
Virginia Game Notes 
  
Liberty at Virginia 
Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019 
Scott Stadium 
  
Team Notes 
• UVA recorded its eighth win of the regular season. Last UVA won eight games in the regular season was 
2011. 
• With the win of the season, UVA has reached eight wins for the 27th time in program history. 
• UVA has scored 30+ points for the seventh time this season. It is the most games in a season with at least 30 
points since the 2004 team did so eight times.  
• Virginia finished with 227 rushing yards. It is the first time since the 2018 Belk Bowl (205 vs South Carolina) 
that UVA surpassed 200 rushing yards. It was the most rushing yards in a game since the 2018 opener when 
UVA rushed for 301 yards against Richmond.  
• UVA won the time of possession battle (38:45) for the ninth time this season. 
• UVA scored on its opening offensive drive of the game for the seventh time this season and for the fourth 
game in a row. 
• UVA returned a kick return for 37 yards in the second quarter. It was the first kick return of 30+ yards yielded 
by Liberty this season. UVA returned a second kick for 41 yards in the second quarter.  
• CB Heskin Smith made his first career start. 
• UVA had one collegiate debut against Liberty. DB Major Williams 
 
Player Notes 
• With 229 yards of total offense, QB Bryce Perkins passed 3,000 yards of total offense for the season for the 
second year in a row. He is the first Cavalier to notch multiple seasons of 3,000 yards of total offense. The 
plateau has only been reached four times in Virginia history (Bryce Perkins, 2018-19; Kurt Benkert, 2017; Matt 
Schaub, 2002), including three seasons in a row from 2017-19. 
• Perkins won his 16th game as a UVA quarterback, trying him for No. 3 all-time in career wins at Virginia with 
Aaron Brooks, Marques Hagans and Jameel Sewell. Perkins is 16-8 all-time as UVA’s starting quarterback.  
• WR Terrell Jana scored his first touchdown of the season (second of his career) on an eight-yard scoring 
strike from Bryce Perkins on UVA’s first offensive drive of the game. 
• RB Seneca Milledge returned a kick return 37 yards on his first collegiate play in the second quarter. It was 
the first kick return to go 30+ yards yielded by Liberty this season.  
• DB DeVante Cross notched his first interception of the season (second of his career) in the second quarter, 
returning it 52 yards. The interception of LU’s Buckshot Calvert snapped the nation’s longest active streak of 
pass attempts without an interception (295). Cross’ only other career interception happened last season 
against Calvert and Liberty.  
• Cross had his second interception of the game (third of his career) in the fourth quarter, returning it 35 
yards. It is the first time in his career with two interceptions in one game.  
• RB Lamont Atkins scored his first collegiate touchdown on a three-yard rush in the second quarter. 
• OLB Charles Snowden recorded his first career reception on a fake field goal attempt in the third quarter. It 
went for 24 yards and set up UVA’s first score of the second half.  
• RB PK Kier’s four-yard rushing score in the fourth quarter was the first of his career.  
• WR Dontayvion Wicks caught his first career touchdown pass for 44 yards in the fourth quarter.  
 
 
 



Virginia vs. Liberty 
November 23, 2019 
Virginia Head Coach Bronco Mendenhall 
 
Opening statement: 
“I’m really thankful for the work the staff and the players have put in. It’s gratifying to have our eighth win in 
back-to-back seasons. A year ago it took us through our bowl game to get our eighth win, and here we have it in 
the regular season with still one game to go. With one game remaining in the regular season, the Coastal 
championship will be on the line and I think that reflects growth and progress within the program and I think it 
reflects steady and unbroken growth within the progress in four years to this point.” 
 
On inexperienced players getting time today: 
“It was our hope [to get those players time], but not counted on because you don’t know how the game is going 
to go. Wayne Taulapapa had been beat up. He didn’t practice the majority of the bye week or this week. P.K. 
[Kier] and Mike [Hollins] - that was our plan – to play both of them and Lamont [Atkins] because Wayne 
wasn’t healthy all the way. Same with Joe Reed – he just isn’t 100% quite yet. We did our best to make sure all 
players were ready and then manage the game the best we could from there.” 
 
On Seneca Milledge: 
“It’s the first time this year that we’ve seen him at close to 100%. For those that don’t know, he had the top 
100-meter time in the country this year. He’s fast and he’s very strong and very dynamic. In practice, it 
continues to show and show and show. The injury at the beginning was significant and it’s taken a long time [to 
recover]. That he’s becoming available now gives us one more return option, which is great.” 
 
On the rushing attack: 
“It’s our ideal if you look at the balance on the sheet today. When you have the running back run-game in 
addition to the quarterback run-game in addition to the throw-game, that becomes more of the intent of what we 
would like to do on a consistent basis. It’s encouraging, it’s needed and it’s necessary. It’s coming at the right 
time in these last three or four weeks.” 
 
