
 

 
COURSE NUMBER - EVAN 525 (SPRING 2014) 
COURSE TITLE – CONTEMPORARY EVANGELISM 
FACULTY NAME – DR. DAVID A. WHEELER 
PHONE NUMBER – 434-592-4345 (OFFICE); 614-309-9739 (CELL) 
E-MAIL – DWHEELER2@LIBERTY.EDU 
CLASS LOCATION – CARTER BUILDING #224  
 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This class is a study of the biblical evangelistic imperative and various approaches to 
personal evangelism.  In particular the areas of follow-up, discipleship, servant 
evangelism, assimilation and scripture memorization will be emphasized. 
 

II. RATIONALE 
 

Contemporary Evangelism provides an essential aspect to a complete seminary 
education.  It is not enough to be able to simply explain one’s beliefs or to teach a lesson 
about the Bible unless there is a passion to join God in fulfilling the Great Commission.  
EVAN 565 plays a significant role in assisting the student to examine their calling as it 
relates to biblical multiplication and the call to spread the Gospel as outlined in Acts 1:8. 

 
III. PREREQUISITES 

None  
 
IV. MATERIALS LIST 

 

Required Textbooks:  
Earley, David and David Wheeler.  Evangelism Is–How to Share Jesus with Passion and 

Confidence.  Nashville, TN: B and H Publishing Group, 2010.  ISBN: 
9780805449594. 

Fay, William.  Share Jesus Without Fear.  Nashville, TN: B and H Publishing Group, 1999.  
ISBN: 0805418383. 

Leach, Richard and David Wheeler. Minister to Others. Nashville: Lifeway, 2009.  
Pipes, Jerry and Victor Lee.  Family to Family, Families Making a Difference.  

Lawrenceville, GA: Jerry Pipes Productions, 1999.  ISBN:  0840085109. 
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Wheeler, David and Vernon Whaley. Great Comission to Worship. Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman, 2011.  

 
Recommend Textbooks: 

 
McDowell, Josh. More Than a Carpenter, Tyndale House, 1977. 

 
Additional Bibliographic Recommendations:  

 
Atkins, Donald, and Charles Riesel. Meeting Needs Sharing Christ, Lifeway, 1995. 

Frizzell, Gregory R. How to Develop a Powerful Prayer Life, Fulton: The Master Design, 
1999. 

Frizzell, Gregory R. Returning to Holiness, Fulton: The Master Design, 2000. 
Hemphill, Ken. Empowering Kingdom Growth, Nashville: B&H, 2004. 

Hemphill, Ken, and Frank Harber. Got Life, (Tract), 2000. 
Hybels, Bill, and Mark Mittelberg. Becoming a Contagious Christian, Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1994. 
North American Missions Board. Evangelism Planner Kit (CD), Alpharetta: NAMB, 

2004. 
Murrow, David. Why Men Hate Church, Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2005. 

Rainer, Thom S. The Unchurched Next Door, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 
Reid, Alvin, and David Wheeler. Servanthood Evangelism Manual, Alpharetta: NAMB, 

1999. 
Reid, Alvin. Radically Unchurched, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002. 

Robinson,  Darrell. Total Church Life, Nashville: B&H, 1997. 
Sjogren, Steve. Conspiracy of Kindness, Ventura: Regal, 2003. 

Sjogren, Steve. 101 Ways to Reach Your Community, Colorado Springs: Navpress, 2001. 
Stetzer, Ed, and David Putman. Breaking the Missional Code, Nashville: B&H, 2006. 

Stier, Greg. Outbreak, Chicago: Moody, 2002. 
Thompson, W. Oscar, Jr. Concentric Circles of Concern, Nashville: B&H, 1999. 

 
V. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

The student will be able to: 
a. Explain the biblical perspective of evangelism. 
b. Identify the characteristics of an evangelistic, servant leader 
c. Implement the process of sharing ones faith consistently while in seminary, in 

ministry, and in life. 
d. Compare and contrast contemporary culture with the Gospel message.  
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e. Explain their testimony and recovery testimony as a basis for evangelism.  
 

VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
A. EXAMINATIONS (2) 

There will only be two major examinations.  The Mid-Term will be take-home 
exam.  See the Course Guide for the Midterm dates.   The day of the Final Exam 
will be announced later in the semester.  Study Guides will be provided for both 
the Midterm and Final Exams. 

