christian and professional field. This is NOT a “little talk”, but a teaching session on 
the graduate level. High quality, creative, and comprehensive work will be expected. 
See Appendix C   
 

F. Spiritual Genogram Assignment: (150 Points)    
Each student will develop a Spiritual Genogram of their religious and spiritual heritage. 
The genogram will consist of a genogram graphic and a five-page narrative completed 
on a Microsoft Word document. The genogram graphic will be done on either GenoPro 
software (Windows based software) or iGenogram (for iPads). The software is for 
student professional development as well as contributing to the overall organization of 
the project. An article entitled The Spiritual Genogram in Training and Supervision will 
be provided in our Bb class for this assignment. See Appendix D  
 

G. Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique Paper (150 Points):  
Students will write a 10 page research paper describing one evidence-based spiritual 
intervention that might be used in counseling with a Christian client. You may use our 
Evidence-Based Practices text as one of your sources. This paper is designed to allow 
students to not only learn how various interventions are used that are unique to 
counseling from a Christian perspective, but examine the empirical research behind 
them. Within this short work, the student will: 1) Describe both the most current 
theoretical and Biblical concepts in counseling, 2) Differentiate the theoretical concepts 
that do not fit into a Biblical framework, and 3) Evaluate and incorporate theoretical and 
Biblical concepts into ethical treatment practices. All written assignments will be 
submitted through the Bb assignment manager. See Appendix E 

 
 

H. Personal Model of Integration Paper (200 Points):  
Each student will write a 15 page integration paper which includes the following: 

 
1. Describe your worldview by explaining your beliefs on: 

a. Ways of knowing: Epistemology 
b. The nature of the world: Metaphysics 
c. The nature and condition of man: Anthropology 

2. Describe your personal view of integration utilizing the models discussed in class. 
3. Explain why you believe this is the best approach to Christian integration. 
4. Discuss how your personal view of integration influences: 

a. Your approach to the Code of Ethics 
b. Your approach to Assessment 
c. Your selection of Therapeutic Interventions 
d. Your selection of Theoretical Orientation 
e. Your use of Spiritual Interventions 

5. Your personal model of integration should include a detailed treatment of the 
biological, psychological, social, and spiritual elements.  
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You are required to have a minimum of 20 sources (books and journal articles; no 
strictly website sources will count). Additional instructions will be posted on 
BlackBoard (“Bb”). All written assignments will be submitted through the Bb 
assignment manager.  

 
VI. Grading Policies 

A. Weight 
 

Assignment Points Due 
Pre-class Discussion Board 
Pre-class Biblical Foundation paper 
Class Discussion 

100 
150 
100 

Pre-class assignment  
Pre-class assignment 
In-class activities 

Teaching Session/Presentation 
Spiritual Genogram Project 

150 
150 

In-class assignment 
Post-class assignment 

Critique Paper  
Personal Model of Integration 

150 
200 

Post-class assignment 
Post-class assignment 

                   
B. Scale  

 
A=960-1000 A- = 940-959  
B+ = 920–939 B = 900–919 B- = 880–899 
C+ = 860–879 C = 840–859 C- = 820–839 
D+ = 800–819 D = 780–799 D- = 760–779 
F = 759 and below   

 

VII. Procedures and Special Focus Issues  
 
 

A. Disability Assistance  
Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in TE 127 for arrangements for academic 
accommodations. 

 
B. Dual Relationship & Limits of Confidentiality 
 

The faculty is responsible for interacting with counseling students in a supervisory 
capacity/role. As such, faculty may provide students professional principles, 
guidance, and recommendations as it relates to the context of the student-client 
setting. The faculty is responsible for avoiding dual relationships with students such 
as entering a student-counselor or student-pastor relationship. Thus, the faculty will 
not provide personal counseling addressing a student’s personal problems. If a 
faculty member perceives that a student is in need of personal or professional 
counseling, then that faculty member will recommend that the student pursue either 
pastoral or professional assistance from a counselor in their community.  
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In the event of a student’s disclosure, either verbally or in writing, of either threat of 
serious or foreseeable harm to self or others, abuse or neglect of a minor, elderly or 
disabled person, or current involvement in criminal activity, the faculty, staff, 
administrator, or supervisor will take immediate action. This action may include, but 
is not limited to, immediate notification of appropriate state law enforcement or 
social services personnel, emergency contacts, and notification of the appropriate 
program chair or distance learning dean.  The incident and action taken will become 
part of the student’s permanent record.  
 

