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MESSAGE  from THE DEANS: 

R o b e r t  H u r t  
R e s i d e n t i a l  D e a n  

R o n a l d  M i l l e r  
O n l i n e  D e a n  

Congratulations on successfully finishing the race! It has been our 
privilege to serve you as the deans for the Helms School of 
Government over the course of this past year, and we are excited for 
you and hopeful for our future because we know your character and 
we know that we are sending you out into a world that desperately 
needs you. 

Our mission here at Liberty and at the Helms School is to train and 
equip you to be Christ-centered leaders in the public arena. Whether 
you will use your degree to advocate for, enact, implement, or enforce 
public policy, you will leave here not only with the knowledge of your 
various disciplines, but also the wisdom that come from a right 
relationship with the Great Lawgiver Himself. 

This is a great milestone in your lives, and we hope that you will take 
the time to celebrate it with family, friends, and others who have 
cheered for you, encouraged you, sometimes wept with you, and 
always prayed for you. You have earned the right to be proud of what 
you have done here at Liberty University. After the celebration, we 
look forward to the great things you will do in the days, months, and 
years ahead, and on behalf of the faculty and staff of the Helms School 
of Government, we thank you for allowing us to pour into your lives 
so that you may be a powerful influence in the lives of others. We 
bestow upon you the mantle of statesmanship, confident in the 
knowledge that you will wear it well.

In Christ,

Robert Hurt & Ron Miller
Deans



ORDER of CEREMONY

I n v o c a t i o n  ―  D r .  S t e p h e n  P a r k e

P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  ―  C a d e t  I s a b e l l a  I l l i a n o        

W e l c o m e  a n d  C h a r g e  t o  t h e  G r a d u a t e s  ―  D e a n s  R o b e r t  H u r t  a n d  R o n  M i l l e r 

A w a r d s  R e c o g n i t i o n  ―  D r .  S t e p h e n  P a r k e

S p e c i a l  R e c o g n i t i o n  ―  D e a n  R o b e r t  H u r t

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P o s t h u m o u s  D e g r e e s  ―  D e a n  R o n  M i l l e r

R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  F i r s t  H e l m s  D o c t o r a l  D e g r e e  ―  D e a n  R o n  M i l l e r

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o  f  D e g r e e s

• V i r t u a l  G r a d u a t e s  ―  F o l l o w  L i n k  o n  C o m m e n c e m e n t  W e b s i t e

• I n - P e r s o n  G r a d u a t e s
o R e s i d e n t i a l  ―  D e a n  R o b e r t  H u r t

o O n l i n e  ―  D e a n  R o n  M i l l e r

P r e s e n t a t i o n  o  f  t h e  C l a s s e s  o f  2 0 2 0  &  2 0 2 1  ―  D r .  S t e p h e n  P a r k e 

B e n e d i c t i o n  ―  D r .  J a s o n  R o s s



LIST of AWARDS

JESSE HELMS AWARD
Rebekah Pryor
The Senator Jesse Helms Award recognizes students who, by their commitment to Christian 
principles, conservative ideals, a strong work ethic, and statesmanship, honor the legacy of Senator 
Jesse Helms.

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AWARD
Rebekah Pryor
The John Quincy Adams Award recognizes the International Politics & Policy students who, by 
their commitment to international awareness, academic excellence, and virtuous statesmanship, 
reflect the example of John Quincy Adams, whose service as a U.S. senator from Massachusetts 
and one of America’s foremost diplomats and influential secretaries of state, led to his election as the 
sixth president of the United States and a notable post-presidency as a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

RONALD S. GODWIN AWARD
Rebekah Pryor
Named after the founding dean of the Helms School of Government, this award recognizes students 
for their accomplishments and distinguished activities outside the classroom, as well as their 
involvement in important political issues.

G.  HOWARD GREGORY AWARD
Garrett  Ingram
The G. Howard Gregory Award recognizes students who exemplify a commitment to duty, honor, 
and morality, and who demonstrate professionalism and an assiduous approach to the study of 
criminal justice.  