B. QUIZZES 
There will also be weekly quizzes over required textbook readings every 
TUESDAY, unless noted to the contrary on the course outline. You may see the 
questions on the Mid-Term! 

C. BOOK CRITIQUES (2) 
Great Commission to Worship Book Critique: Each student will submit a 3-4 page 
(typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman, and double-spaced) critique of Great 
Commission to Worship, according to the following: 

• What is the message or theme of this text? 
• How were you challenged? 
• What did you like about the book? 
• With what did you disagree?  If anything, how could you do it better? 
• What are five new things you have learned from this work that you will 

apply in your future evangelism strategy? 
• What are three new things you can do today in the area of personal 

evangelism? 
• What questions did this book raise that you would like to discuss in class? 
• Make sure that you interact with the text.  You should cite the book at east 

3 times. 
Share Jesus without Fear Book Critique: Each student will submit a 4 - 5 page 
(12 point font, Times New Roman, typed; double-spaced) critique of the Share 
Jesus Without Fear, according to the following guidelines: 

• What is the message or theme of this text? 
• How were you challenged? 
• What did you like about the book? 
• With what did you disagree?  If anything, how could you do it better? 
• What are five new things you have learned from this work that you will 

apply in your future evangelism strategy? 
• What are three new things you can do today in the area of personal 

evangelism? 
• What questions did this book raise that you would like to discuss in class? 
• Make sure that you interact with the text.  You should cite the book at 

least 3 times. 

D. PERSONAL TESTIMONIES 
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Each student will prepare a two-page personal 'conversion" testimony and a two-
page "recovery" testimony (typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman, and double-
spaced).  Make sure that there are two separate testimonies.  Do not combine them 
into one paper. See the “Testimony Outline” form for instructions. 

E. WITNESSING REPORTS 
This being a class in personal evangelism, it is only natural that we seek to 
practice what we study.  Ultimately the only way to learn how to witness is to do 
it!  Each student is urged during the semester to take advantage of opportunities to 
share his/her faith with others.  Five of these opportunities will be summarized 
in one-page, (typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman, and double-spaced) 
witnessing reports.  If possible, at least two of the five reports should be done 
through your local church outreach or through your Courage Team from class.  
The final witnessing report can be related to interactive Internet Evangelism. 
In addition, you are to discover what your local church is doing in terms of 
evangelism and actively see if there is any way you can contribute to your 
church's ministry of evangelism. Pay special attention to the course outline for 
the due dates related to the witnessing reports.  Witnessing encounters must be 
within the current semester.  No prophetic or posthumous reports!!! 

For full credit, the “witnessing opportunity” must be brought to the point of 
seeking a decision.  This means that you need to demonstrate “intentionality” in 
reference to presenting Christ.  Their response is not the issue rather it is our 
intentional obedience to the Holy Spirit in calling people to a decision.  Please 
remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit and demonstrate a servant/kind/loving 
approach. 

F. FAMILY-TO-FAMILY 
Based upon reading the book and the overview in class, each student will prepare 
a 3 - 4 page “Family Mission” report.  This will first include basic responses to 
the material in the book.  More importantly, each student will go through the 
process of developing a family mission statement with their family.  If the student 
is not married, they will develop a personal mission statement similar to what is 
explained in the book.  The bulk of the brief report should explain how the student 
arrived at the “statement” they adopted.  Please explain the family responses and 
the Bible verses, etc. that became important to the process.  Include the final 
mission statement in the paper. 

G. SERVANTHOOD EVANGELISM PROJECT 
Based on material presented in class, each student will plan and participate in at 
least Five Servanthood Evangelism opportunities during the semester.  If possible, 
at least two of the projects should be done through the authority of your local 
congregation and/or in conjunction with other team members from class (see the 
Courage Team members form).   

The details will be discussed in class.  A single report of 5 pages (typed, 12 point 
font, Times New Roman, and double-spaced) will be prepared explaining all of 
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the projects, outcomes, personal reflections, strategic ideas, future suggestions, 
etc. 

H. MINSTER TO OTHERS PROJECT 
You will want to pay special attention to the course outline in reference to when 
you are expected to begin the “Minister to Others” Bible study series.  NOTE:  Do 
not put off starting the study.  Once the six-week study is initiated as referenced 
on the course outline, you will be required to take THREE online (Open – Book) 
QUIZZES, given every two weeks during the Six-Week Study (20 pts. each x 3 = 
60 pts.).    
In addition, the remaining 40 points will be determined by the percentage of 
the Six-Week Minister to Others study that you complete.  
This will be explained further in class.  See the course outline for due dates 
related to the online quizzes and the sign-off date for participation. 

