
NEW MEXICO LOBOS 10 (2-2) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 17 (3-2) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, SEPT. 28, 2019 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the game... 
“I say this all the time and I mean it; winning a college football game is never easy. It is just never easy when there is 
close to equal talent on the field. It is just very, very hard. Some Saturdays it looks easy, but most Saturdays it is a 
grind on you as a coach and the kids probably enjoyed it a lot more than we do because every yard, second on the 
clock you are having to make decisions that the game hangs in the balance. And I guess that is why I love doing it. It 
is the best sport in the world, and I am just so proud of our kids, in particular the defense. I thought they played 
outstanding against a very good offensive football team. The game went nothing as I thought it was going to go. I 
mean I went for it on 4th and 2 at like the 40-yard line to start because I just had my mind made up that this thing is 
going to be 45-41 shootout, type game. I quickly changed my mindset, but Scott (Symons) and his staff did a 
phenomenal job. Our kids, besides the quarterback breaking us down a few times and hurting us on some scramble 
runs, I thought they just did outstanding and really proud of them. That is something they can build on and gain 
confidence in, and we really need that going on the road. You have got to play great defense on the road, and this is 
something I think we can build on defensively. Offensively, you have almost 500 yards, you have to have more than 
17 points, and I’m frustrated with myself. Just frustrated that we didn’t put the game away. The game should’ve been 
put away, and we fumble inside the one, missed a field goal, a negative play that gets us behind the chains. We 
should’ve put the game away and we didn’t. I am proud of our O-line. We rushed the football but should have had 
more points.” 

On Liberty’s red zone defense… 
“It is what we preach really defensively. We want to tackle well and be assignment sound, and we want to control the 
explosive plays and hold teams to field goals in the red zone. You don’t stop offenses very much in this day-in-time if 
the talent is somewhat equal, so you just want to really grind and be really good in that red zone to make it hard for 
people to get in the end zone. They did that to us tonight, and we did it ourselves a couple of times. Our defense was 
obviously very good when they needed to be obviously other than that last drive there. I think we probably could’ve 
played that a little bit differently. We’ll look at that and see, but the defense was good tonight.”  

New Mexico Head Coach Bob Davie  
Overall thoughts on the game…  
“We were out of sync a little bit on offense, starting with the quarterbacks the first half of the game. We had some 
uncharacteristic penalties. Last week, we played the game with two offensive penalties for the whole game. We 
probably had six, if I go back and look at the statistics in the first half on offense. We got a little bit greedy. On a 2nd-
and-7, we went to a one-high on #11 (Liberty’s Antonio Gandy-Golden. He ran an out and up for a big play on us. We 
were clouding him, putting two on him the whole game. Then they had one other big play in the first half. They put the 
slot in the boundary, they ran kind of a switch-vert into the boundary and had the big throw. Self-inflicted mistakes, 
Tevaka (Tuioti) throws the interception, we have an automatic field goal that takes off the board. We come down there 
at the end, we almost have the first down on the two-yard line. They review it; we didn’t get the first down. Of course, 
they fumbled one, too, on the goal line.” 



Liberty-New Mexico Coach Quotes (Cont.) 

New Mexico Head Coach Bob Davie (Cont.) 
More thoughts on the game… 
“I give them credit. I didn’t think they could stop us. We went into this game with momentum on offense. I 
preached the message last week. I’ve seen us move the football before. I’ve seen Tevaka hot before. It’s 
all about consistency. To come in here and win on the road, that’s a good football team, and I give them 
a lot of credit for this environment. It was really an impressive environment here. We showed some fight. 
Tevaka came back in after getting banged a little bit. We played until the end. We came down to an 
onside kick that we executed pretty good. We didn’t get it. The bottom line, we go home 17-10 loss. We 
have a Friday night game now on the road on the West Coast. We go from the East Coast to the West 
Coast. I’m about getting back to Albuquerque and improving, and that’s exactly what I told the team. I 
appreciate the fight. I also give a lot of respect to Liberty, how well they played on defense. I don’t think 
we played our best on offense. I also give credit to #12 (Stephen Buckshot Calvert) and #11 (Antonio 
Gandy-Golden). They were struggling a little bit early, 12 was struggling. That out and up there at the 
end of the first quarter woke them up and got them going. He’s a handful.” 

On the game plan and how things played out… 
“We were going to run the football a little more, without any question. UL-L rushed for about 400 yards 
on them. It was to run the football more and then get the RPO and the play action going. Tevaka wasn’t 
as accurate early in the game. Jordan Kress dropped a ball after making a couple of great catches last 
week. We just weren’t in sync on offense. Eventually, they’re going to score with those receivers and 
that quarterback. We couldn’t get ahead when we had a chance there because we weren’t in sync 
offensively.” 

On Liberty’s fourth-down stand midway through the fourth quarter… 
“That’s a huge play because you’re going to come back on defense with about six minutes left, and now 
they’ve got a dilemma. Do they throw it, which they’re probably going to throw it with 11 out there and 
probably sprint out. They did so much of that. There would have been some pressure on that.” 

On his defense and looking ahead to next week… 
“Our secondary has been under siege. We tried to be smart and double 11. For the most part, that was a 
good plan. It’s hard to continually double him when they’re running the ball. We were trying to make 
them patient. They bled us a little bit in the run game. Any time you play with two safeties back there, 
that’s going to happen. I was encouraged with the fight. It was a hot and humid night. There was good  
fight, disappointed we didn’t win. Now we go into conference play, so the whole thing changes. We go to  
San Jose next Friday night, two teams trying to bounce back. Air Force beat them last night, and we lost 
here on the East Coast.” 