NATHAN HALE AWARD
Hannah McDonald and Christ ian Butler
The Nathan Hale Award is presented to two students who best exemplify the courageous 
spirit, character, and dedication of our nation’s first spy. At only 21 years old and facing 
execution by the British, Nathan Hale boldly declared, “I only regret that I have but one life to 
give for my country.”

THE PATRICK HENRY AWARDS  
Leadership ―  Jul ia  Robertson
Competit ion ―  Corey Jones
The Patrick Henry Leadership and Competition awards are given to select seniors who have 
received acceptance to ABA accredited law schools. The award recognizes students who demonstrate 
academic achievement, leadership within the legal studies arena, and dedication to the principles of 
life, liberty, duty, and honor, all while exhibiting the fruit of a love for Christ.



LIST of AWARDS

DEAN’S COUNCIL 
Tavia Bruxellas, Christian Butler, Garrett Ingram, Andrew Lemay, Rebekah 
Pryor, and Charles Tippett

The Dean’s Council Graduates are recognized for their leadership, service, and statesmanship to 
the Helms School of Government.

DEAN’S LEADERSHIP AWARD
Atinuke Elizabeth Ayowole, Tyler Huntington, Peter Pattara, and Shaddi Spencer 

Recipients of this award are recognized for their significant contributions to the Helms School and 
student body through their principled leadership.

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE AWARD
Master of Arts in Public Policy ― Shaddi Spencer
Master of Science in Criminal Justice ― Kevin Daly
Master of Science in Political Science ― James Cogan
Master of Public Administration ― Jessica Windsor
Master of Science in International Relations ― Robert Frisch
Master of Science in National Security ― Christopher Mateo

Recipients of this award are recognized for their academic excellence, exemplary leadership, and 
Christian character. 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Undergraduate Students: 
Abigail Angel, Brandon Angel, Tavia Bruxellas, Matthew Calhoun, Joseph Ceriello, 
Robert Choyce, Mark Dain, William Dunn, Tavia Ethredge, Brian Farmer, Zachary 
Federico, Samuel Ford, Dory Gadberry, Caleb Gott, Jared Harrison, Dajonte Holsey, 
Tyler Huntington, Sidney Johnson, Marisa Kuhar, Michael Lange, Joseph Longo, 
Mary Catherine Morris, Jonathan Shavers, Lydia Thomas, Lorie Toplikar, Trina 
Whitley, Joshua Wick

Graduate Students: 
Steven Appouh-Hester, Atinuke Elizabeth Ayowole, Caitlyn Boitnott, Madison 
Bridge, James Bushway, Vernon Byrd, Whitney Cable, Kelsey Carpenter, Deneil 
Christian, Mary Cook, Marina DeAngelo, Michael Gallagher, Mark Pereira, Elise 
Pistor, Russ Rivers, Tony Sanchez, Thomas Spangler

The Academic Achievement Award is given to students who achieve a 4.0 GPA and display intellect, 
passion, and dedication to excellence in their fields of study. 



Mrs. Deidre Akers 
Ms. Catherine Latchford 

Mr. Tim Goeglein

 INSTRUCTIONAL MENTOR S

RESIDENTIAL  ADJUNCT FACULTY

FACULTY  and STAFF

Mr. Robert Cooper  
Dr. Gai Ferdon  
Dr. Kahlib Fischer  
Dr. Thomas Metallo 
Dr. Mary Prentice  
Mr. Lawrence Presley 
Dr. Benjamin Rathsam 
Mrs. Amanda Trent 
Dr. Edna Udobong 
Mr. William Waddell

Mr. Bill Crawford 
Dean Keith Faulkner 
Mr. Richard Mast 
Mr. Jonathan Pelletier 

Dr. Melissa Beaudoin 
Dr. Mecca Carter-Marshall 
Dr. Jesse Chupp
Dr. Jennifer DeBoer
Mr. Mark Haskew