I. MULTIPLICATION/EVANGELISM VISION PROJECT 

Each student will develop a project centered on the vision and challenge that God 
is doing in your life in the area of evangelism.  Based upon the books read in the 
course, and in light of class discussions and presentations, how do you see 
yourself utilizing all that you have learned in the future? 

As for the project, you will want to consider the following: 

• What have you learned this semester about evangelism as it relates to your 
Christian walk that has changed your perception and challenged your 
thinking? 

• As we know from scripture, where “there is not vision, the people will 
perish.”  With this in mind, what is your personal vision as it relates to 
integrating evangelism into every part of your life in the days to come?  
What are some specific changes you will need to make in order to fulfill 
your vision? How might this eventually affect your family in the future?  
How will you relate in your community; that is, where you live, work, and 
play?   How will adopting the role of servant impact your future ministry 
in evangelism? How will you ”Minister to Others”? 

• Finally, how do you envision your future ministry and calling as it relates 
to evangelism and multiplication?  Involvement in church planting as a 
pastor or support role?  Developing true disciples who passionately desire 
to multiply their witness?  In other words, where does true biblical 
evangelism fit into your future ministry as a pastor, youth minister, church 
planter, counselor, chaplain, church member, etc.?  How does this fit into 
your overall theology?   

The point of the assignment is for the student to take a serious self-evaluation as 
to who he/she is now and will be in the future.  If it is true that God is always at 
work around us, how will we join Him in that work?  Please be honest and 
transparent.  Do not merely copy a report used in another class (e.g. 
Discipleship), as I will double check with the other professors; if confirmed will 
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result in a “0” for the project.  The report should be 10- 12pages (typed, 12 
point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced).   

 
VII. COURSE METHODOLOGY 

 
A. LECTURES: 

 
The lecture series is coordinated with the teaching plan and drawn from the study and 
experience of the professor and guests.  Each student should take comprehensive 
notes for future reference, reports, and examinations. 
 

B. READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Each student will be expected to complete the assigned weekly reading as listed on 
the course outline sheet from the assigned textbooks.  The same is true in reference to 
the weekly scriptures to be used in quizzes. 
 

C. CLASS PARTICIPATION: 
 

Each student will be expected to ask questions and to share opinions.  This does not 
mean, however, that one should monopolize class discussions.  A portion of the final 
grade will be determined from one’s class participation.  Your Back to Basics 
participation will play a large part in the Class Participation grade!!! 
 

D. GUESTS: 
 

  The professor will utilize outside experts to add variety and to compliment class  
  discussions.  Take thorough notes, you may see it again on an exam! 
 

E. TEACHING AIDS: 
 

Audio-visuals, videos, power points, and handouts will supplement the lectures to 
strengthen lesson presentations and to provide a library of available resources. 

 
F. ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

     
Attendance will be taken each day.  A failing grade will also be given to any student 
who misses more than THREE class periods as unexcused absences.  Note: overall 
unexcused absences will STRONGLY factor into the final grade!!!  If you miss class, it 
is your responsibility to secure class notes.   
 

G.        OTHER IMPORTANT POLICIES:  
 

  Academic Misconduct - 
  Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited.  See The Graduate Catalog for specific  
  definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 
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  Disability Statement  

Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in Green Hall 2668 to make arrangements for 
academic accommodations.  For all disability testing accommodation requests 
(i.e. quieter environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Testing Center 
(Green Hall 2700) is the officially designated place for all tests administered 
outside of the regular classroom. 

 
  Dress Code -  
  See the Liberty Way. 

 
 Extra Classroom Policies - 

                It is the practice of LBTS that classroom policies will be established and enforced  
                by the individual instructor.   So please note: 

 
• If all assignments are not completed, especially the SE and witnessing reports, the 

student will be deducted ONE FULL letter Grade regardless of class average.  
Any late assignments will be severely penalized (10 points per class period).   
 

• You are kindly asked not to use class time to return e-mails or to work on 
assignments for other classes.  To do so is rude and will not be received well by 
the professor.  If you break this rule or if you are on Facebook, etc., you will 
be asked to leave class and will lose computer privileges. 
 

