
 

 

NEW MEXICO STATE AGGIES 28 (2-10) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 49 (7-5) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, NOV. 30, 2019 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the game... 
“I think I made a mistake last week. I think our team was not quite ready for me to make so much of that game, 
and I kind of approached it differently. I think it was great for our kids to talk about playing out of love for one 
another and this university and not worrying about what was riding on this game or not and not feeling like you 
had any pressure. I told them in pregame that ‘We all come into this with a story’. We all have a story, the 
university has a story, the players have a story, the coaches have a story, and we get to write one of the last 
chapters of this story, this book of 2019 tonight. I am really pleased; it wasn’t as clean of a game as I would’ve 
liked, but there was no question that the passion and the energy was there from our kids. I am so thrilled for 
President (Jerry) Falwell Jr. and Becki (Falwell) and the vision that was cast by his father, and for us to walk in 
that vision is pretty unique, humbling and special. Ian (McCaw) and his administration is so supportive, and they 
are just servant leaders, and it is incredible to work for them. To see them get to celebrate in this is pretty unique 
and special. I am glad Turner Gill is here; he deserves a lot of credit for laying this foundation to start the 
process of going into FBS. We are excited to hit the road tomorrow and go recruit some more players. It is really 
sweet to walk into the homes tomorrow knowing that you got the seventh win and are bowl eligible. That is pretty 
special in year one. We are very blessed and I’m honored. I love having my wife and kids around for this. Jill has 
went through a lot at the beginning of this year to do everything for me when I was going through my health 
issue, and it was quite humbling for her to have to do everything. I didn’t care for that too much, but man she did 
it and was just a warrior, and I owe so much to her and happy she is here. There was so many great efforts 
tonight. I told Frankie Hickson in practice on Tuesday that I was going to ride him, and boy he ran like a senior 
should today that cares about this university and cares about the results of this game. I am proud of the kids 
playing out of love for one another and this university.” 
 
Thoughts on being bowl eligible in year one… 
“It is extremely fulfilling. You want to give glory back to where it belongs, and there are so many people that I 
mentioned. Obviously, God’s goodness has been good to us all in a lot of ways, and I have been fortunate in 
year one to go to a bowl game at every school that I have been at. I think it speaks for the coaches that we bring 
in. We create a culture that sets a standard of competition and work. When I said that at the press conference, I 
didn’t know that until Ian (McCaw) sprung it on me afterwards we have two FCS teams and six wasn’t going to 
be enough (to be bowl eligible). It made me a little nervous, and then I missed 23 days of practice. That made 
me nervous too about our ultimate goal, so it is very fulfilling for a lot of things. President Falwell and his crew 
were nice enough when I took the job to let me stay in the mansion, and for a month, I would walk by his father’s 
office quite frequently and I would think about the vision that was cast four decades or so ago and now God 
knew I would walk in that vision at some point. It kind of makes you feel like there is a bit of pressure to get it 
done because you want so badly to see everything he envisioned, and we are going to get there. This was a big 
step toward that, so it is very fulfilling.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Liberty-New Mexico State Coach Quotes (Cont.) 
 

New Mexico State Head Coach Doug Martin  
Overall thoughts on the game… 
“Liberty’s a much improved football team from last year. Where I think they’ve made the most 
strides is defensively. They do a really great job of coaching on defense and are hard to prepare 
for. They’re just a really sound football team.” 
 
On getting close in the second half… 
“In the second half, we closed it to a touchdown, but then they went right back and answered and 
made it a two-score game again. We really needed a stop right there and just didn’t get it.” 
 
On Liberty’s success on the ground… 
“It was just one-on-one matchups. They just beat us at the line of scrimmage physically. They just 
blocked us, and we probably need to bring more pressure but didn’t feel like we could hold up in the 
back end. They have good receivers, and it’s hard when you get matched up one-on-one against 
them.” 
 
On positives from this season… 
“I told our kids the way we finished. We won two of our last three. To come from where we were at 
0-9 and win those last two, particularly one of them being a rivalry game against UTEP was a 
positive step for us. We played a really tough schedule. We’ve had a lot of injuries, and it’s just 
been one of those years. We had a good group of kids. They played hard, they fought hard and 
practiced hard. They had a good attitude about things.”  

 
 