C. Correspondence 
Students are expected to communicate in a professional manner at all times 
whenever emailing classmates, professors, or any employee of Liberty University. 
Because there is no accompanying tone of voice, facial expressions, or body 
language, email communication is more easily misinterpreted than face-to-face 
interactions. Your emails should be courteous and well thought out to avoid knee-
jerk responses that will be interpreted as “flaming” or sarcasm. Communicate 
complaints directly to the individual involved.  Do not send a blanket email to 
everyone in the class or to administrative personnel until you have communicated 
your concerns directly to the person involved and allowed them time to respond. Do 
not post a message to the class on Blackboard that is more appropriate for an 
individual. Avoid offensive language of any kind. 

 
D. Communication 

 
i. Electronic Communication: All electronic communication must be done via 

Liberty Email. I will communicate via your Liberty account and you are 
expected to communicate via my Liberty account, vdhinson@liberty.edu.  

 
ii. Face to Face Communication: All individual communication will be 

scheduled during my posted office hours in my office in the Centre for 
Counseling and Family Studies Department.  

 
iii. Phone Conferences: I will make myself readily available via email and face to 

face contact. Phone conferences will be limited to emergencies only and will 
be subject to time constraints. 

 
VIII. Policies 

 
A. Because of the nature of this class, attendance is required.  Please see the professor for 

any anticipated absences, e.g. death in family, emergency medical situation, etc. 
 

B. No extra credit work will be available. 
 

C. Students should keep copies of their papers/assignments on their computers in case the 
electronic versions somehow “disappear”. 
 

D. Students should check their Liberty University email accounts at least once a day to 
receive information about the class, etc.  Being aware of changes, etc. is your 
responsibility. 
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E. Students are expected to check the Bb site for this class for any announcements, 

additional materials, etc.  This is your responsibility. 
 

F. Students are expected to abide by the policies concerning academic honesty as stated in 
The Liberty Way.  If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero for the assignment (at the 
least) and possibly a FD (failure due to dishonesty) as a final grade for the course.  See 
the following link for particulars:  
http://www.liberty.edu/StudentAffairs/index.cfm?PID=1324.   

 
G. Papers and Assignments - Papers are expected to be presented in a systematic and 

logical fashion.  Students may be asked to submit their papers to the Graduate Writing 
Center. The Graduate Writing Center Website is located at 
www.liberty.edu/graduatewritingcenter and is also available via email at 
graduatewriting@liberty.edu . APA format is required on all written work. Papers that 
do not follow the latest edition APA guidelines will not be accepted.  In graduate 
school, students must have the ability to write on a level that not only displays a general 
understanding of information, but also an ability to analyze, synthesize, and articulate 
complex ideas. All assignments will be graded using a graduate school standard.  
Because of the importance of written communication skills, the professor reserves the 
right to give a failing grade to a paper based solely upon the quality of the writing.    

  
H. All papers and assignments will be submitted electronically on Bb unless otherwise 

stated. Please note that the University recommends NOT accessing Bb using Microsoft 
Internet Explorer. They recommend using Mozilla Firefox. This can be downloaded free 
at: 
http://www.mozilla.com/firefox/?Referrer=AdWords&Campaign=Mozilla%20Fire
fox  

 
I. Please turn your cell phones off while in class.   

 
J. Laptops are permitted in the classroom for the purpose of taking notes.  They should not 

be used for surfing the web or emailing others.   
 

IX. Suggestions for getting the most from this course 
 

1. Decide at the beginning if you are willing to devote the time and energy needed to do a 
quality job for this important course in your program. 
 

2. Look through all the required reading material before the course begins to get a general 
idea of what the course involves.  Read this syllabus carefully to be sure that you 
understand what is expected of you in this course.  

 
3. Keep up with the readings and come to class prepared to ask questions, raise issues, or 

otherwise discuss related topics found therein. If you do not keep up on the readings, 
they will bury you.   

 
4. After each class session, organize your notes for the topic of the day. 
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5. Come to class with an open mind and be willing to take some risks.  If you don’t 
normally participate much in class, think about making a contract with yourself for 
participating actively and verbally in each session. Remember that 10% of your grade 
for this class is based upon student engagement in discussions.   

 
6. If you are experiencing difficulty in the course, do not wait until the end of the course to 

see me to discuss it.     
 

X. Course Schedule 
 
Students in this class should expect to work together in “teams” during the afternoon and/or 
evening hours. Individuals who are commuting in from out of town should plan on spending this 
valuable time with their team members. Independent and team research will be expected.   
 