• Unless there is an emergency, please turn off your cell phones when you enter 
class.  Texting will not be allowed.  

 
VIII. FINAL GRADE DETERMINATION: 

 
a. The Mid-Term Examination Grade (100 pts.) 
b. Quiz Average (60 pts.) 
c. First Book Report (60 pts.) 
d. Second Book Report (60 pts.) 
e. Family-to-Family Report (60 pts.) 
f. Witnessing Reports (125 pts.) 
g. Testimonies (60 pts.) 
h. Servanthood Evangelism Report (125 pts.)  
i. Evangelism Vision project (200pts.) 
j. Minister to Others Sign Off – ( 100 pts. - 20 x 3 Online Quizzes – 40 for Final 

Sign-Off) 
k. Involvement in “Back to the Basics” Accountability Group and having a Good 

Attitude (50 pts.) 
 
   IX.     NUMERICAL GRADING SYSTEM:  (TOTAL POINT POSSIBLE = 1000) 



EVAN 525 (Fall, 2013) 

  Page 8 of 11 

A = 940–1000   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859  
C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819     C- = 780–819   D+ = 760–779  D = 740–759  
D- = 680–699    F = 679 and below 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courage Team Members 
 
Jesus sent his disciples out in groups.  Christianity is to be lived out in multi-gifted 
community.  Growing spiritually or working in the field is not to be an individual sport, 
but a team effort.  Following the example and wisdom of Christ, we seek to develop in 
attitude, knowledge and skill in groups. 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
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Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________  
 
Email: ___________________________ 
 
 
Team members should: 
  

Encourage one another 
 Help each other with accountability 

Keep watch over the attitudes so that Satan can’t neutralize the effectiveness 
 Evaluate each other’s involvement and effectiveness in group projects 
 
 
 

Prayer Partners for  
“Back to Basics” 

 
Evangelism involves a battle at the gates of hell.  There is no substitute for spiritual protection 
and accountability in facing spiritual battles.  The Bible is clear that our battle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against Satan and his spirits.  Therefore, each student is to secure two prayer 
partners for “Back to the Basics”.   
 
The student should seek to pray for and with one’s prayer partners weekly.  Seek God for the lost 
you will contact, to work on your heart and skills related to personal evangelism, and to protect 
you from the schemes of Satan. 
 
In addition, the prayer partners should keep each other accountable weekly in relation to the 
following things: 
 
• Be faithful to a daily quiet time in the Word, while at the same time, keeping a list of 

unsaved people and praying for them every day. 
• Share your faith with at least one person per week with aim of drawing the harvest. 
• Do at least one Servanthood Evangelism activity every two weeks to introduce people to 

Christ’s love in practical ways. 
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• During the semester, mentor at least one additional person outside of class, who is not your 
prayer partner, to adopt the “Back to the Basics” accountability principles. 

 
Classmate: ________________________________  Phone: __________________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________  
 
 
Outside Partner:  ___________________________  Phone: __________________________ 
 
E- Mail: __________________________________ 
 
 
Who are you mentoring?   
 
Name: ___________________________________  Phone: ___________________________ 
 
E-Mail: ___________________________________ 
 
In order to get full credit for class participation, each student must sign off and turn in this 
sheet at the end of semester to confirm regular participation and fulfillment of all 
responsibilities related to “Back to the Basics”: 
 
 
Student Signature:__________________________________ Date:____/ ____/ ____ 

TESTIMONY OUTLINES 
 
 
A. Preparing Your “Conversion” Testimony: 
 
Use the following outline to prepare your “conversion” testimony explaining how 
you became a Christian. 
 
1.  I have not always been a Christian.  (Briefly describe your life before 
     becoming a Christian.) 
 
 
2.  I realized I needed Jesus and received Him into my life when . . . 
 
 
3.  The biggest change I have noticed in my life is . . . 
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4.  May I share how something like this can happen to you? 
 
 
B. Preparing Your “Recovery” Testimony: 
 
Use the following outline to prepare a “recovery” testimony of how Jesus helped 
you with a particular problem or need in your life. This is particularly helpful in 
bridging the gap to share the gospel with the unsaved. 
 
1. My life seemed normal until . . . 
 
 
2. I discovered hope and help in Jesus when . . . 
 
 
3. I am glad I have a personal relationship with Jesus today because . . . 
 
 
4. May I share how something like this can happen to you? 


