
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTERN KENTUCKY HILLTOPPERS 24 (0-2) 
VS. 

LIBERTY FLAMES 30 (1-0) 
HOUCHENS-SMITH STADIUM | SATURDAY, SEPT. 19, 2020 

Team Notes 
 
• Liberty opened its 48th season of football, and third as an FBS program, with a 30-24 win at Western Kentucky. It was a game 
featuring two teams who won bowl games last year. 
• The Flames are now 23-25 all-time in season openers, including 2-1 during their FBS era. Liberty’s last season opener on the 
road also resulted in a victory, a 48-45 triumph at Baylor in 2017. 
• Liberty is now 3-0 all-time against Western Kentucky, renewing the series whose last meeting was a 23-14 Liberty win in 
Bowling Green, Ky., Oct. 19, 1996. Liberty is now 4-5 all-time when playing in Kentucky. Hugh Freeze is 2-0 all-time against 
WKU, including a 26-22 win at WKU on Oct. 1, 2011 when he was head coach at Arkansas State.  
• Following the win, Liberty is 2-1 all-time against Conference USA opponents. Liberty will take on three C-USA opponents this 
season in WKU, FIU and Southern Miss.  
• Liberty is now 4-1 under Coach Freeze in games decided by seven points or fewer. Liberty’s last game in the 2019 was a 23-
16 win over Georgia Southern in the FBC Cure Bowl.  
• The last time Liberty won a game without a passing touchdown was Nov. 5, 2016 at Presbyterian College, a 16-0 Flames 
victory. 
• Liberty’s 354 rushing yards were its most since rushing for 429 yards at Presbyterian College on Oct. 13, 2012. Liberty’s 58 
rushing attempts were its most since rushing 61 times against Charleston Southern on Oct. 30, 2004. 
• Liberty has scored on its opening drive nine out of 13 games under second-year head coach Hugh Freeze. 
• The last time a Liberty quarterback led a touchdown drive in his first drive as a starting quarterback was Sept. 19, 2009, when 
Mike Brown led a 12-play, 60-yard touchdown drive that he capped with a one-yard rushing touchdown of a 19-13 win at 
Lafayette. 
• The last time Liberty scored a touchdown on its first drive of a season was Sept. 1, 2018 when Liberty took the opening 
kickoff and went 82 yards on six plays in 1:56, capped by a 35-yard pass from Stephen Calvert to DJ Stubbs. It was Stubbs’ 
first career touchdown catch. 
• Malik Willis and Joshua Mack both rushed for 100 or more yards, the first time since Nov. 30, 2019 against New Mexico State 
(Frankie Hickson – 196; Mack – 118) that two Liberty players rushed for 100 or more yards in the same game.  
• Liberty’s 34:59 time of possession was its most since holding the ball for 35:01 at New Mexico State on Oct. 6, 2018. 
• Liberty’s defense held WKU to just 292 yards for the game, its second straight game holding its opponent under 300 total 
yards. The Flames allowed only 249 total yards to Georgia Southern in the FBC Mortgage Cure Bowl. 
• Liberty had five tackles for loss, its sixth straight game with five or more tackles for loss 
• Neither team had a turnover. The last time Liberty did not have a turnover was Nov. 30, 2019 against New Mexico State. The 
last time neither teams turned the ball over was Sept. 14, 2019 against Buffalo. 

 
Player Notes 

QB Malik Willis 
• Making his first start at quarterback in college after transferring from Auburn, Malik Willis went 13-for-21 with 133 yards while 
rushing for 168 yards and three touchdowns on 21 carries. His last start came during his senior year of high school 2016. 
• Willis’ 168 rushing yards break Mike Brown’s single-game rushing record by a Liberty quarterback, as Brown rushed for 160 
yards against Stony Brook on Nov. 20, 2010. Brown’s 160 yards also marked the last time a Liberty starting quarterback 
rushed for 100 or more yards in a single game. 
• Became the first Liberty quarterback since Brandon Robinson on Sept. 21, 2019 against Hampton with 100 or more rushing 
in a single game. He is also the first Liberty quarterback since Robinson last year with two rushing touchdowns.  
• His three rushing touchdowns were the most by a Flame since Frankie Hickson rushed for four touchdowns on Nov. 30, 
2019.   
 



Liberty Player Notes (Cont.) 
RB Joshua Mack 
• Rushed for 100 yards on 23 carries, his fourth 100-yard rushing game as a Flame. It was his 14th career collegiate 100-
yard game, as he had 10 100-yard contests while at Maine. It was his second straight regular-season game over 100 
yards, as he rushed for 118 yards in a regular-season finale win over New Mexico State on Nov. 30, 2019.  

WR CJ Yarbrough 
• Caught two passes for a team-leading 53 yards, including an acrobatic one-handed 21-yard catch in the second quarter.  

RB Shedro Louis  
• Rushed for 41 yards on four carries and a 29-yard touchdown run in his first action in the backfield in his career.   
• Also added 58 kickoff return yards on two returns   
 

 


