
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Notes 
•  Liberty built a 14-0 lead in the second quarter and led Akron 14-3 at halftime. The Zips rallied to within 14-12 in the fourth 
quarter before Liberty scored an insurance touchdown and held on for a 21-12 victory, Saturday.  
• The Flames bounced back from last week’s 37-36 loss at Wake Forest. Liberty is now 8-4 in games immediately following a 
loss under Coach Freeze. 
• Today’s attendance of 20,004 marked the eighth-highest single-game attendance in Williams Stadium and most since a 
crowd of 21,671 for a game against Syracuse on Aug. 31, 2019.   
• This is the third straight year that Liberty has started 3-1 or better through four games.   
• Liberty pushed its home record to 2-0 this season, 17-3 under Coach Freeze and 22-4 at Williams Stadium since joining the 
FBS in 2018. 
• With the win, Liberty evens the all-time series with Akron at 1-1. The Zips won the only previous meeting by a 49-21 score, 
Oct. 12, 2002 in Akron. The Flames have scored 21 points in each of their two meetings with Akron.  
• Today marks the Flames’ third straight head-to-head victory over a MAC opponent, improving Liberty’s all-time record against 
MAC foes to 5-9, including 2-0 at Williams Stadium. 
• Liberty now holds a 12-3 record in September under Coach Freeze. 
• This was Liberty’s first-ever win at Williams Stadium against a team from Ohio. The last visit to Lynchburg by an Ohio team 
was Sept. 17, 2005, when the Flames fell to YSU. Liberty is 6-15 all-time against opponents from Ohio.  
• Today’s win marked Liberty’s first victory on Sept. 24 since 1988 (vs. Moorhead State), snapping a five-game losing streak in 
games played on this date.  
• This is the first time since the 2005 season that Liberty has had three different starting quarterbacks in a single season. That 
year, Brock Farrel, Brock Smith and Zach Terrell all started at quarterback for the Flames that year.  
• Liberty’s opening-drive touchdown accounted for the Flames’ first first-quarter points of the season. Coming into today, 
Liberty had been outscored 10-0 in the first quarter so far this year.  
• Liberty held Akron to 52 rushing yards, marking the second straight game the Flames have held their opponent under 100 
rushing yards. The Flames allowed 100 or more rushing yards in 25 out of their first 26 games as an FBS team. Since then, 
Liberty has held opponents under 100 rushing yards in 10 out of its last 26 games.  
• Today’s game was the second 21-12 score in program history and first since a 21-12 win over Virginia Union on Sept. 4, 
1999.  
• Liberty, which came into the game tied for first in the nation with 11 takeaways, added an interception tonight to surpass last 
year’s takeaway total of 11.   

 
QB Johnathan Bennett  
• Making his first career start at quarterback, completed 13-of-27 passes for 152 yards and two touchdowns. Connected with 
Khaleb Coleman and Treon Sibley for first-half touchdown passes. 
• First Liberty quarterback since Malik Willis on Sept. 19, 2020 at Western Kentucky to lead a touchdown drive on the first drive 
of his first career start.       
• Set personal bests for most single-game passing yards and passing touchdowns.   
 
RB Dae Dae Hunter  
• One day after his birthday, recorded his fourth career 100-yard rushing game and first as a Flame. Rushed 18 times for 118 
yards and one touchdown, as his one-yard plunge provided insurance late in the fourth quarter.     
• First Liberty player to rush for 100 or more yards since Shedro Louis rushed for 101 yards at Ole Miss, Nov. 6, 2021.  
• Rushed for his eighth career touchdown and third as a Flame, pushing him one ahead of teammate Kaidon Salter for the 
team lead in rushing TD’s this season.     
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Liberty Player Notes Continued 
WR Khaleb Coleman  
• Caught two passes for 31 yards, including a 22-yard touchdown catch from Johnathan Bennett that gave Liberty a 7-0 lead in 
the first quarter. They were his first two catches of the season.  
• Caught his third career touchdown and first since a 63-yard strike against UMass, Oct. 30, 2021.      
 
WR Treon Sibley 
• A native of Akron, Sibley pushed Liberty’s lead to 14-0 early in the second quarter with a 30-yard touchdown catch, his second 
career touchdown reception and first since Oct. 2, 2021 at UAB.       

WR Jaivian Lofton 
• Came into the game with one reception on the season; caught a career-high four passes for a team-best 47 yards.   

LB Mike Smith, Jr. and LB Ahmad Walker 
• Tied for the team lead with nine tackles each. Walker’s nine tackles serve as a new career high, breaking his previous mark of 
eight.  

LB Tyren Dupree  
• Set new career high with eight tackles. His previous career high was seven.  

S Robert Rahimi  
• Recorded three tackles and picked off his second pass this season and second INT in as many games. The first Liberty 
player to record interceptions in back-to-back games since Bejour Wilson did so in the first two games of the 2019 season 
against Syracuse and Louisiana.   

RB Shedro Louis  
• Rushed six times for 28 yards and added one kickoff return for 22 yards.   
• Eclipsed 1,000 career rushing yards, has carried for 1,012 yards in his career. Last week, Dae Dae Hunter went over the 
1,000-yard mark for his career.    

S Javon Scruggs  
• Making his 50th appearance in a Liberty uniform, recorded five tackles. Also downed an Aidan Alves punt at the one-yard 
line late in the second half.    

DL Durrell Johnson  
• Recorded 3.5 tackles for a loss, including 2.5 sacks, tying his career high in both stats (also Sept. 26, 2020 against FIU).  
 
P Aidan Alves  
• Punted six times for an average of 47.2 yards, with a long of 64 yards. His 64-yard punt was his longest of the season so 
far.  
• Pinned Akron inside its 20-yard line twice, including once at the one-yard line late in the fourth quarter.     

 

 

 
 

 


