
Liberty Post-Game Notes 
 

·       The Virginia game wrapped up a season-long, four-game road trip for the Flames. 
·       Liberty posted a 1-3 record during the road swing and is now 3-9 on the road during its 

first two seasons at the FBS level. 
·       The Flames were the only FBS team in the country to play four-consecutive road games 

during the 2019 season. 
·       RB Frankie Hickson finished the game with 88 rushing yards, giving him 2,582 career 

rushing yards. 
·       Hickson becomes the sixth player in school history with 2,500 or more career rushing 

yards. 
·       With his 283 passing yards today, QB Stephen Calvert surpassed the 3,000 yard passing 

mark for the third-consecutive season (2017 – 3,363; 2018 – 3,068; 2019 – 3,224). 
·       Prior to Calvert’s arrival on campus, Liberty quarterbacks had thrown for 3,000 or more 

yards a total of three times in 43 seasons of Flames football. 
·       Calvert’s interception in the second quarter brought to an end the senior’s lengthy 

streak without an interception. Over the span of eight-plus games, Calvert had thrown 
295 pass attempts without an interception. 

·       Calvert came into the game with the nation’s longest active passing attempts streak 
without an interceptions (281 passing attempts). 

·       LB Solomon Ajayi finished the game with a career-best 13 tackles (previous career high 
was 10 tackles against New Mexico on Sept. 28, 2019). 

·       Liberty surrendered a season-high 55 points to Virginia, marking the third time this year 
the Flames have allowed 40-plus points in a game (also allowed 44 points in a 59-44 win 
over Maine and a 44-34 loss at Rutgers). 

 
 



Virginia vs. Liberty 
November 23, 2019 
Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
 
Opening Statement: 
“Very disappointed in the way we played today. Certainly don’t know that we could’ve won the football 
game because Virginia is a really good team. They’ve got a defense that is really well coached and a 
quarterback who makes plays when plays aren’t even there. He threw the ball really well today. We were 
up 14-10 and we went off the rails doing things we haven’t done. It just felt like from that point forward 
that we weren’t very well coached in all facets of the game. Our kids just didn’t play with the same 
confidence that they played with when we were up 14-10. It felt like it carried over into the locker room 
and we never responded which falls on me and my staff. It’s disappointing. I really felt like coming in here 
that we would be in the game. I felt like we had a good week of prep and that we would have a shot to be 
in it at the end.”  
 
On interception and momentum shift:  
“It appears that it affected us more than I would like to admit. I am big on don’t blink, you have got to play 
the next one. It was upsetting. We had an RPO on them. The ball should never go deep to the middle of the 
field. He knows that and he is beating himself up but that was frustrating. It seemed like it carried over to 
the second half.” 
 
On Virginia’s second half energy: 
“That would probably be a better question for Bronco but there is no question it gave them some 
momentum. They had the pick and they returned it to the other side of the field and had a short field. It 
seemed like we gave them short fields the whole night. Our special teams were as bad as they have been 
all year. We have been pretty solid and we were not very good today. So we probably gave them 
momentum in a time where they needed some.” 
 
On message to team:  
“60 minutes for 60 more. That will be my message. We have got 60 that are on the schedule and we have 
a shot, if we win those 60, to have one more together. It sure would be fun to do especially for these 
seniors.” 
 
On CJ Armor’s playing time:  
“He has been that way all year. We were just trying to save his games. Noah wasn’t really into it today. He 
wasn’t with us today. I think it’s his third game so we will have to judge next week. We didn’t put DeMario 
in this week so he has two more. We expect to see him some and CJ we will have to judge.”  
 
On running game:  
“We started to have to throw it a lot after the score got skewed. Frankly, ran it really well. We could’ve 
been balanced if we just hung in there and kept it a one score, ten point game. That is the frustrating thing 
we didn’t manage to do it.”  
 
 
 
 
 



Virginia vs. Liberty 
Liberty Player Quotes 
 
R-Senior RB Frankie Hickson  
On the last two quarters 
“It was disappointing. There are no other words to say it. This squad can learn a lot from what happened. 
Tomorrow is a great chance to learn from our mistakes and get better. We can then look forward to New 
Mexico State.” 
 
On their last shot to become bowl eligible 
“We need to prepare the same way we do every week. We need to make sure we know our opponent this 
upcoming Saturday. You can’t think of it as pressure. There isn’t any pressure. It’s just another game, another 
opponent, another man across from you.” 
 
On playing a team they have already faced 
“Anything can happen on a Saturday. You cannot look at the past. You can look at some things they did on film 
and see if we can get the same looks.  Other than that, its just another team. Still 0-0. Like coach told us, we still 
have another 60 minutes to get another 60 minutes.” 
 
On the interception thrown 
“It was a mistake. Everyone makes mistakes. I trust him, 100%. He is my quarterback. I trust his decisions and I 
trust him going forward.” 
 
R-Senior Safety Elijah Benton 
On the mood in the locker room at halftime 
“Every one was ready to go back out. We were only down by 10 points. The game was there for the taking and 
we just did not execute in the second half.” 
 
On why this team is capable of becoming bowl eligible 
“Its all about the preparation. It has not just been week-to-week. This started last spring. Everyone bought in 
and bonded. Every one has worked hard. The way that we have prepared, and this has always been the goal, to 
make the first bowl game. I think that is why we can do it. “ 
 
On how important the next game is for the seniors 
“It is really important to get another chance to play another football game. But this is bigger than that. It is 
bigger than me and bigger than the seniors. Knowing what this would do for the program, to make it to the first 
bowl game. It’s a legacy that would never be able to be erased. That is the biggest goal.” 
 
Senior QB Stephen Calvert 12 
On why the team was not able to get going again late in the game 
“They did a really good job of getting after us. The defense brought a lot of pressure. They did a really good job 
switching up their defenses and their fronts. They were well prepared and they came out fighting.” 
 
On how important the next game is 
“It will be the biggest game of the season. This affects what we want to do, our future. We have to come out 
swinging. We have to make big plays. Coach said it, ‘Play 60 minutes for another 60 minutes.’ We just have to 
have that mindset. We have to play a whole 60 minutes to reach our goal of playing another 60 minutes.” 
 
On his last game at Williams Stadium 
“Time’s flying. It is a blessing and honor to be a part of this team. The guys surrounding me are great guys, 
great teammates. They are always supporting me. It is such an honor to be a part of this program and to have the 
impact that I have had on this program.” 
 
R-Senior DL Jessie Lemonier  
On the playing defense against this team 
“Our defensive philosophy is just to relish every moment we get. Every time, no matter what, the ball could be 
at the one, we have got to love being out there. We always come out excited. It definitely does not feel good 
when they have such momentum, but it’s a challenge. Defensively, we like the challenge. No matter what 
position you put us in, we want to go against anybody.” 
 