The professor has the prerogative to change the schedule if needed. These times are tentative 
at best. We will try to abide by the schedule, however class engagements, learning, and the 
teachable moments are more important than this schedule. 
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COUC 730 Issues in Integration 
Day / Time  

8:30am-4:30pm 
Topic Presenters: 

Student or Faculty 
Monday:    

8:30- 12:00 Introductions and class schedule  
Defining / Clarifying Integration 

 

Faculty and Students 

11:30-1:00 LU Luncheon  
1:00-4:30 Models/Approaches/Views to 

Integration/ Worldview/Spiritual 
Formation 

Faculty 

Tuesday:  
8:30-11:30 Biblical Foundations for Christian 

Integration in Counseling 
Faculty  

 
 12:00-1:00 Lunch  

1:00-4:30 Presentations  Students  

Wednesday: 
8:30-11:30 Evidence-based Spiritual 

Interventions 
 Faculty  

 
12:00-1:00 Lunch  
1:00-4:30 Presentations  Students  

Thursday 
8:30-11:30 Forming a Personal Model of 

Integration 
Faculty  

 
12:00-1:00 Lunch  
1:00-4:30 Presentations  Students 

Friday 
8:30-12:00 End of Class Warp-Up Faculty 
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Appendix A 
 

Pre-Intensive Discussion Board Assignment 
 

There will be a discussion board activity for all students to engage during the week prior 
to our Intensive week. The DB will open on Monday, one week prior to our Monday 
morning intensive class. This DB is essential to success in the class and is required to 
attend the intensive. If you are unable to complete the discussion board activity, you 
need to consider dropping the course and taking it at a later date.  
 
The discussion board activity consists of the follow objectives. 
 
1. You are to act as an advocate for Christian integrative counseling for a licensure 

board. You have been asked to show evidence that Christian integration is useful 
and empirically sound according to current research.  

2. Each student will find research articles that support the use of Christian integration. 
These articles will need to show good empirical evidence that faith integration in 
professional counseling is effective.   

3. These research articles are to show empirical based evidence for the use of various 
techniques. Our texts on evidence based treatment is a good “starting place” but 
need not be cited as your only source. Find good articles and post them to the Db 
site along with your summation of the article. This New Thread post will be due 
by Wednesday, 11:59pm of the week.  

4. Using the Db dialogue box, summarize the article’s findings in 800 word or less. 
Use APA formatting style when posting your summation (good grammar, logical 
flow of ideas, correct APA citations, etc.) This is not a paper so free-flow of ideas 
and thought are encouraged.  

5. Each student will reply to two other classmates (500 words) by the end of the Db 
(Sunday 11:59pm) before our class on Monday morning of the intensive. The 
replies are designed to “move the learning forward” thus comments that, good job, 
nice research article, I like what you said or the point you made, are ok but do not 
facilitate learning on this level. Your replies should “add to the discussion.” Ask 
yourself the question, what can I say of add that has not been said already? What 
research have I read or know of that would add to these concepts or principles 
found in the research? No doubt your replies will be filled with other excellent 
research findings.  

 
Professor’s Role: I will monitor the quality of the discussion board interaction and may or may not 
chime in.  In some cases, I might share an idea that relates to the discussion, clarify when the 
discussion goes off-track, or connect student comments together to help deepen our learning as a 
class. Thus, I will not directly answer all the lingering questions in the discussion board.  I want 
you to help each other as much as possible. 
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Discussion Board Rubric 

100 Total Possible Points 

Criteria Unsatisfactory Fair Good Excellent 
Original post 
reflects 
thoughtful, 
important points 
that demonstrate 
comprehension 
of content and 
applicability to 
practice as a 
counselor 
educator. 
Lingering 
questions 
likewise reflect 
relevance on 
important topics 
50 points  

Original post 
shows little 
evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and applicability 
to practice as a 
counselor 
educator. 
Lingering 
questions do not 
reflect 
meaningful 
queries on 
important topics 

 10 points 

Original post 
shows some 
evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and applicability 
to practice as a 
counselor 
educator.  
Lingering 
questions reflect 
partial relevance 
on important 
topics 

25 points 

Original post 
shows 
satisfactory 
evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and applicability 
to practice as a 
counselor 
educator.  
Lingering 
questions reflect 
relevance on 
important topics 

40 points 

Original post 
shows high 
levels of 
evidence of 
comprehending 
course content 
and 
applicability to 
practice as a 
counselor 
educator.  
Lingering 
questions 
reflect a high 
degree of 
relevance on 
important 
topics. 50 
points 

Comments: 
Responses to 
peers 
demonstrate 
sound 
comprehension 
and application 
of course 
material and 
clear effort to 
assist fellow 
students with 
their lingering 
questions.  
Interactions with 
peers who 
clarified a 
lingering 
question are 
appropriate. 
25 points 
 

Responses show 
little evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and limited effort 
to assist fellow 
students with 
their lingering 
questions.  No 
interaction with 
peers who 
answered one of 
the student’s own 
lingering 
questions 
 
