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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will provide an introduction to basic issues in the intersection between faith 
and reason. The course will provide an introduction to the use of philosophy and logic in 
apologetics and will consider key issues such as the nature of God, the definition of faith, 
religious epistemology, the nature of man and the human mind, and divine providence. 

 
II. RATIONALE 

Religious belief in general, and Christianity in particular, is often falsely accused of 
requiring a blind leap of faith, the abandonment of reason and intellectual inquiry, and 
belief without evidence. Genuine, biblical Christianity, however, acknowledges human 
nature as including a robust rational, intellectual component, created by God and 
equipped for rational inquiry. Christianity has been attacked as irrational and incoherent; 
therefore, Christian apologists must be equipped to respond to these challenges by 
developing both a proper understanding of the relationship between faith and reason, and 
a comprehensive response to specific arguments against Christianity. 
 

III. PREREQUISITES 

APOL 500. 
 
IV. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE(S) 

Moreland, J.P. Love God with All Your Mind: The Role of Reason in the Life of the Soul. 
Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1997. ISBN: 1-57683-016-0. 

Peterson, Michael, William Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach, and David Basinger. Reason and 
Religious Belief: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion. 5th ed. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2012. ISBN: 978-0199946570. 

Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Reason with the Bounds of Religion. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1984. ISBN: 0-8028-1604-5 

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 8th 
ed. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2013. 
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V. ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READING 

Bishop, John. “Faith.” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2010 Edition); ed. by 
Edward N. Zalta. http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2010/entries/faith/.  

Swindal, James. “Faith and Reason.” The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 
http://www.iep.utm.edu/faith-re/ 

 
VI. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer Internet access (broadband recommended) 
B. Microsoft Word  

(Microsoft Office is available at a special discount to LU students.) 
 
VII. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Articulate a definition of “faith” that is consistent with Biblical teaching. 
B. Identify the distinctions in the different models of the relationship between faith 

and reason. 
C. Apply the nature of intellectual inquiry to Christian theology and apologetics. 

D. Assess the role that reason, science, evidence, and experience play in 
epistemological justification (including religious belief) and the acquisition of 
knowledge. 

E. Apply the rational, intellectual life of the Christian to the spiritual life and 
worship of God. 

 
 
VIII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook and additional required readings and lecture presentations/notes. 
Because of the nature of our class schedule, attendance at each class meeting is a 
basic, essential requirement. 

B. Discussion Board forums 

The discussion board forum activities in this class are designed not only to facilitate 
student learning and understanding on the topics, but also to prepare the student for 
meaningful interaction and discussion during the on-campus meetings. Each activity 
will focus on topics and readings that will be addressed in class. Each student is 
required to provide an initial post in response to the provided prompt for each 
forum. Each thread must be 400 words and demonstrate a working knowledge of 
the relevant assigned readings. In addition to the thread, the student is required to 
reply to 2 classmates’ threads. Each reply must be 200 words. Other specific 
guidelines will be posted in Blackboard. (Outcomes: A, B, C, D). 
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C. Term Paper 

Each student will write a paper that provides a comprehensive description of the 
proper relationship between faith and reason; and applies this model to an 
integrated defense of the Christian worldview against rational, evidential, and 
other epistemological challenges. The paper should respond to the challenges 
which suggest that the core elements of the Christian worldview are irrational or 
lack proper evidential support; and it will relate the proper role of religious 
experience in justifying Christian belief. The paper will be completed in two 
parts. Part 1 will contain a preliminary plan for the final paper, including a 
detailed outline of the final paper, and a preliminary bibliography containing 3-4 
sources (other than assigned course materials). The final paper submission should 
be 10-12 pages, and include at least 10 high-quality, scholarly sources (assigned 
course resources may be used to reach this total if they are relevant to the paper). 
Specific instructions, requirements, and due dates will be posted on Blackboard. 
(Outcomes: A, B, C, D). 

D. Book Critique / Response Papers 
Each student will write two 6-8 page book response papers: one each on 
Moreland’s Love God with All Your Mind and Wolterstorff’s Reason Within the 
Bounds of Religion. Each of these papers will have two distinct parts, of 
approximately equal length: The first part of the paper will follow the structure of 
a standard academic essay and will include a summary of the book’s major 
themes, and an assessment of the book that takes into consideration its strengths 
and weaknesses. The second part of the paper will be a personal application and 
response to the overall message of the book. Both parts will be combined as one 
document file and submitted as one paper. Other specific instructions and 
requirements will be posted on Blackboard. (Outcomes: C, D, E) 

E. Exams (2) 

Each of the two exams will cover the assigned readings and other course 
materials. Each exam will be open-book/open-notes, contain approximately 30-40 
multiple-choice and true/false questions, and have a time limit of 60-90 minutes. 
Exams will be administered online in Blackboard; and due dates will be posted. 
(Outcomes: A, B, C, D). 

 
IX. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points  

Discussion Board forums (4 at 45 pts each) 180 pts. 
Book Critique / Response Paper 1 165 pts. 

Book Critique / Response Paper 2 165 pts. 
Exams (2 combined)  175 pts. 

Term Paper Part 1  100 pts. 
Term Paper Final  250 pts. 

Total Points 1000  
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B. Scale 

940-1000 A 

920-939 A- 

900-929 B+ 

860–899 B 

840–859 B- 

820–839 C+ 

780–819 C 

760–779  C- 

740–759 D+ 

700–739 D 

680–699 D- 

BELOW 679 F 

 
C. Assignment Policies 

Each assignment should be completed by the due date posted in Blackboard. All 
late work will be assessed a deduction of 5% per day of the assignment’s point 
value. Late work may not be penalized at the instructor’s discretion in the event of 
a military deployment, medical emergency, death in the family, or other 
extenuating circumstances. 

D. Attendance Policies 

The student is obliged to follow the attendance policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. Because of the nature of our class schedule, attendance at each class 
meeting is a basic, essential requirement. 

E. Academic Misconduct Policies 

Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited. See the graduate catalog for specific 
definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 

F. Drop/Add Policies 
The student is obliged to follow the drop/add policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

G. Dress Code 

The student is expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in class. 
The code is described in the graduate catalog and may be amended with 
guidelines by the school of study. 

H. Classroom Policies  
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The use of cell phones will not be permitted. The use of computers is provisional. 
The student will only be allowed to use a computer if he/she is taking notes 
during class. Surfing of the web, social networking, or any other activity on a 
computer that distracts the student from the lecture (in the opinion of the 
professor) will result in the forfeiture of the privilege of the use of the computer in 
class. Should one student’s behavior result in the forfeiture of the use of a 
computer for that student, the entire class may lose the privilege of the use of 
computers. 

I. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in DH 2016 to arrange for academic 
accommodations. For all disability test accommodation requests (i.e. quieter 
environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Tutoring/Testing Center is the 
officially designated place for all tests administered outside of the regular 
classroom. 

J. Student Conduct Policy 
The student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a Godly and civil manner 
when addressing the professor or other students. While good healthy discussion 
will be expected and encouraged, at no time will personal attacks be tolerated. 