Dr. Robert Hurt 
Residential Dean 

Mr. Ronald Miller 
Online Dean

Dr. Stephen Parke  
Associate Dean for 
Residential Programs

Dr. Jason Ross  
Interim Associate Dean for 
Online Programs

Mr. Marcus Akers
Direct or of Projects and Initiatives

SENIOR FELLOW
Center for American Statesmanship

Mrs. Paige Staples Mr. Titus Pettman
Mr. Christopher Rhoades

Dr. Marc Hedrick 
Mrs. Jennifer Holmquist 
Dr. Kelly Osterbind 
Dr. Jade Pumphrey

Dr. Jennifer Purvis 
Dr. Jennifer Riedthaler- 
Williams
Dr. Melissa Stewart 
Dr. Linda Venturo

Mr. Steve Rice
Mr. Ron Staton 
Mr. Jonathan Turner 
Mr. Aaron Van Allen

FACULTY  

Dr. Joel Cox  
Department Chair, 
Criminal Justice 

Dr. Fred Newell 
Department Chair, Public 
Safety and Administration 
Online Programs

DIRECTORS

STAFF



ONLINE  ADJUNCT FACULTY

Alvin Abraham 
Joshua Adams 
Dorothy Aerga 
Olugbenga Akanji 
Shawn Akers 
Nancy Alleyne 
Larry Anthony 
Michael J. Anthony 
Colin Ashburn 
Johnetta Banks 
Richard Baranzini 
Andrew Barbee 
Sarah Barber
David G. Barnett 
Sherah Basham 
Corinne A. Bates 
Allen Bellamy 
Eugene R. Belmain 
Marcia Bennett 
John Bentley 
Benjamin T. Bierly 
Jared Blake
Carless Boatwright 
William R. Bowen 
John Paul Box
Scott Boykin
Jack R. Bragg
Peter M. Brake 
Dennis Bridge 
Lonnie Brinson 
Thomas P. Brown 
Roy Brush
Lona D. Bryan
Robert R. Buck
James R. Buckner 
Melissa C. Bundy 
George E. Buzzy 
James Carlino 
Howard L. Cheek 
Edwin Christmann  
Gregory A. Clark 
Danny Clary 
William Clements 
Kevin Cloonan 
Kelvin J. Cochran 
Michael Collins 
Christopher J. Colsey 
David A. Conn 
Christopher Connelly 
Georgiana Constantin 
Elizabeth Cook 
Dean Curry
Scott E. Daniels

Johnny B. Davis 
Lisa Deese
John Demmitt 
Carolyn B. Dennis 
Ryan J. Devine 
Blake D. DeVolld 
Misty C. Dosio 
Herbert W. Duff 
Markus D. Dupree 
Vanesa Elvers 
Jovita Esechie 
Rebekah Faugl 
Emily Ferkaluk 
Leslie Fleet 
Latreace Flynt 
Kristin M. Ford 
Ruben Foster 
Jeffrey C. Fox 
Jennifer Freeman-  
Walker
Tyson W. Gage 
William T. Gaines 
Kristin Gardner 
Frances L. Gattis 
Troy Gibson 
Vincent Giordano 
Jeffrey L. Godwin 
Douglas Good 
Gerald Green 
T'Onya Green
Sean C. Grier 
Timothy P. Griffin 
Matthew Hailey 
Robert M. Hamer 
Rex K. Hammond 
Marlana L. Hancock 
Donald E. Hansen 
Mitchell A. Hanson 
Morgan L. A. Hanson 
Robert Harris 
Lester Hazen 
Kenneth Henderson 
Jody Hice
Nicholas J. Higgins 
Donnie Hodges 
David Holt
Robert Hughbank 
Anthony Hughes 
Kenneth Hutchinson 
Erica M. Hutton 
Ronald J. Hy 
Susan Ireland
Todd Isaacson

