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• What is a program level research 
question 

• The difference between a 
program level learning outcome 
and a research question 

• How to write a research 
question 

• Tips for developing a wel l 
written research question 





Assessment is the 
ongoing process of … 



Establishing clear,  measurable expected 
outcomes of student learning. 



Ensuring that students have sufficient 
oppor tunities to achieve those outcomes. 

,  



Systematically gathering,  analyzing,  and 
interpreting evidence to determine how well 
student learning matches our expectations. 



Using the resulting information to understand 
and improve student learning.  



• G ive us useful and timely information 
• G ive us accurate and truthful information 
• A re fair to all students 
• A re ethical and protect the privacy and 

dignity of those involved 
• A re systematized 
• A re cost effective,  yielding value that justi fies 

the time and expense we put into them 

Good 
Assessments… 





LEARNING OUTCOM E: 
 

• The knowledge,  skills,  attitudes,  and habits of mind that 
students gain from a learning exper ience. 

 
• It is a statement of the intended outcome of instructi,on 

NOT the process of instruction itself. 



Is there a verb that describes  
an observable action? 



The student w i ll be able to communicate 



What is the level of acceptable performance 
and to what degree should the student be 
able to do it? 



as an educator of a child education program. 



Is there a description of the conditions under 
which the student is expected to act 



The student w i ll be able to communicate  as an educator 
of a child education program. 



... 

Writing a Quality 
Research Question 



W hat i s a Resea rch Q uestio n ? 
A research question reveals what aspect of the 

program level learning outcome will be assessed. 



PLO =  The student will be able to communicate  as an educator  of a child 
development program. 

Aspects of communicating 
 
RQ = I s the stude nt able  to develop and  prese nt a to pic to the  staff 
of a child education  program a topic within a daycare workshop? 

.  



A research question focuses on the individual 
student .  



PLO = The student w ill be able to communicate as an educator of a child 
devel,opment program. 
 

 
Individual student 

RQ = Is the student able to develop and present a 
topic to the staff of a child education program a topic 
w ithin a daycare workshop? 



A research question asks what you want to find 
out about student lear ning SPECIFICALLY. 



PLO =  The student w i ll be able to communicate as an educator  of a child 
development  program. 

RQ =  Is the student able to develop and present a topic to 
the staff of a child education program within a daycare 
workshop? 

Very specific 



A research question w i ll determine the 
development of the instrument and the rubric. 



>  
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CRITERIA : 
1.    Organization  of 
material being pr,esented 

1 There is no logical sequence 
of information. 

2 Presenter  does not follow 
logica l sequence. 
Presentation  is not 
organized. 

3 Presenter  follows 
logica l sequence, but 
fa ils to elaborate. A 
few minor  points  may 
be conf using that a re 
not completely 
understood . 

4 Presentation  is clea r, logica l 
and organized . 

2.   Delivery  of 
presentation 

1 I nformation  is only read to 
the audience. 

2 Presenter  seems 
uncomforta ble throughout 
entire presentation.   
Much of the information  is 
read. 

3 Pacing  is sometime  too 
fast or slow. The 
presenter  seemed 
hesita nt at the beginning  
of the presentation,  but 
became more comforta 
ble as it went on. 

4 Speaker  is confident  in front 
of the group. 

3.  Interaction with 
audience 

Speaker did  not provide 
opportunities  for the staff  to 
ask questions. 

Speaker  hesitated  in 
responding  to questions and 
feedback from the audience.  
Speaker was not confident  
in ha ndling questions  and  
did  not have the answers  to 
the questions. 

Speaker  responded  and 
interacted  with  the 
materia l being presented  
and  replied 
to questions without 
hesitation. 

Speaker d id  an excellent job 
of providing  opportunities for 
the staff to respond  and 
intera ct with  the material 
being  presented.   Speaker 
responded  to questions  with 
ease and  confidence. 

4.  Use of PowerPoint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- 

1 No  PowerPoint  presentation 
is included. 

2 Font is too sma ll to be 
easily seen. Too much 
information  is included. 

3 PowerPoint  contributes 
to the quality of the 
presentation.  Font size 
is appropriate  for 
reading. Appropriate 
information  is included. 
Some materia l is not 
supported  by visual 
a ids. 

4 PowerPoi111t  enha nces 
the presentation.  I t was 
prepa red  in a professional 
manner  - font on 
PowerPoi111t  is la rge 
enough to be seen by 
everyone, information  is 
orga nized  so that the main  
points  stand out to ma 
ximize the 
audiences  understanding . 



A research question focuses on displaying 
a specific sub-skill on a specific portion of 
the content of the discipline. 
  

A program learning outcome ( PLO) focuses 
on a specific Skill that can be applied to 
the general content of the discipline. 

VS. 



The student will be able to communicate as an educator 
of a child education program. 



A  program learning outcome (PLO) focuses 
on a specific Skill that can be applied to 
the general content of the discipline. 

V S .  

A research question focuses on displaying 
a specific sub-skill on a specific portion
 of the content of the discipline. 



PLO =  The student w i ll be able to communicate as an educator  of a child 
development  program. 

RQ =  Is the student able to develop and present a topic to 
the staff of a child education program within a daycare 
workshop? 

Very specific 



A program learning outcome (PLO) focuses 
on a specific Skill that can be applied to 
the gener al content of the discip line. 

V S .  
A research question focuses on displaying 
a specific sub-skill on a specific portion of 
the content of the d iscipline. 



• The sub-skill in the research question should correspond 
with the Skill in the program learning outcome .  

 
• The research question should detai l the sub-skill that you 

expect the students to demonstrate in order to exhib it 
that they have the Skill in the PLO. 

 
• The sub-skill in the research question should be 

referenced in the measure/rubric being used. 
 
• A research question should begin 
with: " Is the student able to . . . "  



PLO: The student w ill be able to communicate as an educator  of a 
child education program. 
 

Poor RQ #1  = Is the student able to evaluate oral 
presentations of their  peers? 

 
Poor RQ #2 =  Is the student able to communicate as an educator 
of a child education program? 

 

Poor RQ #3 =  Can a group of students  present a sales pitch for 
an educational text? 



A research question focuses on the individual student. 
 
A research question asks what you want to find out about 
student learning SPECIFICALLY. 
 
A research question will determine the development of 
the instrument and the rubric. 
 
Displays a specific sub-skill on a specific  portion of the 
content of the discipline. 
 
The sub-skill in the research question should coorespond 
with the Skill in the program learning outcome. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	PLO = The student will be able to communicate as an educator of a child
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

