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Ukrainian Counteroffensive into Kursk Oblast,
Russia
BLUF

● The Ukrainian incursion into the Kursk Oblast was a strategic success, however it is likely to
pressure Russia into further reprisals to mitigate the bad image of its failure.

Analysis
Overview

● On August 6, 2024, Ukrainian forces pushed through the Russian border into Kursk,
occupying over 400 miles in the Kursk Oblast. Within two weeks, Ukraine had destroyed
three bridges crossing the Seym River, isolating Russian troops in the region. These events
forced Russia to deploy around 40,000 soldiers to Kursk at a time when Russia is trying to
advance further into eastern Ukraine. Having established a foothold within Russia, Ukrainian
forces continue to advance into Kursk and are requesting more military aid to support their
advance.

Conclusion
● Since Ukrainian forces occupying Russian territory hurts morale and sets a bad image, it is

likely that Russian forces will launch a counter attack in the Kursk Oblast. This future
counterattack will draw Russian soldiers away from other frontlines in Ukraine. As a result
the Russian government will be forced to choose between increasing conscription efforts or
allowing those other frontlines to remain unsupported. It’s also likely when a Russian
counterattack commences, Ukrainian forces will launch their own reprisal attacks.

Sources
1. https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-ukraines-kursk-incursion-has-failed-slow-d

onbas-advance-2024-09-05/
2. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/kursk-to-pokrovsk-how-is-the-battlefield-changing-in-u

kraine-and-russia/
3. https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/15/backed-by-tanks-and-covered-by-glide-bo

mbing-fighter-jets-ukrainian-troops-have-advanced-into-russia-along-a-new-axis/
4. https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-3

-2024
5. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y36rdreq1o
6. https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-oct

ober-2-2024
7. https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/29/counterattacking-in-kursk-russian-tanks-g

ot-stuck-in-russias-own-anti-tank-traps/
8. https://www.barrons.com/news/zelensky-meets-troops-fighting-in-kursk-in-ukraine-border-vis

it-presidency-0929b0ee
9. https://x.com/DefenceHQ (British Ministry of Defence)
10. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/sep/20/revealed-russia-anticipated-kursk-incursion-

months-in-advance-seized-papers-show
11. https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-it-advances-kursk-region-urges-allies-hel

p-defend-air-space-2024-08-30/
12. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c984g10e22lo

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-ukraines-kursk-incursion-has-failed-slow-donbas-advance-2024-09-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-ukraines-kursk-incursion-has-failed-slow-donbas-advance-2024-09-05/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/kursk-to-pokrovsk-how-is-the-battlefield-changing-in-ukraine-and-russia/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/kursk-to-pokrovsk-how-is-the-battlefield-changing-in-ukraine-and-russia/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/15/backed-by-tanks-and-covered-by-glide-bombing-fighter-jets-ukrainian-troops-have-advanced-into-russia-along-a-new-axis/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/15/backed-by-tanks-and-covered-by-glide-bombing-fighter-jets-ukrainian-troops-have-advanced-into-russia-along-a-new-axis/
https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-3-2024
https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-3-2024
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y36rdreq1o
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-2-2024
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-october-2-2024
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/29/counterattacking-in-kursk-russian-tanks-got-stuck-in-russias-own-anti-tank-traps/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/29/counterattacking-in-kursk-russian-tanks-got-stuck-in-russias-own-anti-tank-traps/
https://www.barrons.com/news/zelensky-meets-troops-fighting-in-kursk-in-ukraine-border-visit-presidency-0929b0ee
https://www.barrons.com/news/zelensky-meets-troops-fighting-in-kursk-in-ukraine-border-visit-presidency-0929b0ee
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/sep/20/revealed-russia-anticipated-kursk-incursion-months-in-advance-seized-papers-show
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/sep/20/revealed-russia-anticipated-kursk-incursion-months-in-advance-seized-papers-show
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-it-advances-kursk-region-urges-allies-help-defend-air-space-2024-08-30/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-it-advances-kursk-region-urges-allies-help-defend-air-space-2024-08-30/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c984g10e22lo
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13. https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/28/russia-had-nearly-200-artillery-pieces-in-k
ursk-when-ukraine-invaded-but-the-gunners-werent-ready/

Israel/Hezbollah Conflict (9/24)
BLUF

● The Israeli pager/walkie-talkie attacks has instigated a new phase of conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah.