Larry Jacobs
Eva C. Johnson 
James M. Johnson 
Jimmie L. Johnson 
Bolek Z .Kabala 
Troy Kanode 
Mark Kennedy 
Kristen T. Kilgore 
Gary A. Killam 
Stephen King 
Danette Kobolt 
Gregory M. Koehle 
Eric D. Korteweg 
Simona Kragh 
Matthew Krause 
Hannah A. Lackey 
Blake LaFond 
Steve Lambert          
Michael Langlois 
Justin Lawrence 
William Lester 
Carlton R. Lewis 
Song J. Lim
Mark Lindner 
Jared Linebach 
Micah Long 
Joshua Lowe
Tory L. Lucas 
Marius D. Manac 
Steven Manley 
Yuri Mantilla 
Randy Maraj 
Darrel Martin 
Joseph J. Martins 
Robert Mason 
Greg L. Mathison 
Stuart M. Mattfield 
William R. Mauro 
Shannon McAteer 
Mark A. McDonald 
Olivia McDonald 
Harold K. McGinnis 
Homer McMillan 
Roger Melchior 
Brian Michelson 
Carl Miedich 
Matthew L. Mihelic 
Christopher Miller 
Kim Miller
Jessica Minnis-
McClain
Lizabeth Minuto 
Charles P. Misseijer



Douglas S. Mock 
Leona Monroe 
Bradley Morefield 
Barry Mowell 
Sharon Mullane 
Robert A. Mullen 
Becky Munson-Lollar 
Charles Murphy 
Nicholas W. Myles 
Daniel J. Nadler 
Robert Nalbandov 
Scott Naus
Debra Neville 
Chenwi Ngwa 
Priscila Nogueira da 
Silva
John M. Norris 
Evaristus Obinyan 
Timothy P. O'Brien 
Abiodun Oguntuase 
David D. Ojo 
Douglas A. Orr 
Kelly A. Osterbind 
Charles A. Owen 
Amanda J. Parks 
Robert Paterson 
Stacy Peerbolte 
Joseph Pennino 
Michael Perez 
Jared Perry
Kylie J. Peterson 
Christopher Phillips 
Heather Piedmont 
Linn H. Pitts 
Denny Powers 
Brandon C. Presley  
John F. Pyle 
Gerald Regier
Carl Rehberg 
James Rennie 
Stephen M. Rice 
Melvin S. Richards 
Tiffany S. Roberson 
Robert A. Robertson 
Robert D. Robertson 
Ronald Rodgers 
Rodd Rodriguez 
Erik Root
Robert W. Roth

James Ruffin 
Tamika Russell 
Jarrod Sadulski 
Johnny L. Sanders 
Grace Saunders 
Adriana Seagle 
Jeffrey P. Sexton 
Christopher Sharp 
Ryan C. Sharp 
Jonathan G. Shenk 
Jason M. Smith 
Trevor K. Smith 
Edward L. Soto
John Spohn
Isaiah Stansbery 
Scott Stenzel
John A. Sterling 
David A. Stone 
Grayson Story 
Nicole Stottlemyre 
Angela Swan
John N. Tabor 
Robert Taylor 
Shelley A. Taylor 
Emily Taylor-Mitchell 
Susan Terranova 
Timothy Terrell 
Tatiana R. Terry 
Rachel Thomas 
Timothy M. Todd 
Mark E. Trammell 
Thomas Travis 
Nathan Tumas
Yuri Tuppince
Fred Turner
John H. Turner 
Jonathan R. Turner 
Timothy W. Turner 
Steven Ufford
Karl Umbrasas 
David VanHeemst 
Greg Vecchi
Robert Vogel 
Wesley A. Vorberger 
Beth Wade
Douglas Walker 
Kyan M. Ware
Tory Weaver 
Patrick Webb

Marc P. Weiss 
David M. Welch 
Dexter Wells
Jerry Wells
Frank T. Whitehurst 
Joseph M. Wiegand 
Peter Wielhouwer 
Valerie Wiliamson 
Billy D. Wilson 
Jennifer Wilson 
William Wilson 
Greg Wormser 
Dana C. Wynn 
Amanda Zimmerman 
Brandon Zuidema 
Ryan M. Zuidema

ONLINE  ADJUNCT FACULTY



“He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does
the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8 

#1i, 
GRAD 
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