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The original "game plan" of the Founding Fathers of the United 
Nations international human rights program was, first, to spell 
out in a non-binding Universal Declaration of Human Rights' the 
general principles falling within the phrase "human rights and 
fundamental freedoms" found in the UN Charter, and then to 
draft a covenant (which later became two covenants) and 
various specific conventions relating to particular human rights 
that would contain legally binding obligations together with 
implementation provisions for those states that ratified such 
treaties (Richard B. Lillich). 



Books: 

i.    Library catalog: To search for books on 
international human rights law in print, please 
use the library catalog - Ad Fontes

Search Tips:
Subject Queries--
 international law and [specific topic, i.e., human rights] 

http://adfontes.liberty.edu/vwebv/searchBasic?sk=en_US






ii.  Library of Congress Call Numbers for  
International Law: K

 (International Trade & Jurisprudence, Human Rights, 
and Comparative Law)

iii.   Ask librarians for help with finding treatises on 
the subject

iv. WorldCat

http://www.liberty.edu/law/law-library/legal-research-databases/




Journal Articles

◦ Current Index to Legal Periodical (1980 – current)
Weekly index to currently published articles

◦ Index To Legal Periodicals & Index To Legal Periodicals 
Retrospective (1918-1981)
Cover law review articles, bar association journals, etc. 

◦ LegalTrac
Subject Queries-
 international law - cases
 international law and [topic, e.g., human rights] 

http://www.liberty.edu/law/law-library/cilp/
http://www.liberty.edu/law/law-library/legal-research-databases/
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=LT&u=vic_liberty&authCount=1


Subjects arranged chronologically. 
Skip to next slide for Human 
Rights Law







Websites

i. Electronic Information System for International 
Law (EISIL)

EISIL highlights important instruments and web    
resources for researching various human rights topics, 
including current trends in international human rights 

ii. Treaties in Force (TIF), U.S. Department of State
For treaties and international agreements to              

which the U.S. is a party

http://www.eisil.org/
http://www.eisil.org/
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/




Click to download



International Organizations:

i. United Nations

ii. Council of Europe

Related website:
◦ United Nations Treaty Collection

http://www.un.org/en/index.html
http://www.coe.int/en/
https://treaties.un.org/


Select “what we do”, then
Click on “Protect Human 
Rights” 





Click here





Click here to 
begin search



For treaty 
updates

Use to search for 
journal articles

Use the UNTS Cum. Index if you 
want to browse the treaty 
collection or have the issue no. or 
the year of registration



◦ WestLaw

◦ LexisNexis

◦ HeinOnline

Use any of the above databases to find treaties, 
instruments, cases, journals, newsletters, and other 
resources on international human rights

◦ Max Planck Encyclopedia Of Public International Law
Use to find peer-reviewed articles on every aspect of 
international law

https://lawschool.westlaw.com/
https://advance.lexis.com/firsttime?crid=bdb78d04-fb81-4ab2-a700-e236f124e5de
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome
http://opil.ouplaw.com/home/EPIL






click







Click





Click and select “human rights” 
from drop down menu

OR Type your search terms in the box





Newsletters

i.  ASIL International Law In Brief
Abstracts of and links to primary documents (such 
as cases and treaties) relating to current 
developments in international law.

ii. International Law News
Contains case notes and articles discussing current 
international developments. Also has a section 
covering private international law issues. From the 
American Bar Association's Section of International 
Law and Practice

https://www.asil.org/blogs/ilib
http://www.americanbar.org/publications/international_law_news/2015/summer.html






iii. International Law Update 
Summarizes international and domestic 
tribunal actions that bear on international 
issues. Organized by topic (i.e., genocide) and 
indexed annually.

http://www.internationallawinfo.com/


Click to browse 
international law news



If everything else fails, consider the following: 

◦ Making a telephone call, or

◦ Sending an e-mail message to the relevant 
government agency, department, or organization

Such contact information is mostly available on their 
website. 



Richard B. Lillich, The Growing Importance Of 
Customary International Human Rights Law, 25 
Ga. J. Int'l & Comp. L. 1 (1995-1996)
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