
 

LIBERTY FLAMES 30 (1-0) 
AT 

WESTERN KENTUCKY HILLTOPPERS 24 (0-2) 
HOUCHENS-SMITH STADIUM | SATURDAY, SEPT. 19, 2020 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 

Overall thoughts on the game… 
“To come to Western Kentucky today and beat a nine-win team from last year that returns 26 seniors and the addition of 
a dynamic quarterback, I think it’s a big win for our program. They had nine wins last year in Conference USA and probably 
expected to battle for that championship this year in that conference. I knew that this would be a good measuring stick of 
where we were in game one of year two of FBS play. I’m really proud of our kids and our staff. They’ve done a remarkable 
job during all of the different times that we’re in right now. Our administration, our academic team, our strength and 
conditioning staff and our nutrition team all did a great job of everything that was thrown at them. To come here and 
beat a senior-laden team that added a great quarterback from a nine-win season is a great start for us in year two.” 
 
On the offensive line and the 354 rushing yards for Liberty… 
“I’ve said the few times I’ve interviewed in fall camp that I felt really good about our O-line and our running backs. I knew 
we had question marks in some other places. I think that we won the line of scrimmage against a good defensive line, a 
good defensive front. That was huge for us today, to get the ball back up only six points and to be able to run the clock 
out, that’s totally on the offensive line and the running backs. I’m really pleased with that.” 
 
On quarterback Malik Willis’ impressive debut… 
“We’re pleased with most of his play today. He made some mistakes that we can correct. We knew he was athletic, knew 
we could do some things in the run game with him. I thought he was efficient in throwing the football. We really could 
have thrown it some more, probably. I probably started trying to run the clock out a little too early and probably should 
have thrown it a little bit more. I was really pleased. He’s got to get better at ball security when he’s running and stay in 
bounds there at the end. That would help us end the game a little quicker. I’m pleased for his first start in a college game.” 
 
On defensive ends Durrell Johnson and TreShaun Clark and the rest of the defense as a whole… 
“I thought Durrell started the game really well, as did TreShaun. They made plays throughout. I think even our backups 
played well on the defensive line. I thought we stopped the run game pretty well all day. They had a few quarterback runs 
that hurt us, but I was pleased with our defensive line. We’ve got to obviously not give up a couple of third downs so 
easily, and that last throw they were going to defend it. I think our defense played pretty solid today.” 
  
On concerns about the kicking game… 
“Well, the missed extra point, certainly. We didn’t protect on the field goal, and it got tipped. I think (Alex) Barbir is going 
to be fine. I thought our coverage units were good today.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze (Cont.) 
 

On Malik Willis’ third rushing touchdown of the afternoon… 
“That was a huge play in the game. Coach Harris was in the box, and he and Coach Gregg said that they thought if 
we got in this set that we would get that pull to the boundary. It was a great suggestion by our coaches and great to 
see Malik execute it and execute it right. We’ve just got to get him more consistent and he’s going to be a very 
dangerous player to defend. He’s just a little inconsistent and will guess sometimes and puts us behind the chains. I 
think he’s going to get more and more comfortable. I’m really pleased with his first outing.” 
 
On establishing the game in the trenches… 
“I thought it was huge. In the pit of my stomach, I really felt like our O-line was ready for the challenge. Had we not 
been able to establish the run, I think it’s a long, long day for us. I thought that was critical, and I thought both lines 
set the tone early on.” 
 
On his team’s composure after WKU came back to tie the game at 17-17 early in the third quarter… 
“Hopefully in our program they see a consistency from everything from top to bottom in our daily approach. I think 
when they see you that way, whether you’re up 14 or down 14 or up seven and you still have a confidence about 
that the next series or the next play will be one that changes the momentum, because it certainly had slipped. They 
had taken it back. Give them credit. They made some plays to do that. Hopefully the poise that our kids show is 
something that has to do with great leadership in the locker room along with how we prepare. I was really pleased 
to show us take back control of the game.”  
 
On what today’s game felt like… 
“This is a different year. The game felt a little different today, but it’s still a win. We’ll take it in whatever 
circumstances we’re in. We have to create our own energy in some of these environments. To sacrifice the things 
we’ve had to to get to this point is very rewarding. Knowing that every week hinges on that same type of discipline, 
preparation and accountability to take care of each other. It’s just a different time and different world. We’ll fly 
home today and be very proud of everyone’s efforts that were put into getting to this day.” 
 
On CB Chris Megginson and Quinton Reese’s play today as well as the Flames’ tackling… 
“The young corners, we blew a third down coverage with one of them and didn’t see going on another deep run 
that they had from the back side. But I thought they played pretty solid. I thought we tackled fairly decent, too. I 
was really worried about that.” 
 
On the wide receivers… 
“We’ve got to improve there. I thought (Kevin) Shaa showed some leadership as did (DJ) Stubbs. Demario (Douglas), 
we’ve got to get him more involved. He’s a playmaker. And obviously we need to get CJ (Yarbrough) and Noah 
(Frith) healthy. I believe in those young guys. C.J. Daniels, Jaivian (Lofton) and Brody Brumm, they all contributed 
for sure. But we need to get healthy there, and we made some mistakes there that really hurt us and got us off 
schedule a couple of times. We’ve just got to continue to improve that group and get them healthy.” 
 
On Shedro Louis’ TD run and his overall involvement today… 
“I thought he ran inside the tackles well also. Obviously we think he has some breakaway capability and probably 
should have used him more earlier. We’ve got four (running backs). I think Troy (Henderson) can really play, too. 
We’re really blessed at running back and have confidence in all of those guys.” 
 
 
 

 
 
  


