
 
Liberty Postgame Notes and Quotes 
Liberty vs. Rutgers (Oct. 26, 2019) 
SHI Stadium (Piscataway, N.J.) 
 
Final Score – Rutgers 44, Liberty 34    
 
Liberty Head Football Coach Hugh Freeze 
Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Opening Statement: 
“Obviously not the result that we had hoped for coming here. Got to give credit to Rutgers and their coaching 
staff. They dominated the line of scrimmage offensively and the time of possession. It was very difficult for us 
to get off the field on third down and that resulted in us not having many possessions offensively. So it's very 
frustrating. We knew we were coming against a very physical offensive line. They looked it, they looked the 
part. They controlled the entire game, winning first downs and then they put themselves in second and shorts 
and third downs. The quarterback threw the ball well enough to convert third downs when they needed to. We 
didn't guard particularly well or tackle particularly well at times, and that's really the story of the game. We 
would have had to score on every possession we got and I still don't know if we had enough possessions to do 
that. That's a tough task. So we will regroup and go back to work and have a chance to win next week against 
UMass.” 
On the performance: 
“It's hard to swallow when you lose a game that you feel like you had a chance to win. Certainly they had a 
chance to win it too, it wasn't like we were much better or talented team. But I told our kids all week it was a 
toss-up game. We can win it or they can win it. It'll take a 60-minute fanatical effort. We made some mistakes. 
The fumbled kickoff really hurt us. That kind of got it to wear it was a two score game, so that that that was 
difficult. At that point in the game we really needed possession of the ball. So that mistake hurt. Still, it came 
down to them controlling the line of scrimmage. We hadn’t had a false start all year before today. Our kids said 
they were getting some cadence things from the other side of the ball. I asked the officials and they said they 
hadn't seen any of that. But that’s on the coaching staff. That can’t happen. We have to communicate faster 
and more efficient.” 
On the team’s drive to the goal line that came up short: “It's frustrating for sure. You have to score in this kind 
of game, you don't have enough possessions to kick field goals. Still at that point it didn't feel like it was 
devastating. We were going to go for the fourth and goal inside the one but then we got the false start again. 
That really hadn't happened to us all year. That backed it up. The field goal at that point still kept it in touch. I 
don't like the result of not getting the touchdown, but it really came back to you kick it off to them and they 
control the line of scrimmage again. If we could have gotten a stop there somewhere and got the ball, we'd 
proven that we can move the ball, so that could have been different.” 
On being called offsides on the onside kick: 
“I did not think he was offsides. The official on the other side of the field threw the flag on Jesse, who was on 
our side. I’d have to see the film but it didn’t appear to me that we had anyone offsides.” 
Liberty Quarterback Stephen Calvert  
On what Rutgers did differently in the second half to prevent Liberty from moving the ball down the field like 
they did in the first half: 
“Honestly they stuck with the same game plan throughout the whole game.” 
On this game being similar to the first two weeks: 
“We moved the ball pretty well, we just couldn’t execute. It was nowhere near like the first two games.” 
On trying to reach the ball out to cross the goal line: “I was in the motion of doing that, but he wrapped me up 
so I couldn’t really extend my arms.” 
On Rutgers taking away the run game: 
“They did a good job when we did run the ball to clog it up.” 



Liberty Wide Receiver Antonio Gandy-Golden 
On adjustments from Rutgers: 
“Personally, I don’t feel like they changed up too much. We did what we could.” 
On the goal line play, not being able to get into the end zone and settling for the field goal: “I wouldn’t say it 
was deflating. We wanted to score and we always want to score when were that close to the goal line, but I just 
feel like it made us go to the sideline and say to ourselves we have to regroup and figure it out. We can’t be 
that close to the goal line and not score.” 
On offenses exchanging touchdowns, similar to games from last year: 
“We had a lot of games like that last year. The defense has stepped up a lot this year. They carried us through 
a lot of games this season, so honestly I feel like this one was to return the favor.” 
On the field goal to cut it a 13-point game: “Stuff like that happens, it shifts everything. It wasn’t the best, we 
held them to a field goal. They didn’t score, but they shouldn’t have gotten anything.” 
Liberty Defensive Lineman Jessie Lemonier 
On being worn down: 
“Personally, I played every snap except one play, it wasn’t wearing us down it was just like different fitting wise, 
the whole speed of it. Preparation, there was a little more we could do on our end.” 
On prepping for Rutgers QB Johnny Langan to run as much as he did: “Yes we did plan for him to run a lot, but 
we didn’t expect him to be bigger and hard to tackle.” 
On things Rutgers did that Liberty didn’t prepare for: No, we covered everything and there were actually a few 
things we were expecting to see that they didn’t run.” 
 
Liberty Postgame Notes: 

• Today’s game marked the first time the Flames have played in a game with a Noon kickoff since the 
Flames 2017 season finale at Charleston Southern on Nov. 18.  

• The Flames scored on the game’s opening possession when Frankie Hickson scored on a four-yard 
rushing touchdown at 11:43, capping off a 10-play, 80-yard scoring drive (3:17 TOP). 

• The scoring drive marked the fifth time the Flames have scored on the opening drive of the game in 
2019 (also against Louisiana, Buffalo, Hampton and Maine). 


