
 

 

MAINE BLACK BEARS 44 (2-5) 
AT 

LIBERTY FLAMES 59 (5-2) 
WILLIAMS STADIUM | SATURDAY, OCT. 19, 2019 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 
Overall thoughts on the game... 
“I have a lot of mixed emotions about tonight’s game. For most of the year, I think our defense has played with great 
passion and carried this football team, and special teams have been pretty solid too. Offensively, we’ve been kind of 
up and down. I felt tonight we were pretty efficient offensively. Defensively, it was our worst effort of the year. It’s good 
to be able to still celebrate a win when that happens, but it certainly was not the level that our defense has been 
playing. We’re certainly going to have to play a lot better as we hit the road for the next three games.” 
 
On the offensive bright spots… 
“There’s some bright spots offensively, for sure. I’m really proud for Buckshot to set the record. He deserves it, and it 
will probably stand for a while. He was pretty dang good tonight in the first half, and our receivers made some plays, 
and he had several drops that could have easily been catches. I thought our tempo was good. I went tempo tonight. 
That’s the first time we’ve ever done that this year, and I thought it was really good and good for us. I’ve got to think 
about complimentary football moving forward as we play a difficult stretch of games. 

 
On Homecoming 2019… 
“I’m really happy for our university and our team for the homecoming game. There was a good crowd there tonight, 
beautiful night here, and to get our fifth win is rewarding. But there’s certainly things to get better at.” 

 
On team’s lack of mental focus… 
“We lost so many one-on-one matches, tackled poorly and had penalties. I knew we were flat in the locker room 
before the game, and that doesn’t always surprise me. I think it’s impossible for college kids to always be at their peak 
emotionally for a 120game season, but you still have to have the mentality to execute it. We didn’t. We were in two-
man at least 3-4 times, and you can’t get beat inside in two-man. That is a total lack of focus. We just missed a little 
passion it seemed to me, but again they’ve carried us for the most part of this season, so we certainly need to get 
things fixed from tonight.” 

 
Maine Head Coach Nick Charlton  
Overall thoughts on the game… 
“I was disappointed we lost. A lot of credit to them. I have a lot of respect for Coach Freeze, and I think he’s an 
excellent coach. The things they’re doing over there are really exceptional. I hope they make a bowl game. 
Unfortunately, we weren’t good enough. I’m just disappointed.”  
 
About the play of quarterback Joe Fagnano… 
“The kid makes plays. He’s a true freshman. He had 400+ yards of passing, and he handled himself well. He had the 
one turnover early that hurt. But to be a true freshman and have so much put on him, that’s hat off to him.  
 
About getting down 52-17 and answering with three touchdowns and the fight with his team… 
“We expect it. Our culture that we’ve built here, we expect that. Unfortunately, we gave up too many points and didn’t 
score enough. I know it’s pretty simple, but I’m happy we fought the way we did. But it wasn’t good enough.” 
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About getting down 52-17 and answering with three touchdowns and the fight with his team… 
“We expect it. Our culture that we’ve built here, we expect that. Unfortunately, we gave up too many points 
and didn’t score enough. I know it’s pretty simple, but I’m happy we fought the way we did. But it wasn’t 
good enough.” 

 
About getting behind big early… 
“They (Liberty) had a good plan, and they executed it. A lot of their runs were able to bounce, and they were 
able to get explosives. And then on the perimeter, they have exceptional skill. They made some guys miss, 
they made some plays. I was impressed with them. We definitely got behind. We fought back, got it within a 
two score game a couple of times. It just fell short.” 

 
About three different receivers going over 100 yards and a fourth having 99 yards… 
“They’re exceptional players. They made plays on the ball and allowed us to move the football. I thought we 
had a good plan, but at the end of the day, it’s really about the players. I was pleased with them.” 

 
On the outlook moving forward… 
“I’ve got to take a real hard look at a lot of things. I’m disappointed because I really feel that’s a winnable 
game. Again, hats off to them. That’s a great team. There’s a lot of positives to take out of it. But 
unfortunately, in the position we’re in, we don’t have a lot of wiggle room. We still have everything in front of 
us. It’s gonna be tough. It’s gonna be a tremendous challenge. But we have all conference games left. We 
have enough of them to get where we need to go, which I think we all know where that is. But we’ve got to 
worry about William & Mary now, and that’s really all that I’ve got to worry about.”  


