
 
 
 
 
 

NO. 25 LIBERTY FLAMES 38 (7-0) 
AT 

VIRGINIA TECH HOKIES 35 (4-3) 
LANE STADIUM | SATURDAY, NOV. 7, 2020 

Team Notes 

• In a spirited battle that saw 17 points scored in the final 1:41 of the game, Liberty’s Alex Barbir nailed a career-long 51-yard
field goal with one second left to provide the winning score in a 38-35 win for No. 25 Liberty at Virginia Tech.
• The Flames, ranked for the first time at the FBS level, evened the all-time series with Virginia Tech at 1-1, avenging a 36-13
loss at Virginia Tech on Sept. 3, 2016.
• Liberty is now 6-1 under Hugh Freeze in games decided by seven points or fewer and 2-0 in games decided by three points
or fewer.
• Prior to today’s three-point win, Liberty had outscored its opponents 160-70 in its last four games.
• Liberty is 2-0 against ACC opponents (38-21 at Syracuse, 38-35 at Virginia Tech) in 2020 after going 0-8 in program history
against the ACC prior to this season. The Flames are the first non-Power Five team to defeat two ACC opponents in the same
season since Houston defeated Louisville and No. 9 Florida State in 2015.
• With its 2-0 record against ACC opponents this season, Liberty will join the Notre Dame-Clemson winner as the only team
who has faced multiple ACC foes in 2020 and maintained an unbeaten record.
• Today’s game was Virginia Tech’s first home loss since Sept. 27, 2019 (Duke), snapping the Hokies’ six-game home win
streak.
• Liberty came into the game with an 0-4 record under Coach Freeze when trailing at halftime. The last time the Flames won
when trailing at halftime was Nov. 4, 2017, when they trailed Duquesne 24-10 at halftime and won 27-24.
• This was Liberty’s 14th straight game scoring 21 points or more, its longest streak of 21-point scoring outputs since scoring
21+ points in 18 consecutive games spanning the final seven games of the 2010 season and the full 2011 campaign.
• Liberty is now 4-0 this season against teams who competed in bowl games last season (also Western Kentucky, FIU and
Southern Miss).
• For the game, Liberty outgained Virginia Tech 249-201 on the ground and 466-418 overall.
• Liberty is 11-0 under Coach Freeze when outrushing an opponent.
• Liberty’s nine-game overall winning streak is its longest of its FBS era, and longest since a program-record 11-game winning
streak spanning Oct. 20, 2007 through Oct. 11, 2008.
• Liberty currently holds the nation’s second-longest active winning streak. If Notre Dame loses tonight to Clemson, the Flames
would own the national’s longest active winning streak among FBS teams.
• The Flames have posted their best start to a season in program history at 7-0, as the 1989 and 2008 squads started out 6-0.
• This is the first time since 2008 that the Flames have won their first three road games of the season.
• Today’s game marked the first time this season that Liberty received the opening kickoff.
• Liberty scored on its first drive for the fourth time this season and 12th time under Freeze.
• Opponents have scored on their first drive just twice this season and in six out of 20 games against Hugh Freeze’s Flames.
• Liberty trailed at halftime (20-14) for the first time since trailing 24-14 at Virginia on Nov. 23, 2019.
• Liberty has now had 10 different players post a receiving touchdown this season.
• Liberty trailed for just 4:36 seconds today. During their previous eight games, Liberty led for 355:18, trailed for just 7:30 and
tied for 117:12.
• Liberty went 4-for-4 on fourth-down conversions today. The Flames have converted on 14-of-16 fourth-down attempts. Liberty
came into the game ranked 10th in the nation in fourth-down conversion percentage.
• Liberty’s 14-play, 80-yard scoring drive in the second quarter was its longest this season in terms of time (7:25).
• Liberty’s 11-play, 95-yard touchdown drive at the start of the second half was its longest drive of the year in terms of yards.
• Barbir’s field goal was Liberty’s first game-winning field goal within the final five seconds of a game since Matt Bevins’ 24-
yard field goal Sept 27, 2008 for a 31-28 win at Youngstown State.



Liberty Player Notes  
QB Malik Willis 
• One game after scoring a program-record seven touchdowns (six passing, one rushing), added four touchdowns (three 
passing, one rushing).   
• Passed for 217 yards on 20-of-30 attempts with three touchdown passes, adding 108 yards on 19 carries with a rushing 
touchdown. 
• The first Liberty player since Mike Brown (334 passing, 160 rushing) against Stony Brook on Nov. 20, 2010 with 200 or more 
passing yards and 100 or more rushing yards.  
• The first Liberty quarterback since Mike Brown in 2010 with two 100-yard rushing games in the same season. 
• Became the first Liberty quarterback with three touchdown passes in a single game against an ACC opponent. 

RB Josh Mack 
• Making his first major contribution since Oct. 3 against North Alabama due to health issues, he carried the ball 19 times for 90 
yards. 
• In the last three games combined, Mack had 16 total carries, and had 19 today. 

WR CJ Yarbrough 
• After being limited due to injury early this season, led Liberty with a career-high five catches, a season-high 65 yards and one 
touchdown.  
• Caught his first career touchdown, the opening score of the game. Also caught a key fourth-down pass in the final seconds, 
setting up Liberty’s game-winning field goal.  

TE Jerome Jackson 
• Caught his first touchdown of the season, a two-yard toss from Malik Willis that pushed Liberty ahead 14-3 in the second 
quarter. Became the 10th different player with a receiving touchdown for the Flames this season,  

TE Johnny Huntley 
• Caught two passes for 30 yards, including a five-yard touchdown reception in the fourth quarter to make it 28-20 Flames. 
It was his second touchdown reception of the season and third of his career. 
 
RB Peytton Pickett 
• Rushed six times for 30 yards and a touchdown, his fourth touchdown of the season and third in the last four games.   

P Aidan Alves 
• Punted two times for an average of 44 yards, with a 51-yard punt and a 37-yard punt that was muffed inside Virginia 
Tech’s 10-yard line.   

K Alex Barbir 
• His 51-yard field goal was the longest of his career (42-yarder against ULM on Oct. 10). It was the longest field goal by a 
Liberty kicker since Alex Probert’s 51-yard field goal at New Mexico State on Oct. 5, 2019. It was also the longest field goal 
by a Liberty kicker against a Power Five team, breaking Matt Bevins’ long of 50 yards at N.C. State on Sept. 3, 2011. 
• Went 5-for-5 on PATs and 1-for-1 on field goals.   

 