10 points 

Responses show 
fair evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and fair effort to 
assist fellow 
students with 
their lingering 
questions.  
Minimal 
interaction with 
students who 
tried to clarify a 
lingering 
question 
 
15 points 

Responses show 
satisfactory 
evidence of 
comprehension of 
course content 
and satisfactory 
effort to assist 
fellow students 
with their 
lingering 
questions.  
Satisfactory 
interaction with 
students who 
tried to clarify a 
lingering 
question 
 
20 points 

Responses 
show high 
levels of 
evidence of 
comprehension 
of course 
content and 
high level of 
effort to assist 
fellow students 
with their 
lingering 
questions.  
Excellent 
interaction 
with students 
who tried to 
clarify a 
lingering 
question. 25 
points 

Comments: 
Quantity and 
Timeliness  

Submits original 
post after its 

Submits original 
post after its 

Submits original 
post on time and 

Submits 
original post 
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15 points (must 
be completed 
prior to Sunday 
deadline to attend 
class) 

deadline and does 
not submit two 
peer responses on 
time. 

  

0 points & may 
not attend class  

deadline but 
completes two 
responses on 
time.  Or, 
Submits original 
post on time but 
does not submit 
both peer 
responses on 
time.  

5 points 

 

two responses on 
time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 points 

on time and 
more than two 
responses on 
time. 
 
 
 
 
15 points & up 
to 10 points 
extra credit 

Comments: 
Grammatically 
correct sentences 
and spelling,  
identifiable class 
sources, reading 
sections clearly 
labeled in posts so 
the reader knows 
what is being 
referenced 
 
 
10 points 

Does not submit 
posts that have all 
complete 
sentences and 
spelling.  Or two 
or more of the 
complete 
sentences are 
grammatically 
incorrect and 
have greater than 
2 spelling errors.  
Or, reading 
sections not 
clearly labeled in 
posts and other 
errors. 

   0 points  

Submits posts 
that have one or 
more 
grammatically 
incorrect 
sentences and 
two spelling 
errors.  Or, 
reading sections 
partially labeled 
in posts.   

5 points 

Submits posts 
that have only 
one 
grammatically 
incorrect 
sentence or one 
spelling error.  
Reading sections 
clearly labeled in 
posts.   

7 points 

Submits posts 
that contain 
grammatically 
correct 
sentences 
without any 
spelling errors.   
Reading 
sections clearly 
labeled in 
posts.   

10 points 

Comments: 
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Appendix B 
 

Biblical Foundation for Christian Integration:  
A Basis for Christian Counseling 

 
Using Gary Collins’, The Biblical Basis of Christian Counseling for People Helpers text 
as a beginning point, develop a 12 page paper that dives into the support for Christian 
integration within the counseling arena. This paper is more biblically based than the 
current research we see in the field of empirical evidence. In this paper you will 
demonstrate your understanding of scriptural support for competent Christian 
counselors engaging in deliberate, ethical and intentional faith integration. Direct all of 
your research for this paper to support a biblical argument for competent Christian 
integration.  
 
The paper should consist of, but not limited to:  

• Address biblical passages that give support to using integration in counseling 
• Address the Soul Care movement in the area of Christian Counseling  
• How does Worldview impact Christian Counseling? 
• How do other faith groups differ from Christian counseling or Christian 

integration practice.  
• What are the primary objectives seen in scripture that promote positive physical, 

psychological, social and spiritual health?  
o Use specific scripture or passages to support your argument.  
o Use care in your exegesis of the passages. 

• Why should the integration of faith or spirituality be advocated for in 
professional counseling?  

• In your conclusion section of the paper, what, if anything did you discover about 
the importance or power of doing good competent faith integration in 
counseling?  
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Biblical Foundation for Christian Integration:  
A Basis for Christian Counseling 

Criteria Points Possible Points Earned 

Organization 

0 to 40 
• There is a clear, logical flow of ideas. 
• Major points are stated clearly. 
• Major points are supported by at least 1 of the following: 

1. Twelve scholarly sources; and 
2. Thoughtful analysis of biblical themes (considering 

implications, identifying assumptions, etc.). 
3. Thoughtful exegesis of biblical passages.  

 

Body of the 
paper  

0 to 70 
• Headings are used throughout the paper to identify areas 

and concepts 
• Leading figures, historical and current events, assumptions, 

development of soul care movement, integration theory, 
concepts, techniques, etc. are identified.  

• Similarities/dissimilarities are noted between the chosen 
approach and other leading faith concepts. 

• The assignment identifies how faith or worldview 
coincides with Christian integration.  

• A clear integration of the principles and techniques a 
Biblical supportive framework.  

