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Liberty Director of Athletics Ian McCaw 

“What a wonderful turnout this afternoon. We appreciate all of you spending your Sunday afternoon with us. 

Before we go ahead and introduce our new head coach, I’m going to announce something that’s also very 

exciting today. Liberty has just accepted an invitation to participate in the 2022 Boca Raton Bowl. We will be 

playing Toledo University on December 20. That game will be at 7:30 in the evening and televised on ESPN. 

We’re excited about that. That’s our fourth straight bowl game, and we’re looking to go 4-0. We’re really 

excited about that. We’re also grateful that within a span of less than a week, God has led us to the next 

leader of our football program. I also want to thank Dr. Prevo and our Board of Trustees along with Mickey 

Guridy, Todd Patulski, Erin Hagen and several other members of our staff who really helped with this search 

process. What I reflected on the last couple of days is that when God opens the door, no man can close it. 

When God closes the door, no man can open it. We’re very grateful that God has opened doors to allow one 

of the very best football coaches in the country to come to Liberty University. In 2020, he was the National 

Coach of the Year. Four times during his career he's been named conference coach of the year. He’s won 

three conference championships, and that’s something we’re going to be looking to do next year as we move 

to Conference USA. The last two years he's had three NFL draft picks on his team. That’s something we’re 

certainly excited about doing is helping our young men develop so they have a chance to pursue NFL football. 

This is now the third Christian university that he’s served at, so he understands how to build a winning 

football program at a Christian university with a culture that fits the mission of the institution. Over the last 

three years, his record is 31 wins and six losses. That is the best record of any Group of Five program over the 

last years, including Liberty. We’re certainly excited to have him, and we’re certainly excited to match him 

with our players and our facilities and resources. We think some really special things can happen. What I was 

most impressed with is he’s got a heart for the Lord, and he wants to be at the premier Christian university in 

the world. And that is Liberty University. Please welcome head coach Jamey Chadwell.”  

Liberty Football Head Coach Jamey Chadwell 

“God is good. I’d like to thank Ian (McCaw) and administration for unbelievable opportunity to be at Liberty 

University. I’m not only a believer, I’m a follower of Jesus Christ. When you have an opportunity to impact 

people at the most prestigious institution of higher learning from a Christian background as Liberty 

University, you don’t pass that up. I believe God has ordained this opportunity for me. I’m blessed to be the 

football coach here. Before I go on, I’d like to send out a personal message to my family. My wife, Solmaz, I’m 

very thankful for her and her support. We’ve been married 17 years, going on 18, and I think I’ve moved her 

about that many times. She made me promise this was the last one, so we’re here for a while as long as you’ll 

have me. My son, Jameson, we’re training him to be a future quarterback, so hopefully he’ll be alright to go.” 



  

Head Coach Jamey Chadwell Continued… 

“My daughter, Sahel, she loves soccer. I’m going to have to talk to the women’s soccer coach. My daughter, 

Soraya, she wants to be a cheerleader, so he loves the cheerleaders back there. In this profession of football, 

it’s a challenging time for anyone. One thing that I’ve always tried to do in the opportunity that the Lord’s 

blessed me with is to try to impact people. I believe if you lay your roots where you’re at and you water those 

roots every day, God will bless that. That’s the mindset everywhere I’ve been that I’ve tried to take. Ian 

mentioned I started at North Greenville University, a private Christian institution, I was the head coach there 

for three years. I was the head coach at Charleston Southern, another Christian institution, for four years. I 

think we were 3-1 versus Liberty, by the way. I left and went to some public institutions. I enjoyed those 

tremendously, but I was craving to be back in an environment like this. It’s a special, special place. I know it’s 

got special people. To have the opportunity to take this football program to the next level in Conference USA, 

to compete for conference championships, starting in 2024 we’re going to start competing for the CFP. 

There’s a why behind that. That’s what the goal is as Ian and I sat and discussed this opportunity, the goal is 

to go out and try to be the very best we can in Conference USA and put ourselves in position to be one of 

those 12 teams in the CFP. That’s our ultimate goal. Everything that we do will be working towards that. Most 

importantly, I understand that we’re the standard on this campus, our football players. We’re going to be the 

standard in everything that we do, on the field and off the field. We’re going to develop young people that 

are going to give their best for each other on the field and off the field. They’re going to serve each other and 

be selfless. They’re going to represent this university in a first-class matter. That’s important to be me that 

we are the standard in everything that we do. Every day that we wake up, our staff will do what’s best for 

Liberty University and what’s best for this program to help continue to take it forward. I’m very privileged to 

be here and to be the head coach. It’s something that I dreamed about a long time, actually. I was telling Ian 

in 2016, we came up here and had a nice day, and I thought there might be an opportunity to one day be the 

head coach here. Little did I know, going on seven seasons later that I would be here. It’s surreal. He talked 

about God opens the door that no man can close. God opened this door, and my family and I jumped right in. 

It was challenging to try to go through the season and have some of this the last three weeks. It was 

challenging to try to keep your team focused and do the things that are necessary to do. When you ask for 

discernment from the Holy Spirit, when you ask for wisdom from the Holy Spirit, it says in his Word his gives 

it to you. He gave us the wisdom that Liberty University is where we wanted to be. I’m very thankful for that, 

Ian. I’m very thankful to represent Flames Nation. We’ll do everything we can to give you excitement every 

Saturday, every Thursday when we start playing those midweek games. But also we want you to be proud of 

the way we represent. All those wins that he mentioned, that wasn’t me. That was the players buying into 

each other, and we’ll continue to do that. One of those losses was the Cure Bowl, I do remember that. It 

costed us an undefeated season. I want to continue to build on what’s here. I know there’s a good 

foundation. When you have a good foundation, that’s awesome. You can build on that. We’re going to 

continue to build this program to where it’s the premier program in G5. That’s our goal. We’re going to work 

hard every day to do that and represent you in a manner that when you have that Liberty attire on across this 

country, everybody is going to know about Liberty University and how special the football program is. I’m 

glad to be here, and God bless y’all.” 