Analysis
Overview

● On September 17, 2024, pagers owned by Hezbollah operatives and officials in Lebanon and
Syria remotely forced to explode while in use. After the pager attack, Hezbollah began using
radios, which were destroyed the next day in a similar manner the next day. Combined, the
attacks killed thirty-seven people and injured at least three thousand more. Among the injured
was the Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon, Mojtaba Amani.

● On September 20, Hezbollah responded by launching over one hundred rockets into northern
Israel. Later the same day, Israeli airstrikes destroyed Hezbollah strongholds in Lebanon and
Syria. Among those killed in the airstrikes was one of Hezbollah’s founding leaders Ibrahim
Aqil. Following Israel’s airstrike, Hezbollah launched a major rocket and missile strike on
Northern Lebanon, although most were intercepted by Israeli air defense systems. Since then,
Israel and Hezbollah have launched numerous tit-for-tat strikes between northern Israel and
southern Lebanon resulting in the deaths of an unknown number of Hezbollah operatives and
at least twenty-two Lebanese civilians.

Analysis Technique

Conclusion
● Considering Hezbollah’s previous response to Israeli attacks, our analysis suggests a

continuation of retaliatory attacks between Israel and Hezbollah will be almost certain.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/28/russia-had-nearly-200-artillery-pieces-in-kursk-when-ukraine-invaded-but-the-gunners-werent-ready/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2024/09/28/russia-had-nearly-200-artillery-pieces-in-kursk-when-ukraine-invaded-but-the-gunners-werent-ready/
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● Fighting will likely continue to take place in a “gray area” of the war until one of the two
parties makes a larger move, such as a push into one another's territory. We assess that
continuing Israeli strikes against Hezbollah targets will foster increased resentment amongst
Muslim nations, increasing the likelihood of terrorist attacks directed towards Israel.

Sources
1. https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-september-17-2024/#post-585393-

LEBANON
2. The Coming Conflict with Hezbollah (csis.org)
3. Lebanon: Israel, US inaction blamed for mass pager explosions after warning against

escalation | Middle East Eye
4. Middle East | Latest News & Updates | BBC News
5. https://customer.janes.com/display/BSP_79412-IWR
6. https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-821015
7. https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-peacekeepers-lebanon-urge-de-escalation-after

-heavy-airstrikes-2024-09-20/
8. https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-exploding-pagers-hezbollah-syria-ce6af3c2e6de0a0

dddfae48634278288
9. The Mystery of Hezbollah’s Deadly Exploding Pagers | WIRED
10. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/taiwan-firm-denies-making-pagers-used-lebanon-expl

osions-rcna171594
11. https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-820872
12. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj6ezre8xr4o

Summary

U.S. Passes a Series of Bills to Counter China
BLUF

● U.S bills countering China address military, ideological, technological and economic threats
of the CCP yet will likely cause escalation in diplomatic relations with China.

Analysis
Overview

● Mike Johnson, in conjunction with the Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party,
met to discuss legislation to counter Chinese influence and involvement in U.S. assets and
industries. As a result of this meeting, several Bills were passed on September 9th to emulate
the urgency surrounding the issues of the U.S. relationship with China. These bills pinpoint
the threats that the CCP poses in the realms of; military economics, trade interdependence,
infiltration of the CCP ideology into American institutions, technology, and more. The United
States is trying to move forward, countering China's initiative to compromise U.S. national
security and steal technology and information. These actions may escalate the already tense
relations between the U.S. and China; these issues may increase already present issues, such
as territorial disputes over Taiwan or increased Chinese aggression in the South Pacific. The
main aspects of the bills include targeting Beijing Biotech, Banning Chinese drones,
protecting intellectual property, and restricting farm sales.