• Conclusion / personal reflection (only place for first person 
language) 

 

Readability 
and Current 
APA Format 
(6th edition) 

0 to 30 
• Proper spelling and grammar are used. 
• Sentences are complete, clear, and concise. 
• Paragraphs contain appropriately varied sentence 

structures. 
• References are cited in current APA format. 
• All parts of APA research paper construction are present 

(cover page, abstract, body, reference page(s), appendix is 
necessary)  

 

Logistics of 
Paper 

0 to 10 
• The assignment meets the required page length (12 pages) 
• The 12 pages are the body of the paper, not cover, abstract, 

or reference pages 
• The graduate late policy will be applied. See your syllabus 

 

 Total Possible Points 150                     Total=  
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Appendix C  
 

Teaching Session/Presentation 
 

 The class memberships will be broken up into teams of two (or individuals) for presentations 
on a specific model of integration taken from the various texts (Myers, Powlison, Jones, & Roberts; 
McMinn and Campbell; Entwistle, etc.). Other teams may present on topics relevant to the class 
subject matter as assigned by the professor. These teams will work together to present the materials 
studied from the various authors in a formal teaching presentation. An illustrative outline of each 
integrative approach will be developed and presented, giving special attention to the nature of man, 
sin, sickness, cure, therapeutic interventions, role of the therapist, the person of the therapist, and 
implicit or explicit integration. If the presentation is on a topic other than a formal integrative 
model, special focus will be given to issues related to integrative counseling within our Christian 
and professional field. This is NOT a “little talk”, but a teaching session on the graduate level. 
High quality, creative, and comprehensive work will be expected.   

 
Each student will be responsible for having a one or two page handout available for both the 
professor and every student in the class, highlighting the major points of that integrative 
approach to counseling (this should include founding theorist(s), spiritual interventions, 
philosophical assumptions, view of mankind, view of dysfunction, and strengths/weaknesses of the 
model/topic, etc.).  These handouts are intended to aid you in preparing for the Integrative section 
of your Qualifying Exam in your Ph.D. program.   

 
In your team research you will want to examine the following topics to see if your approach 
addresses them and what the approach might say about them. You will want to make sure you have 
record of where you find the information and what the authors say about each area. You’ll want to 
answer these questions.  

1. What does this approach say about Mankind? 
2. How does personality development happen?  
3. What does this view say about motivation?  
4. Is there interdisciplinary field impact in this approach? Is empirical research valued? Where 

does truth come from?  
5. How does this view understand health? (bio/psycho/social/spiritual) 
6. What is illness? (bio/psycho/social/spiritual)  
7. What contributes to recovery or cure?  
8. Are there spiritual interventions used, discussed or mentioned as a part of this view?  
9. What roles do the counselors play in this model?  
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Appendix D  
 

Spiritual Genogram Project Instructions 

Building Your Spiritual Genogram 

Part I (GenoPro Genogram Software or iGenogram app for iPads) 
A genogram (pronounced: jen-uh-gram) is “a pictorial representation of family relationships 
across several generations. It is a convenient organizing device to help you identify family patterns 
or develop hypotheses about family functioning” (GenoPro.com). The genogram resembles a 
family tree; however, it includes additional relationships among individuals. This instrument 
facilitates the practitioner and his client’s identification an understanding of patterns in family 
history. In this particular assignment it will indicate religious and spiritual heritage within the 
family system. The genogram also does a better job than a pedigree chart in mapping out 
relationships and traits. 
Even though there are a plethora of books and websites on the subject of genograms, it is worth 
noting that Monica McGoldrick and Randy Gerson are responsible for its initial development and 
popularity in clinical settings. The structure of a genogram is by and large determined by the 
imagination and creativity of its author. Some of the most common features on a genogram are 
information related to the number of families, children in a given family, and the birth order of the 
family members—including the number of births and deaths. 
Index Person: In constructing the genogram, identify yourself as the “index person” and complete 
the genogram on your family. The IP is normally indicated by a double circle or square depending 
on gender, and sometime colored. The GenoPro software has an indicator for this task.  

Focus: The focus of this genogram will be on family religious and spiritual heritage. The heritage 
is considered strengths and sources of resilience. These family patterns, rules or ways of being, 
and the overall health of the family is often considered in light of this heritage. Of course, you 
should also address any issues and concerns that may be discovered; however, do not make the 
genogram problem-focused, even though this is typically how it is used in counseling. 
Construction: You will submit your genogram through the assignment manager in Blackborad via 
GenoPro gno file or the iGenogram pdf file, found by clicking the “assignments” button. This 
submission will come in as a GenoPro/iGenogram document. You will also need to attach your 
narrative that has been created on an MS Word document. Make sure to include the following 
items: 

• Two preceding generations—that is, the genogram must include the index person, his/her 
parents, and his/her grandparents (three generations, in all). It would also be imperative that, in 
the event of the index person being involved in a marital or significant relationship, mention 
must be made of the significant other involved, including their immediate family such as their 
parents, siblings, and children. Include as many members of the three generation as you can. In 
the case where the index person is either a parent or a grand-parent, his/her children must be 
included in the genogram. 

