
 

FIU PANTHERS 34 (0-1) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 36 (2-0) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, SEPT. 26, 2020 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the win… 
“I’m happy to be 2-0. I think there are a lot of things that obviously I’m not really pleased with, but our kids found a way 
to win a game at home on national TV against a very athletic, a very good, well-coached FIU team. I think they are going to 
win a lot of games. For us to find a way to win it, even though it wasn’t as pretty as we would like, we are thrilled to be 
sitting here 2-0.” 
 
On the Flames’ offense putting over 500 yards… 
“Our red zone offense was not good. They (FIU) do some good things, and they’re very athletic. I’d like to have some  
different calls in the red zone. I think we could have put the game away. From the 10 (yard line) to the 10 (yard line),  
I thought we had a really good plan. Outside of that, it was obviously was not really good in the red zone.”  
 
On Jayod Sanders’ fourth down sack late in the game and on the defense and special teams… 
“Our defense did just enough. That’s a little disappointing. I didn’t think we played well on special teams or defense. I’m  
certainly happy for Jayod to come up big in that moment. He’s a great kid. Obviously, he has worked hard to get himself in 
the rotation at times. TreShaun (Clark) flushed the quarterback too, so we have to get him a little credit. They really got 
after him on that play. We gave up so many explosive plays in the kicking game and defensively. We didn’t cover well. We 
didn’t punt the ball well. We missed a field goal that would have obviously been big. I thought (kicker Alex Barbir) did start 
getting more comfortable after he missed that one and was swinging more freely at it.” 
 
On Malik Willis’ passing today… 
“I thought he made really good reads and ran when he needed to and made some really nice throws. I was pretty pleased 
with that. He missed a couple (of throws). He missed one that would have been about an 80-yard touchdown. Overall, I 
thought he threw it pretty well. That’ll give us more confidence in calling the game watching him do that.” 
 
On FIU playing three quarterbacks and the uncertainty of what Liberty would see today… 
“It was a very uncomfortable week all around for me. I didn’t have a good feel of what I thought we were going to see or 
who we were going to see. They have Power Five transfers and Group of Five transfers, and very few of them were on the 
depth chart. I think they have a talented football team.” 
 
On the Flames’ energy… 
“I thought we were sluggish. I didn’t think it had much to do with us not having energy on the sidelines. We have to 
create our own energy. This COVID-19 issue causes teams different issues that you have to face and all of us have to face.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze (Cont.) 
 

On DJ Stubbs’ 119 receiving yards this afternoon… 
“When you’re playing a team that didn’t have a game under their belt and they have some new players, 
you’re not really sure who’s going to be the one who’s gone to when the ball is snapped. It just happened to 
be him. We had a couple designed to get to him early, and he did a good job with those. The rest are just 
Malik (Willis) making his reads and him winning his one-on-ones. It was his day to shine. We’re thankful he 
did. That catch he made for that touchdown was pretty special. This ought to be two weeks in a row that we 
get on ESPN for a Top 10 play. I think that’s a pretty phenomenal catch.” 
 
On the back-and-forth nature of the game… 
“The game is played in 60 minutes. Whatever the scoreboard says in between zero and 60 really shouldn’t 
concern us that much other than you have to call the game maybe a little differently. We don’t concentrate 
on anything but playing those 60 seconds and then see if the scoreboard works out to where we like it. 
When you take care of the ball and play for 60 minutes and play the next play and answer the bell when you 
have to, I was proud of that. I thought we answered the bell when we had to put points on the board. They 
weren’t touchdown sometimes, but we typically did that. You stay in the moment, and you don’t start 
pressing or worrying about what could happen.” 
 
Comparing the unique nature of his first two home openers at Liberty… 
“I’ll take this over last year anytime. I’m blessed to be able to walk and jog around a little bit and feel 
healthy. I’ll take this every single time. I’ve not had a normal two years here. I think the challenges of life 
always prepare you for the next one. If you learn how to handle the mountaintops and the valleys, I think 
the next time they come around you’re better prepared if you handled the valley fairly well the last time. I 
am thankful that it’s not last year even though I wish we didn’t have the COVID issue.” 
 
FIU Head Coach Butch Davis 
Overall thoughts on the game… 
“It’s mixed emotions. There were certain things in the first game of the season that you felt really good 
about. Obviously, running the football, D’Vonte Price had a great game. Shaun Peterson (Jr.) had a really 
good game. I thought our special teams probably was one of the best performances that we’ve ever had in 
four years (that I’ve been here). The kickoff returns were outstanding. Tommy Heatherly, his punts, we 
downed the ball at about the one-foot line. Chase Gabriel, a freshman, came in and made every single one 
of his extra points. I thought that special teams did a really good job. Defensively, we were inconsistent at 
times. Coming in, it was going to be very important to keep him (Malik Willis) in the pocket and not let him 
extend plays. He’s a good athlete. We missed some tackles in the backfield. The one thing I’m probably the 
most disappointed in was the penalties. When you don’t have scrimmages or a real game (leading up), you 
always wonder how your kids are going to do. Those penalties took away two great turnovers, interceptions 
that would have stopped a drive and would have taken seven points off the board or given our offense great 
field position inside the 50 and give us a chance to drive down and get a field goal, get a touchdown. There’s 
a lot of things that we’ve got to learn from. We missed a lot of guys. We missed three starters on the 
defensive line. We played three quarterbacks. The intention going into the game was that we were going to 
try to play all three of them in the first half and give each one of them two possessions. In those two 
possessions, if they were doing really good, we would give them a third possession. If they were on fire, we 
would have given them a third one just try to give them the opportunity. It’s the biggest question mark 
going into the season when you don’t have spring practice and you don’t spring games. I think we found out 
some things in the game this afternoon. We’ve got to pick our chest up. You go to work tomorrow and 
watch the film and learn from the film and see the mistakes made. You try to fix those from a coaching 
perspective and get us ready for our next home game.” 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  