● The passage of these bills proves to be a significant step in protecting Americans from
Chinese invasion of their privacy and trying to infiltrate American lead institutions and

https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-september-17-2024/#post-585393-LEBANON
https://www.state.gov/briefings/department-press-briefing-september-17-2024/#post-585393-LEBANON
https://www.csis.org/analysis/coming-conflict-hezbollah
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-us-inaction-blamed-mass-pager-explosions-lebanon-heels-us-warning-against-escalation
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-us-inaction-blamed-mass-pager-explosions-lebanon-heels-us-warning-against-escalation
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east
https://customer.janes.com/display/BSP_79412-IWR
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-821015
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-peacekeepers-lebanon-urge-de-escalation-after-heavy-airstrikes-2024-09-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-peacekeepers-lebanon-urge-de-escalation-after-heavy-airstrikes-2024-09-20/
https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-exploding-pagers-hezbollah-syria-ce6af3c2e6de0a0dddfae48634278288
https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-israel-exploding-pagers-hezbollah-syria-ce6af3c2e6de0a0dddfae48634278288
https://www.wired.com/story/pager-explosion-hezbollah/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taiwan-hungary-deny-making-hezbollah-pagers-deepening-mystery-of-their-origin/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/taiwan-firm-denies-making-pagers-used-lebanon-explosions-rcna171594
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/taiwan-firm-denies-making-pagers-used-lebanon-explosions-rcna171594
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-820872
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj6ezre8xr4o
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businesses. These bills provide greater protection for American citizens against China's
calculated and adversarial actions. However, there is still concern since China is a nuclear
power that these bills could cause further escalation that has the potential to be nuclear.

Analysis Technique

●

Conclusion
● The passage of these 25 bills in Congress will serve to further protect U.S. citizens from the

CCP infringing on their personal data, intellectual property and help mitigate the threat that
China poses to the United States.

Sources
1. https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3901774/iran-gives-r

ussia-short-range-missiles-while-us-partners-expect-to-keep-bolster/
2. https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/atacms/
3. https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2024/09/11/7474618/

Summary

Iran's Presidential Visit to Iraq
BLUF

● Through President Pezeshkian’s visit, Iran seeks to strengthen relations with political and
military factions within Iraq, expand its options for evading U.S sanctions, and further
alleviate security concerns regarding its Kurdish population.

Analysis

Overview

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3901774/iran-gives-russia-short-range-missiles-while-us-partners-expect-to-keep-bolster/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3901774/iran-gives-russia-short-range-missiles-while-us-partners-expect-to-keep-bolster/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/atacms/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2024/09/11/7474618/
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● From September 11th to September 13th, Iran’s new President Masoud Pezekhan was in Iraq
to strengthen ties with favorable government and political institutions within Iraq. During the
meeting, it was discussed how to assist an end to the war between Israel and Palestine and
how to mitigate the result of Western sanctions and consequent international isolation. There
was also discussion of the new sanctions placed on Iran by the US, France, Germany, and the
U.K. to reprimand Iran for supplying Russia with Missiles. Ultimately, 14 cooperation
memoranda were signed between Iran and Iraq in areas such as energy, the economy, trade
and infrastructure, among others

● This will impact the U.S. because of the threat that the Iranian regime could continue to
disregard sanctions and continue to provide resources to terrorist groups. This would likely
result in more attacks against U.S. troops in the Middle East.

Analysis Technique

Conclusion
● Iran’s recent presidential visit to Iraq to discuss future cooperation threatens to turn one of

the U.S. most valuable strategic partners in the Middle East against the U.S. The signed
cooperation memoranda lay the foundation for an a potential increase in future partnerships
between Iran and Iraq

Sources
1. Iraq’s Illusory Sovereignty: Domestic and Foreign Culprits (arabcenterdc.org)
2. Israel–Hamas War (Iran Updates) | Institute for the Study of War (understandingwar.org)
3. Iran president visits Iraq on first foreign trip | Mena – Gulf News
4. The Motives Behind Iranian Regime’s President Pezeshkian's Trip to Iraq - NCRI (ncr-iran.org)

Chinese and Russian Infiltration Involving Bolivia.

https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/iraqs-illusory-sovereignty-domestic-and-foreign-culprits/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/israel%E2%80%93hamas-war-iran-updates
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/iran-president-visits-iraq-on-first-foreign-trip-1.104072988
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/terrorism-a-fundamentalism/the-motives-behind-iranian-regimes-president-pezeshkians-trip-to-iraq/
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BLUF
● The formation of greater economic and military ties between Bolivia and Russia and the PRC

is a threat to U.S. hegemony in Latin America.