• Use the symbols as illustrated within the GenoPro software to indicate the nature of many of 
the relationships among family members. Be sure to indicate yourself as the index person by 
drawing a double circle or double square around yourself. Do not forget to include the current 
date on your genogram. 

• Use the relationship lines to indicate significant relationships within the family system that may 
related to religious heritage. An example of this would be a conflicted relationship or a 
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separated relation due to toxic faith issues or an over bearing of religion as felt by some family 
member. Do not use the relationship line to take about relationships apart from religious faith 
issues. That can be completed for another time. Do not use the “normal” line provided by 
GenoPro. This only crowds the graphic and makes it difficult to read. 

• Include a legend at the bottom right corner of the genogram document. The legend must only 
include items represented on the genogram. 

• In order to make it easy to understand, ensure that there are notes on the genogram graphic 
regarding people, family events, etc., in their appropriate places (for example, on the side of a 
relevant person or generation). It would also be a good idea to include labels (a word or two 
will do) about each family member’s religious and spiritual history—especially those that 
are either known by the index person or have a relevant connection to them. You will use this 
to tell your story. See the article by Wiggins Frame and how she use words and arrors for each 
person on the genogram.  

• Make sure you put your family title on the genogram, “The Hinson Family” 

• GenoPro gives you the freedom you need to manipulate your genogram to allow enhanced 
viewing on a computer system. You can shorten or lengthen lines, move entire family units 
around to maximize space, and more. Your objective is to work with the graph to create a 
genogram that is easy to view and can be understood at a glance. 

Analysis: Once you have completed your genogram, you will need to interpret your Spiritual 
Genogram family map. Analyze the genogram and who you are in the context of the family based 
on race/ethnicity, culture, class, gender, spiritual tradition, family life cycle, etc. 

Part II (Microsoft Word document) 
Written Narrative: After analyzing your genogram graphic following the guidelines above, state 
your interpretation of yourself in clear terms. Do this by writing a paper that describes the 
contributions that religion, gender, race, culture, etc., and your own unique family history have 
made to your personal identity. Do not forget to demonstrate your understanding of key concepts 
learned in this course. Apart from the quality of your written work, you will also be graded on your 
ability to widely, deeply, and accurately analyze and utilize theoretical concepts in describing your 
family’s spiritual heritage.  

Rest assured that this paper will be kept confidential. Be reminded that you are solely responsible 
for any information you choose to disclose in this project. Also note that you are under no 
obligation to reveal any information that you choose not to reveal. 
The following outline must be used for your paper, using current APA format: 

I. Briefly introduce your family. Discuss the sociopolitical, cultural, economic, spiritual, etc. 
issues in your family (1/2 a page).  

• Unlike most of your papers, you can use first person in this narrative. 

• However, even though this is a “narrative”, it is not a journal or a free thought 
document. Use graduate level language and writing skills when preparing the narrative.  

• Unlike most of your papers, you will not need an abstract; however, you will need a 
cover page. A reference page must be provided if you use citations. 

II. Using the data gathered and the analyses you have made based upon your genogram and 
other resources, address the following questions: 
A. What do you understand about your faith walk within the context of this 

multigenerational family? 
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B. How do the cultural, historical, and personal characteristic aspects of the information 
impact your understanding of the self? 

C. If at all, what are the family lifecycle-related issues in the past or present that have 
influenced your family and/or interface with question D? 

D. What intergenerational dynamics, patterns and/or themes that you have identified 
influence you (or others) in your spiritual maturity or development? Jump to the last 
section of the present document, “Interpreting Genograms” and then draw a 
conclusion about your analysis. 

E. What areas do you see as important to not just you but the future generations in your 
family’s spiritual heritage?  

F. How do you think the patterns you may have seen shape your understand of the world 
and those you will counsel?  

Conclude this part of the assignment with personal reflections on the development of this project. 
Were there any issues that came to light? What did you learn? 
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SPIRITUAL GENOGRAM PROJECT GRADING RUBRIC  

Criteria Points Possible Points Earned 

Organization 
between 

Genogram 
and Narrative 

0 to 37 
• Clear, logical flow of ideas. 
• Major points are stated clearly. 
• Major points are supported by 1 or more of the following: 

4. Marriage and Family Systems theory; 
5. Multigenerational Patterns; and 
6. Thoughtful analysis of themes within the genogram 

(considering implications, identifiable patterns, etc.). 

