
 

SOUTHERN MISS GOLDEN EAGLES 35 (1-4) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 56 (6-0) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, OCT. 24, 2020 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the win and on being 6-0… 
“I told our team at midfield that I don’t know if I would have believed it if you would have told me in year two of FBS play 
that we’d be sitting here at 6-0 with the schedule we’ve faced. I couldn’t be prouder of the kids, the staff and so many 
others. The athletic training staff, the strength staff that has had to do so much extra work with COVID and the different 
things we have going on. So many people have poured into this to get us to this point. I couldn’t be prouder of the kids 
and the staff and for our school. I’m glad that we have an open week (coming up). We need it to rest and recover a little 
bit and hopefully get to work on some of the things we’re not doing particularly well. “ 
 

        On QB Malik Willis’ performance today and the early part of the third quarter… 
“He played really well outside of about four or five plays. Quarterbacks, when they make mistakes, it’s glaring. But when 
they do well, it’s glaring, too. I didn’t call a good third quarter. I was a little greedy at that point, trying to make it 42-7. All 
of the sudden, it’s 35-21 before you blink. I’m really proud of the way Malik bounced back from that. We put them (the 
defense) in some bad spots there at the start of the third quarter.” 
 
On the defense’s effort and if they played better than the 35 points given up… 
“Absolutely. That’s the disappointing thing. These guys have scored points on almost everybody they’ve played. I think 
they put up 50-something in the last game. They do a good job with their RPO game. I don’t think it would have been 35 
without the two turnovers, the fumble and the onside kick.” 
 
On the upcoming bye week… 
“If you go back to when we really started, we probably have gone 10 or 11 weeks. It’s time for them to take a breather 
without me in a team room. I think all of us need to take a little breather. Hopefully, we can remain disciplined enough to 
handle the issues we face, societal with everything that’s going on. We’re excited about having a week to kind of relax but 
still work.” 
 
On Jimmy Faulks’ play and his interception today… 
“Jimmy and I have had a lot of discussions since the beginning of camp. Everything doesn’t always your way in life. How 
you handle it when it doesn’t speaks volumes to how your life might be later on. I’ve met no one that life doesn’t throw 
you a curveball or hit you in the gut at some point. As Jimmy and I have tried to navigate what his role looks like on this 
team, along with his position coaches, there’s disappointment. I don’t blame him when your role is not as significant as 
you want it to be. I’m sure he’s not the only one who feels that way. It’s that way on every team. The ones who can 
weather those storms and keep grinding and keep believing and keep hoping, and when your time does come and 
something good happens, I want to rejoice with them. That’s all that was. It was just me rejoicing with him. He’s stuck in 
there and hung in there, and he’s going to persevere and be better for it. I don’t what that means, playing time or not. I 
just know he’s over the hurdle, and now I think he’s going to persevere, which in life will pay him great dividends.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze (Cont.) 
 

More on QB Malik Willis’ play this afternoon… 
“I thought he had his best week of prep. I thought he had his best week leading up to the game throwing the 
ball. I really wasn’t surprised. I felt like we were going to have to throw it early. The plan was to throw it 
early, and I thought we did it and did it very well. I think it was a really solid day. There were really only two 
times in the passing game that I thought he kind of went off script and didn’t do the exact way we had 
talked about doing something. That’s pretty good for a quarterback.” 
 
On Southern Miss’ fake punt failing to convert… 
“(Deon) Biggins, our true freshman out of Mississippi, man that was a heck of a play he had on that fake 
punt. I want to make sure I give him credit.” 
 
Looking ahead to Liberty’s next game at Virginia Tech on Nov. 7… 
“I hadn’t watched them on film yet, so I really have no clue. The game plan will be to keep it close and give 
our kids a chance, hopefully in the fourth quarter. What a talented team that is. I did watch them some early 
in the year. I think they’re super talented. That running back and quarterback, we’ll have our hands full with 
them. We’ll go to work on it and be excited about that challenge when it comes.” 

 
Southern Miss Interim/Interim Head Coach Tim Billings  
On the comeback efforts in the third quarter and overall thoughts on the game… 
“We really had to have something happen coming into the second half. The defense got a turnover, and the 
offense scored. We made them punt once. All of the sudden we had 21 points on the board. It really got us 
back into the game. The tough thing is their quarterback is a really, really good football player. Defensively, 
we had opportunities to get off the field. The thing that I saw is you can practice, but we hadn’t played in 
three weeks. It looked like we hadn’t played in three weeks. You can’t simulate that (tackling) in practice, 
especially with a team that’s as athletic as that football team at the skill positions.” 
 
On the defense and offense… 
“We played really hard on defense. We’re making too many mistakes with opportunities to get a lot of lost 
yardage plays. Number seven (Liberty QB Malik Willis), he’s a little bit of a magician. He made some great 
plays, and you’ve got to give him credit. We’ll have to look at the film defensively. Offensively, (QB) Tate 
Whatley played really, really well. He really hadn’t played in a game in three years. He came in and did a 
good job for us. Offensively, we struggled at times, but I think we offensively we played well and did a good 
job in the kicking game.” 
 

 
 
 
  