Analysis

Overview
● Protests held in Bolivia, led by the former President, Evo Morales,is a revolt against the new

president; however, there are more profound implications behind this revolt.both Xi Jinping
and Vladimir Putin favor Evo Morales. In 2015, the PRC loaned Bolivia, under Morales's
rule, $7.5 Billion. When Morales was forced to resign as President, Xi openly expressed his
concern for his friend. Currently, Bolivia is working with Russia to advance its artillery, and
recent discussions on military cooperation at the International Military-Technical Forum
ARMY-2023 in Moscow highlighted this cooperation. Bolivia has also integrated a new type
of drone, the Yuneec H520E drone, manufactured by Chinese Yuneec International. Evo
Morales has excellent support from two of the United States' most significant adversaries,
which should raise concern for the U.S.
.

Analysis Technique
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Conclusion
● The partnership of Bolivia with both the PRC and Russia should raise concern for the US.

Bolivia's partnership with China and Russia could affect the United States' diplomatic and
trade relations. It may provoke a militaristic response from Bolivia as Bolivia is working
economically, scientifically, and militarily with Russia and China.

Sources
1. https://www.riotimesonline.com/bolivia-expands-military-relations-with-china-following-russ

ian-nuclear-agreement/
2. Equipo Nizkor - Plurinational Constitutional Ruling 84/2017 authorizing the re-nomination of

Evo Morales to the Presidency. (derechos.org)
3. https://www.southcom.mil/MEDIA/NEWS-ARTICLES/Article/3553735/

Arrest of Pavel Durov and its effect on
The War in Ukraine (9/24)
BLUF

● Pavel Durov’s arrest will send a major political message to other technology companies and
may impact the information war related to the war in Ukraine

Analysis
Overview

● On August 24, French authorities arrested Pavel Durov, the CEO of Telegram, a social
networking site. Due to its popularity and Durov’s refusal to cooperate with law enforcement
agencies, Telegram became a gathering place for various criminal networks. In 2016, the
French government passed regulations mandating social networking sites restrict criminal
activity on their sites, as well as provide a backdoor into to any encrypted messaging service
within a social networking app.

https://www.riotimesonline.com/bolivia-expands-military-relations-with-china-following-russian-nuclear-agreement/
https://www.riotimesonline.com/bolivia-expands-military-relations-with-china-following-russian-nuclear-agreement/
https://www.derechos.org/nizkor/bolivia/doc/reeleccion167.html
https://www.derechos.org/nizkor/bolivia/doc/reeleccion167.html
https://www.southcom.mil/MEDIA/NEWS-ARTICLES/Article/3553735/
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● Telegram gained notoriety for its use during the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Various
Ukrainian towns created telegram channels to warn people about incoming Russian missile
strikes. While the Russian government has created similar channels, the Russians also use
Telegram to recruit soldiers, raise funds, and gather support for cyber operations. Russian
commanders also use Telegram’s encrypted messaging service to send information about
military operations.

Analysis Technique

Conclusion
● It is unlikely Pavel will hand over encryption keys to French Authorities, but he may grant

them full access to unencrypted Telegram group channels. Despite any resolution, it is highly
likely Pavel's arrest is meant as a warning to other social media sites to clamp down on
criminal activity and increase censorship. It is also likely that any information gathered by
France relating to the Ukraine War will be handed over to the Ukrainian government.