 

Part I Content 
(The 

Genogram 
.gno file) 

0 to 45 
• At least 3 generations are presented. 
• Dates, deaths, divorce, family relationship lines is applicable, 

medical if applicable, etc. are included. 
• Religious/spiritual information is considered for each family 

member. Using text boxes for various family members.  
• Legend is included; only indicates represented data. 
• Family title on the gno file. “The Hinson Family” 
• The genogram is clear and readable; organized. 
• The assignment is submitted in a GenoPro, gno file or pfd. 

 

Part II 
Content (5-

page 
narrative) 

0 to 30 
• Clear connections between the genogram and narrative are 

developed. 
• A clear interpretive section (see the instructions document). 
• Interpretive aspects are addressed from the instructions 

document. 

 

Readability 
and Current 
APA Format  

0 to 30 
• Proper spelling and grammar are used. 
• Sentences are complete, clear, and concise. 
• Graduate level writing skills are demonstrated. 
• References are cited in current APA style, if applicable. 
• The cover page, abstract, body, and reference page (if 

applicable) are all included and in current APA format. 
• An abstract is not necessary for the narrative.  

 

Logistics of 
Paper 

0 to 8 
• The narrative paper meets the required length (5 pages). 
• The 5 pages are the body of the paper, not cover or reference 

pages 

 

 150 Possible Points                       Total=         
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Appendix E  
 

Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique Paper  
 

Evidence-Based Spiritual Intervention Critique PAPER GRADING RUBRIC 

Criteria Points Possible Points Earned 

Organization 

0 to 20 
• There is a clear, logical flow of ideas. 
• Heading are used appropriately  
• Major points are stated clearly. 
• Major points are supported by at least 1 of the following: 

7. Twelve scholarly sources; and 
8. Thoughtful analysis of themes (considering 

implications, identifying assumptions, etc.). 

 

Part I Content 
Bibiblical 
Support 

 (5 pages) 

0 to 25 
• The selected spiritual intervention is identified. 
• The biblical supporting evidence is clearly presented 
• New knowledge acquired through this assignment is 

identified in the paper. 

 

Part II  
Empirical 
Support 
(5 pages) 

0 to 25 
• The assignment identifies how faith or worldview 

coincides with the selected counseling theory. 
• Leading figures, historical and current events, 

assumptions, development of the intervention, 
concepts, techniques, etc. are identified. 

• A clear integration of the principles and techniques 
within the selected counseling theory is demonstrated. 

 

Readability 
and Current 
APA Format 

0 to 20 
• Proper spelling and grammar are used. 
• Sentences are complete, clear, and concise. 
• Graduate level writing skills are demonstrated. 
• Paragraphs contain appropriately varied sentence 

structures. 
• References are cited in current APA format. 

 

Logistics of 
Paper 

0 to 10 
• The assignment meets the required page length (10 pages). 
• The 10 pages are the body of the paper, not cover, abstract, 

or reference pages 

 

 100 Possible Points                     Total=  
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Appendix F 

 
Elements of a model/approach to faith integration within professional counseling 

 
 In this post-class assignment you are to develop your model of competent Christian Faith 
Integration. In your model you will want to address the following questions and areas of study. As 
suspected, our class has been designed to answer many of these question for us already, however 
this is your attempt to think through and develop your own approach.  

 
When developing your paper, use this outline to build your paper. It will help you to stay 

focused as you think through each construct of your approach. Make sure you include these 
elements. Use the Roman numeral headings as your headings in your paper (ex: Epistemology or 
Source of Truth).  

I. How does the View/Model come to understand truth? “Epistemology” What is or is 
there authoritative truth? Biblical or Empirical, or Experiential? (Entwistle devotes an 
entire chapter to this discussion.)  

II. What does the model say about Mankind?  
a. How does the model explain the structure of personality?  

i. Freud used concepts of id, ego, and superego. What do we see in the model?  
ii. If there is an absence of this in the articles you are researching, what can you 

infer from the models? Don’t read into the model too much, however.   
iii. Entwistle’s chapter seven, The Nature of Humanity.  

