
 

UMASS MINUTEMEN 0 (0-4) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 45 (9-1) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | FRIDAY, NOV. 27, 2020 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the win and the defense… 
“We didn’t play great defensively, particularly on third down. I thought when we needed to really rise up and play good to 
get stops, we did. We got to play a lot of kids on that side of the ball, too, which is good. To shut them out, you can’t 
complain a whole lot. To have zeros on the board means they functioned pretty well.”  
 
On the offense and on UMass… 
“I don’t if I’ve coached in a game that had eight men already rolled down in the box pre-snap as much as I saw that today. 
They’ve had their issues of not being able to have team meetings and three practices here. Whatever issues there are, 
you’re doing what is giving your kids the best chance to try to compete. That did give us some matchups that we thought 
we could win and some one-on-ones. I was really proud of how we ran the ball against those fronts because you don’t 
have enough people to block them, and we still found a way to have some success on run games.” 
 
On the effort after the first loss of the season to NC State last weekend… 
“We’re proud. Get that taste out and go undefeated at home. That’s huge. That’s big. You hold serve at home and bounce 
back and play in the fashion we did today to give us this longer weekend to where we feel a little bit better about going in 
to play a top-15 opponent next week. It makes us feel better, for sure.” 
 
On missing some defensive contributors… 
“It was definitely an adjustment period. They throw a formation at you that you haven’t seen, and he’s got to try to make 
the calls. That hurt us a little bit on some of their unbalanced early on. I thought after that, those younger guys settled in 
and played pretty steady. I don’t think they were a huge issue. The explosive plays we gave up were more in the passing 
game after he scrambled around a little bit. I thought everybody settled in and played solid.” 
 
More on the win and if the team accomplished what it wanted to today… 
“Shutout at home, rushed for over 300 yards and were consistent on third down at the end other than at the end. At 
halftime, we were 5-of-6 and had the game in control. Other than giving up the explosive plays, we took care of the ball 
on offense. We took it away on defense. We checked about every box. I think we stayed healthy. I’m pretty pleased.” 
 
More on the defense… 
“If you consistently win first down and put teams in second and longer, you can make some calls where it turns your D-
line loose to be athletic. I don’t think we got many sacks today, but I know we put pressure on him with those guys. It was 
good to see. We’re playing a bunch of young kids there, too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
UMass Head Coach Walt Bell  
Overall thoughts on the game… 
“Will Koch was out today with a little bit of a rib issue leftover from FAU. He didn’t do anything wrong. We had 
to play Garrett Dzuro and mix in Josiah Johnson some back there. Offensively, we moved the ball well, better 
than we have at times. But we’re driving and have a penalty. We’re driving, drop a ball. We’re driving, turn the 
ball over. In the first half, we’ve got chances. Critical error at critical times, so we’ve got a lot of work to do this 
offseason and we’ll get that done. Defensively, how young we are and how thin we are really started to show 
itself. We played this whole year with seven DBs. We were down two of them today, and that kind of really 
limited our call sheet a little bit. Even early in the game, we weren’t as good as we have been. We’re a little bit 
of a tired, run down group right now. We desperately need a great offseason in front of us so our bodies can 
withstand the rigors of a football season.” 

 
On the quarterback play… 
“It was better. We’ve got a long way to go. We desperately need an offseason to get those two young guys 
ready.” 

 
Overall assessment of the season… 
“I’m glad we played, more than anything else. Instead of having 15 practices, we had 60. We had 60 really good 
practices. We know so much more about our young players. They also understand and learned a lot of great 
lessons about preparation, especially as a young football team. That’s a huge thing for us moving forward. 
Knowing there’s only two FBS teams not playing, we did not want to be number three.”  

 
 

 
 
  