On managing expectations for Virginia Tech: 
“It’s a delicate balance because the reality is that the University of Virginia has not had much success in that 
game [against Virginia Tech]. Managing that could certainly be a contributing factor. However, we’re talking 
now about an opponent that has qualified for [27] straight bowl games and has made a commitment to football 
that has lasted for a long time. We are making that commitment and resurgent. The reality is that we have the 
Coastal Division championship and basically the state championship and a lot to play for. Now that we’ve said 
all that, it becomes interference. It’s playing the game, preparing for the schemes, strategies and matchups and 
anything that allows us to drift outside of that really works counter to our preparations. It really is all about the 
game within the lines, not anything else. My message every single day is coming right back to the execution.” 



Virginia vs. Liberty 
Virginia Player Quotes 
November 23, 2019 
 
Senior Defensive Tackle Eli Hanback 
 
On preparation for Liberty game  
“I don’t know if we were anxious, but definitely knew that they were a quality football team, especially on 
the offensive side of the ball. They have a very good quarterback, capable receivers and an effective run 
game. I think we knew what we were getting into because they are a quality opponent.”  
 
On team being close to team goals  
“A whole lot has gone into this. Just all the way back from last winter to spring ball, summer workouts 
and camp we put countless of hours of work and sweat into preparing for this. It’s paying off and going 
good so far.”  
 
Junior Running Back PK Kier  
 
On success of the run game   
“I mean it was fun. We were all having fun out there and encouraging each other. When you play as one 
this is what happens. We can be something special out there and it was a big win today. “ 
 
On touchdown 
“So I’m going to start at the beginning. I got the ball, saw the hole, ran and my eyes lit up because all I saw 
was the end zone. I wasn’t even thinking about the two coming from the sides and when I got tackled, I 
was like, ‘oh no I’m going to finish this one off.‘”  
 
Junior Safety De’vante Cross 
 
On making big plays 
“It’s nice to have the ball in my hands and getting to run around and read blocks while trying to make 
something of a play. It was really exciting to do that today. “ 
 
On first interception of the game  
“To be honest with you, I have no idea what happened. I saw the ball in the air, and it was high up there, 
so I first looked around to see if there was anyone out there. There wasn’t so I just thought wow he really 
threw it out here as a freebee so I just took advantage of it. “ 
 
Junior Tailback Lamont Atkins 
 
On how the day felt: 
“Today was amazing. The running backs were really focused on our goal today, which was to make a 
statement and to be effective on the ground. I thought we did really good at that all around.” 
 
On how it felt to get some looks: 
“It felt good. I’ve been working really hard ever since I first got here and it felt really good to have some 
opportunities and make the most of it.” 
 
On getting contributions from so many different people: 
“It was a really good team win. There were a whole lot of guys making plays all over the field, whether it 
was on the ground, through the air or even on defense as well.” 



 
Junior Outside Linebacker Charles Snowden 
 
On how much the trick play was practiced: 
“We went over it throughout the bye-week, and it worked in practice. Coach felt confident enough to call 
it and it worked in the game.” 
 
On the quarterback pressure: 
“We knew we had success getting after the quarterback and being aggressive. We knew they had a great 
passing offense, so to make the quarterback uncomfortable, we had to play Virginia football and go after 
him.” 
 
On Heskin Smith’s performance: 
“He got thrown in there late and he stepped up and did his part. He made plays out there and executed. 
He had plays made on him, but he never waivered.” 
 
Sophomore Defensive Back Heskin Smith 
 
On the last couple weeks since he’s been cleared: 
“They’ve been pretty good. I just came out here and transitioned from knee surgery, so I’m just happy to 
be back out here to work.” 
 
On when he realized he would be playing more: 
“Tuesday really. I just had to prepare for everything. Guys go down, so I had to be prepared and be 
ready.” 
 
On team’s confidence in him: 
“They had a lot of confidence in me. Ever since I came back, I’ve been working my tail off and working 
hard. I’ve been getting in the film room and getting with my teammates and coaches and really trying to 
gain planning and more confidence so I can be a student of the game out there when I play.” 
 
Junior Wide Receiver Terrell Jana 
 
On team approach: 
“I think it was important to frame this game where it’s part of our end goal. We have a lot of goals at the 
start of the season and this game was essential as a part of that process. I was impressed and I liked how 
we prepared for this game.” 
 
On his offensive assessment: 
“I think we’re flowing and I think we’re doing well. Quarterback play is great, the O-line is doing their job, 
the running back’s had a great day today. All of the parts are coming together which is a great time.” 
 
On having eight wins at this point in the season: 
“You can’t ask for more than that. It’s a good place to be and I’m excited to get to the next week. With our 
goals in mind, this is definitely where we need to be.” 
 


