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Liberty University partners with Cessna Pilot Centers 
LAKELAND, Fla. (Apr. 3, 2014) – Cessna Aircraft Company, part of the Textron Aviation 

segment of Textron Inc. (NYSE:TXT), today announced a collaboration between Cessna and 

Liberty University to complement Liberty’s School of Aeronautics flight training program. Under 

this agreement, students who enroll in flight training at qualifying Cessna Pilot Centers can also 

enroll in Liberty’s online courses leading to a bachelor’s degree in aeronautics. 

 

In the past decade, more than 120,000 pilots have been professionally trained in a Cessna 

aircraft, demonstrating the brand’s commitment to training the next generation of pilots.  

Joe Hepburn, Textron Aviation’s senior vice president of piston aircraft, says: “We are excited 

about what this partnership means for pilot training and the valuable education students will 

receive in conjunction with their real-world experience. Liberty has an extensive catalog of 

online courses, which will enhance the experience gained through pilot training at Cessna Pilot 

Centers.” 

 

The collaboration between Cessna Pilot Centers and Liberty University was announced during 

the 2014 SUN ‘n FUN International Fly-in & Expo on April 3, 2014. Liberty plans to extend its 

program offering to high schools near qualifying Cessna Pilot Centers to allow students to 

accomplish some training prior to graduation, enabling them to enter the workforce sooner.  

Retired U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Dave Young, dean of Liberty University School of 

Aeronautics, says: “Potential Liberty University students, whether they are coming out of high 

school or are already a career professional, cannot only receive flight training, but earn a 

college degree in an industry where jobs are growing to meet a large market demand. It’s the 

equivalent of taking online courses, but having a lab for those courses in your own hometown.” 

Cessna Pilot Centers have been in operation for more than 40 years, teaching students to fly 

using the most updated technology and aircraft. Currently the centers use the Cessna Flight 



 
 

Training System, a comprehensive flight training program that combines home study labs with 

flight lesson courses resulting in a more thorough and in-depth curriculum. 

 

Visit Cessna.com to locate any Cessna Pilot Center in the United States. For more information 

on Liberty University’s aviation program, please visit the Liberty University website.   
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About Textron Aviation 
Textron Aviation is the leading general aviation authority and home to the iconic Beechcraft, Cessna and Hawker 
brands which account for more than half of all general aviation aircraft flying. Textron Aviation includes the 
businesses of Cessna Aircraft Company and Beechcraft Corporation, bringing together decades of unmatched 
experience in designing, building and supporting airplanes. It provides the most versatile and comprehensive 
general aviation product portfolio in the world through five principal lines of business: business jets, general aviation 
and special mission turboprop aircraft, high performance piston aircraft, military trainer and defense aircraft, and a 
complete global customer service organization. Its broad range of products include such best-selling aircraft as 
Citation and Hawker business jets, King Air and Caravan turboprops and T-6 military trainer aircraft, all of which are 
backed by the industry’s largest global service network. For more information, visit textronaviation.com. 

About Textron Inc. 
Textron Inc. is a multi-industry company that leverages its global network of aircraft, defense, industrial and finance 
businesses to provide customers with innovative solutions and services. Textron is known around the world for its 
powerful brands such as Bell Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Hawker, Jacobsen, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, 
Greenlee, and Textron Systems. For more information visit: www.textron.com. 

Certain statements in this press release are forward-looking statements which may project revenues or describe 
strategies, goals, outlook or other non-historical matters; these statements speak only as of the date on which they 
are made, and we undertake no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements. These statements 
are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors that may cause our actual results to differ 
materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, including, but not limited to, the 
efficacy of research and development investments to develop new products or unanticipated expenses in connection 
with the launching of significant new products or programs; the timing of our new product launches or certifications 
of our new aircraft products; our ability to keep pace with our competitors in the introduction of new products and 
upgrades with features and technologies desired by our customers; changes in government regulations or policies 
on the export and import of our products; volatility in the global economy or changes in worldwide political conditions 
that adversely impact demand for our products; performance issues with key suppliers or subcontractors; and 
continued demand softness or volatility in the markets in which we do business. 