Sources
1. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/ceo-of-telegram-messaging-app-arrested-at-paris-air

port-french-media-report
2. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240825-telegram-chief-pavel-durov-arrested-at-f

rench-airport
3. https://www.npr.org/2024/08/25/nx-s1-5088676/telegram-ceo-pavel-durov-arrested-france
4. https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-france/
5. https://meduza.io/en/feature/2024/08/28/telegram-has-become-a-key-tool-for-the-russian-

military-why-does-moscow-continue-to-rely-on-a-dubai-based-civilian-messaging-app
6. https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2024/08/pavel-durov-indicted-as-prosecutor-cites-teleg

rams-refusal-to-work-with-police/
7. https://www.politico.eu/article/telegram-ceo-pavel-durov-arrest-france-charges-cyber-laws/

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/ceo-of-telegram-messaging-app-arrested-at-paris-airport-french-media-report
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/ceo-of-telegram-messaging-app-arrested-at-paris-airport-french-media-report
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240825-telegram-chief-pavel-durov-arrested-at-french-airport
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240825-telegram-chief-pavel-durov-arrested-at-french-airport
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/25/nx-s1-5088676/telegram-ceo-pavel-durov-arrested-france
https://www.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-france/
https://meduza.io/en/feature/2024/08/28/telegram-has-become-a-key-tool-for-the-russian-military-why-does-moscow-continue-to-rely-on-a-dubai-based-civilian-messaging-app
https://meduza.io/en/feature/2024/08/28/telegram-has-become-a-key-tool-for-the-russian-military-why-does-moscow-continue-to-rely-on-a-dubai-based-civilian-messaging-app
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2024/08/pavel-durov-indicted-as-prosecutor-cites-telegrams-refusal-to-work-with-police/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2024/08/pavel-durov-indicted-as-prosecutor-cites-telegrams-refusal-to-work-with-police/
https://www.politico.eu/article/telegram-ceo-pavel-durov-arrest-france-charges-cyber-laws/
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8. https://apnews.com/article/france-telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-6e213d227458f330ed16e7f
e221a696c

9. https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-2c8015c102cce23c23d55c6ca8264
1c5

10. https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-passports-ce3b260f1366fe0f4480313f1e1
d2c0a

11. https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-supreme-leader-calls-regulation-cybersp
ace-2024-08-27/#:~:text=DUBAI%2C%20Aug%2027%20(Reuters),of%20how%20other%20co
untries%20also

12. https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-khamenei-urges-new-government-to-impose-tighter-cy
berspace-controls/

13. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/download/securePrint?token=oSFxjjcm$!kfknoG5PPR
14. https://i.redd.it/pure-cope-across-russian-telegram-v0-51un22usza8b1.jpg?s=eacb0af0c33ec

25fe49a24e4091b29b23b0fc84f
15. https://www.axios.com/2024/08/27/telegram-pavel-durov-encryption-hackers-criminals
16. https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-uses-tough-untested-cybercrime-law-target-

telegrams-durov-2024-09-17/
17. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdey4prn3e1o
18. https://www.politico.eu/article/telegram-ceo-arrest-pavel-durov-russian-military-communic

ations-france/
19. https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2024/08/27/after-pavel-durov-s-arrest-rus

sia-s-pro-war-telegram-channels-are-in-turmoil_6722310_4.html
20. https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/encryption-legislation-advances-france
21. https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2023/06/26/the-telegram-founder-s-mysterious-f

rench-passport_6037748_7.html
22. https://meduza.io/en/feature/2024/08/25/a-gift-to-vladimir-putin
23. https://time.com/6158437/telegram-russia-ukraine-information-war/
24. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/download/securePrint?token=oSFxjjcm$!kfknoG5PPR

“The question shouldn’t be what we ought to do, but what we can do” – Rory Stewart

https://apnews.com/article/france-telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-6e213d227458f330ed16e7fe221a696c
https://apnews.com/article/france-telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-6e213d227458f330ed16e7fe221a696c
https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-2c8015c102cce23c23d55c6ca82641c5
https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-arrest-2c8015c102cce23c23d55c6ca82641c5
https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-passports-ce3b260f1366fe0f4480313f1e1d2c0a
https://apnews.com/article/telegram-pavel-durov-passports-ce3b260f1366fe0f4480313f1e1d2c0a
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-supreme-leader-calls-regulation-cyberspace-2024-08-27/#:~:text=DUBAI%2C%20Aug%2027%20(Reuters),of%20how%20other%20countries%20also
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