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THEO  626-001 
DOCTRINE OF GOD 
JOHN D. MORRISON, PH.D 
SPRING 2014 
TUESDAY/THURSDAY 11:45-12:00 
OFFICE: RELIGION HALL 128/434-582-2185 
HOME: 434-237-5344 
 
FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR ISSUES PLEASE CALL DR. MORRISON at 582-2185.    
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The Christian doctrine of God, LORD, Creator and Redeemer, is at “the center of the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).  This is an in-depth study of the 
existence, nature and attributes of the triune God as he has revealed himself to us, 
above all in Jesus Christ. Our study will also be initiated by discussion and analysis of 
the doctrine of God in the context of prominent current domains of thought, prominent 
modern and contemporary views of God.  We will also give significant focus on further 
and related doctrinal concerns such as the providence of God, divine creation, the 
“decree”/”plan”/purpose of God, and, again, especially God as triune. 

 
II. COURSE RATIONALE: 

In the process of coming to an evermore adequate perspective on the whole of the 
Christian faith within the context of the early twenty-first century, it is obviously 
necessary that those who will lead and do lead in the Church of Jesus Christ be well 
grounded in and on the doctrinal/theological foundations of the Christian faith. Clearly 
central to all such is the reality, glory, being, nature and activity of Yahweh, the 
Creator, the covenant God of Sinai, the living, triune God who is self-revealed 
centrally, supremely, and uniquely in Jesus Christ, the Word who became flesh, and in 
and under Christ, by the Holy Spirit, in the written word of God. The triune God not 
only creates but is also the God who seeks to save that which is lost. Our concern is not 
with some “generic” deity, not with the “god of the philosophers” (however helpful 
such discussion may well be especially in terms of God’s gracious self-disclosure), but 
with the great I AM (Exodus 3). The course is designed to give careful, critical, 
constructive examination and exposition to the several crucial elements of the Church’s 
faith in relation to what the LORD has shown and said of himself and of his 
creative/providential/redemptive relation to the world and to humanity in the world, as 
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the result of God’s “economic movement” toward us from the Father, in and through 
the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit. This content-ful process of study will aim to 
unfold biblico-theologically, historically, and philosophically, and in relation to various 
influential modern and contemporary theological viewpoints regarding God, the being 
and nature of the one true and living, triune God and his relation to the world.   
 

III. PREREQUISITES.  
For this course, successful completion of an Introductory Theological Survey course, 
undergraduate or graduate, that has a complete “Doctrine of God” or “Theology 
Proper” component, and so the student has thereby proper basic/grounding in the 
foundational issues and emphasis related to the doctrine of God.  This will be assumed.  
 

IV. MATERIAL LIST 
 

• Donald Bloesch, God the Almighty, IVP. 
• J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, Harper-Collins 
• Gerald Bray, The Doctrine of God, IVP 
• Ronald H. Nash, The Concept of God,  Zondervan 
• Clark Pinnock, ed., The Openness of God, IVP 
• John S. Feinberg, No One Like Him, Crossway 
• THEO 626/ “Doctrine of God” Class Notebook 

 
V. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

a. Computer 

b. Internet access (broadband recommended) 
c. Microsoft Word  

(Microsoft Office is available at a special discount to LU students.) 
 

VI. MEASUREABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
A. Evaluate the primary emphases and biblical bases for the church’s historical and 

theologically orthodox understanding of God, the triune God, Creator and Redeemer. 
 

B. Distinguish and present the manner and directions in which the doctrine of God 
developed among the early Church Fathers.  
 

C. Assess the modern and contemporary critiques of historical Christian orthodoxy 
regarding the person and nature of God. 
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D. Construct and responsively affirm the corresponding orthodox teachings of the 
Church regarding God, and God’s relations and primary works.  

 
VII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS: 

A. Examinations: (MLOs A-D) 
There will be two (2) examinations, one at the close of each major unit of our 
Doctrine of God study (depending on how we end up “dividing up” the 
Theological material). The mid-term exam is scheduled for class time Thursday, 
March 20, 2014. The final exam will obviously be during finals week in 
accordance with the university and seminary final exam schedule.  

