
 

NO. 25 LIBERTY FLAMES 38 (7-0) 
AT 

VIRGINIA TECH HOKIES 35 (4-3) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, NOV. 7, 2020 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 

Overall thoughts on the win… 
“It’s hard to quantify wins that you’ve had that are like that. I know, I said it here today, that there’s none bigger. There’s 
none bigger for our kids, our program and our administration. The vision that Dr. Falwell had many years ago, to not just 
come up here and play the JV team, but to play the big boy team and have a chance to compete. I couldn’t be prouder of 
the way our kids competed and didn’t worry about the scoreboard and played the next play. We knew we were going to 
have problems stopping them. I tried to slow the game down and manage it so we had a chance late in the game. The 
plan worked pretty good. I should have ended the game earlier instead of scoring the touchdown. We should have taken 
the knee, but I really thought with one timeout they would tackle us again and then we had to get the first (down) to end 
the game. I was so mad at myself. But now it’s all forgiven.” 
 
On the fourth down play… 
“We had several plans there. We were either going to take the first down throw, step out of bounds and try the field goal, 
which ultimately ended up happening, or Malik was going to run around for eight seconds way back there and go to 
overtime. They brought in all of their big offensive linemen for blocks. From that distance, we actually thought he could 
get it there, but he was going to kick it so low. After I saw who they brought in in their sub package, I didn’t want to try 
that again. They gave us the first down throw there to step out of bounds, which gave him inside of (the) 35 (yard-line), 
which we felt good about.” 
 
On Alex Barbir’s game-winning 51-yard field goal… 
“He was great today, and that’s what matters. We haven’t been perfect all year as a coaching staff or as offense, defense 
and special teams, but we’ve been perfect together. He’s a part of that. Today, he was pretty special. Hopefully, that gives 
him confidence moving forward because he’s got the leg to get the job done.” 
 
On QB Malik Willis’ play… 
“He’s our guy. I’m on him all the time about ball security. He didn’t make the right decisions on some reads today and 
tries to do crazy things with the ball sometimes. I thought we did a great job of managing the clock in the second quarter 
and that we had some really good plays to call down there if we can ever get done there. I thought we were going to run 
the clock down and go into half up. Obviously, that didn’t work out because we turned it over. I’ve told these kids all week 
long that we were going to climb this cliff today and not worry about the scoreboard until the clock was on 0:00. Malik 
played like that, and he played a solid second half and made plays for us when he had to.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze (Cont.) 
 

On the moment with his team after the game… 
“Extremely special. You don’t get a lot of moments like this in team sports, particularly with a school that’s 
trying to build a program and has been FBS a few years. Now at two wins over Power 5 opponents in year 
two is kind of euphoric, really. God has been extremely good to us. We’ve been able to not be too affected 
by COVID. Injuries have been bad at a few positions but overall pretty good. We’re thankful that we get to 
do this together with a group that loves each other and obviously is far from perfect. We stick together. 
That’s the way they played today.” 
 
More thoughts on the game… 
“I tell our team all the time let’s make them talk about us. I like getting talked about, and our team is 
embracing that. I believed that we could move the football. I believed that if we took care of it, we had a 
plan to slow the game enough to have a chance to be in it. I did not think we could stop them. No one has. I 
did believe that we were going to move the football, and we were going to try to shorten the game. That O-
line is one of the better O-lines I’ve seen, even (among those) in my days in the SEC.” 
 
More on the win… 
“Over the last 20 years, I believe Virginia Tech is a top-25 program in the nation. Believing that and knowing 
the type of players they have, for us to come to their place and get a victory in year two of our full FBS 
membership, I don’t know that I can really put into words how big it can be. I already know I’ve got a job to 
do next week to try to get our kids back down to Earth and understand how to prepare for another game. 
You’ve got to handle successes and failures, and so far we’ve handled them ok. But I think this will be my 
biggest challenge, for sure, getting them to come off this high. It’s an in-state Power 5 team. That affects 
recruiting. I have great respect for Coach Fuente. He does an awesome job, and they’ve got a great program 
here. To beat what I considered to be a top-25 program, not just one or two years, but a lot of years they’ve 
been that. For us to do it this soon in our journey here is pretty special.”  
 
On Malik Willis’ intangibles… 
“I probably should have went a little more tempo. We hurt them when we did that. I was so conscience to 
get this thing to the fourth quarter and be within one score or so. That’s worked for me in my past some in a 
couple of key games where I thought we were outmatched a little bit. Malik knows this about me that while 
I’m going to yell and scream some, he knows that I have the ability to put the ball back in his hands and trust 
him. He’s our guy. I’m not going to belabor a point of taking care of the ball. He can put it past him. It 
doesn’t bother anybody more than it does him when he turns it over. He cares that much.”  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  