III. What is the theory of Motivation?  
a. Why do people act the way they do?  
b. How does, and what room does environment, childhood experiences, and genetics, 

etc, play into the behaviors, difficulties, or disorders individual struggle with? How 
do these factors affect our sociological, psychological, emotional, and spiritual 
wellbeing? 

c. The entire area of attachment theory and the client’s view of God may factor here.  
d. If absent, what might you infer from the model? Again, don’t read more into it than 

is actually there. If you see something here, be able to make the agreement from the 
author’s work/words. When you do present to the class and the points are 
“inferences” be sure to tell us so.  

e. Is there room for behavioral patterns passed down through family genealogy?  
• Some would want to make an argument from scripture that this is true, but does 

the author include any ideas of this in his model?  
IV. Interdisciplinary fields of consideration 

a. Is there room for integration of the field of psychology and a Christian World View? 
Entwistle discusses the idea of the “two book theory”. What does this mean and 
which models use it? Does this model incorporate disciplinary integration.  

b. Is there room for integration of Social Psychology and Faith based counseling? 
c. How is scientific or empirical evidence viewed by this model?  
d. Carter and Narramore argue that, “all truth is God’s truth” (Carter & Narramore, 

1979, p.14). Does the model allow for proclaimed truths from various disciplines?  
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V. How does this model define health?  
a. What are the characteristics of a healthy individual, family, and society?  

i. What factors contribute to this? 
1. Some would argue that a Biblical worldview is essential (Powlison & 

Collins) while others would argue a strong social connection and 
involvement (Adler).  

2. Does the psychology of religion factor into this area?  
3. Robert Roberts talks about “life happiness” in his model. How does 

that piece of his model fit here, or does it?  
VI. How does this model define illness?  

a. Is there room for biological, psychological, social and hematological (sin-based) 
factors in this model? If so, what are possible influences that may create illness or 
pathology?  

b. Is spiritual warfare discussed?  
c. Can faith become pathological in the model? Toxic?  

VII. How does this model define recovery or cure?  
a. What must a person do to become well again?  
b. Are there any presuppositions concerning cure or sickness that the author cites? 

These can be from any arena, psychology, sociology, theology, social psychology, 
educational psyc., developmental psyc. etc.  

c. Are there integrative points that tie disciplines together in an effort to understand 
health, illness, and recovery?  

VIII. The Counselor and counseling techniques. 
a. What is the background of the author/founder of the model, if one of the examples 

studied in class it your primary choice? If your model is “your eclectic design”, then 
what background factors shaped your choices.  

b. Is his/your background reflected in the model? [Alfred Adler’s theory of personality 
centers on striving, compensation, and achievement due to a belief that everyone is 
motivated by a felt inferiority. Adler experienced physical sickness (inferiority) as a 
child, thus we see this in his personality theory.]  

c. What role does the counselor play in Christian counseling?  
i. Implicit or explicit integration or both?  

ii. Therapeutic alliance? Is this important?  
iii. To what extent does the model address the role of the counselor? 
• In Caring for People God’s Way, Clinton, Hart, & Ohlschlanger (2005) list 

consultant, teacher, supervisor, and researcher as some of the roles of a 
Christian counselor. Does this model address roles? 

d. What, if anything, is said concerning the health of the counselor, both emotionally 
and psychologically?  

e. Are there any techniques discussed that a Christian counselor would use with this 
model?  

f. **These are my thoughts as I’ve read through the various models and as I have 
examined other articles related to approaches to faith integration. If you see 
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something that stands out in each of the models/approaches and would benefit your 
particular model, PLEASE feel free to add them in your paper.  
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Faith Integration Model PAPER GRADING RUBRIC 

Criteria Points Possible Points Earned 

Organization 

0 to 30 
• There is a clear, logical flow of ideas. 
• Heading are used appropriately for each content area 
• Major points are stated clearly. 
• Major points are supported by at least 1 of the following: 

Scholarly sources; and 
Thoughtful analysis of themes (considering 
implications, identifying assumptions, etc.). 

 

Part I 
A brief History 
of development 

0 to 25 
• Leading figures, historical and current approach, 

assumptions, development of the intervention, 
concepts, techniques, etc. are identified. 

• A clear integration of the principles and techniques 
within the selected model is demonstrated. 

 

Part II  
Model Content  

 

0-75 
• The assignment identifies how faith or worldview 

coincides with the counseling model. 
• The question of Truth, Epistemology 
• Model of Mankind  
• Theory of Motivation 
• Interdisciplinary field influence  
• Examination of positive physical, social, psychological 

and spiritual health 
• How is illness defined? 
• How is recovery or cure defined?  
• Counseling techniques and the role of the counselor 

 

Readability 
and Current 
APA Format 

0 to 20   
• Proper spelling and grammar are used. 
• Sentences are complete, clear, and concise. 
• Graduate level writing skills are demonstrated.  
• Paragraphs contain appropriately varied sentence 

structures. 
• References are cited in current APA format. 

 

Logistics of 
Paper 

0 to 10 
• The assignment meets the required page length (15 pages). 

The 15 pages are the body of the paper, not cover, abstract, 
or reference pages 

 

 150 Possible Points                     Total=  
 
 
 