 
B. Research Paper: (MLOs A-D) 

One original research paper (for this course only) will be required from each 
student (accomplished only by that student) for this course.  The paper must 
follow basic research paper guidelines (e.g., cover page; foot-/endnotes for all 
references, uses and citations; section headings; bibliography, etc.) and must be 
the result of high level (relative to graduate or undergraduate students) 
independent work in secondary and especially original sources.  Like all good 
research, this paper must seek to answer ONE central and concise question 
directly related to and grounded in the doctrine of God, by the way of either 
comparison and contrast (of the two views on an issue) or by focusing on a crucial 
question directly related to the doctrine of God – which must be okayed and/or 
confirmed by the professor via a working outline of your topic and approach. The 
issue/question which is the starting point, basis and direction of your paper must 
be made clear early in your semester’s work. In the paper, the topic (i.e., the 
question to be answered) must be carefully and fairly analyzed, assessed, and 
must reflect understanding of the most prominent viewpoints, critique, and finally 
positive constructive conclusion to such theological issues/questions as: analysis 
and response to modern criticisms or particular arguments for God’s existence, 
critical analysis of some aspect of doctrine of God in the thought of some 
prominent (non-evangelical) modern theologian (e.g., Jurgen Moltmann’s neo-
Hegelian Understanding of the Trinity), or Process Theology’s view of the 
interdependent God-world relation, critical analysis of modern and post-modern 
theologico-philisophical debates related to a particular attribute of God (e.g., 
transcendence-immanence, timelessness or necessary time-relatedness, 
impassibility or does God suffer? aseity, omniscience and the issue of human 
freedom, determinism and non-determinism, righteousness-love tension, what of 
God’s freedom, etc.), an issue related to the doctrine of the Trinity as it relates to 
God’s interaction with human history, the effect of some aspect of post-modernity 
upon specific Western views of God, etc. The text of the paper can be no more 
than 18-20 pages in length. Hence, one must clarify the issue/question and any 
needed background and direction of argument all in the opening paragraph. This 
page number does not include references, endnotes, and bibliography, title page or 
table of contents. I expect all papers to use headings and (as needed) sub-
headings to reflect the major elements/aspects of the development of your 
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argumentation. I expect biblical exegesis of the two most pertinent biblical 
passages related to the issue/question. In the course of research at least ten (10) 
sources beyond Scripture and the class textbooks must be used – a significant 
portion of which must be original sources (no more than two scholarly online 
sources). The research paper will constitute (all other things “being equal”) about 
one-third of your final grade (333 points). This research paper will be due 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014.  
 

 
SAMPLE OUTLINE 

 
I. Background and nature of the Issue. 
II. View One: History, biblical bases and theological  formulation. 
III. View Two: History, biblical bases and theological formulation. 
IV. Critical examination of views one and two. 
V. Exegesis of most crucial and/or pertinent Scripture passages. 
VI. Conclusions. 

 
VIII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES  

A. Points 

Exam 1 
Exam 2 
Research Paper 
Total: 

333 pts 
333 pts 

        334 pts 
1000 pts 

 

B. Scale: 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

960-1000 A 
940-959 A- 
920-939 B+ 
890-919 B 
870-889 B- 
850-869 C+ 
820-849 C 
800-819 C- 
780-799 D+ 
750-779 D 
730-749 D- 
BELOW 729 F 
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C. Assignment Policies 
Completion of all assigned assessments is required for successful completion of the 
course. 

D. Attendance Policies 

The student is obliged to follow the attendance policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

E. Academic Misconduct Policies 
Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited. See the graduate catalog for specific 
definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 

F. Drop/Add Policies 

The student is obliged to follow the drop/add policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

G. Dress Code 
The student is expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in class. 
The code is described in the graduate catalog and may be amended with 
guidelines by the school of study. 

H. Classroom Policies  
The use of cell phones will not be permitted. The use of computers is provisional. 
The student will only be allowed to use a computer if he/she is taking notes 
during class. Surfing of the web, social networking, or any other activity on a 
computer that distracts the student from the lecture (in the opinion of the 
professor) will result in the forfeiture of the privilege of the use of the computer in 
class. Should one student’s behavior result in the forfeiture of the use of a 
computer for that student, the entire class may lose the privilege of the use of 
computers. 

I. Disability Assistance 

Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in DH 2016 to arrange for academic 
accommodations. For all disability test accommodation requests (i.e. quieter 
environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Tutoring/Testing Center is the 
officially designated place for all tests administered outside of the regular 
classroom. 

J. Student Conduct Policy 
The student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a Godly and civil manner 
when addressing the professor or other students. While good healthy discussion 
will be expected and encouraged, at no time will personal attacks be tolerated. 
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IX. CALENDAR 

A. Part One (First half of Course): Contemporary issues related to God, 

contemporary theological and philosophical views of God, the attributes of God. 

Week One: Bloesch 17-165 

Week Two: Bray 9-110 

Week Three: Kelly 83-136 

Week Four: Feinberg 31-80, 109-132, 141-142, 149-179 

Week Five: Nash 9-83, 99-105 

Week Six: R. Rice, 11-58 (In Pinnock, et al) 

Week Seven: Mid-Term Examination (March 20, 2014) 

  B.   Part 2 (Second half of Course): Doctrine of the Trinity, the Acts and Purpose of  

        God. 

         Week Eight: Feinburg 437-471 

         Week Nine: Kelly 229-273, Feinberg 487-498 

         Week Ten: Bray 111-251 

         Week Eleven: Bloesch 166-260 

        Week Twelve: Feinberg, 537-624 

                    Week Thirteen: C. Pinnock, 101-125 (in Pinnock, et al.) 

Week Fourteen:  Final Examination (As scheduled during Final Exam Week May 1-6, 2014) 


