
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liberty Head Coach Hugh Freeze 

Overall thoughts on the game… 
“Winning a college football game is hard. I’m thankful that our kids found a way to win a game. I had a feeling it was going 
to be a difficult task the way the week went. We celebrate the fact that we’re one step closer to our goal of being bowl  
eligible. They all count the same at the end of the year. You’re not going to worry about it now. Having said that, there’s a  
lot we’ve got to fix, particularly offensively and some special teams wise. Defense continues to play well even though  
Coach Moorhead had an outstanding plan tonight against us. Give them credit for the plan they had. They’re really good 
coaches. They had good skill people, too, and the quarterback played really, really well. We’ve got to fix some stuff  
offensively, and that lies on my lap. We celebrate the fact that we have three victories and protected The Mountain. I’m  
glad our kids continued to fight for the full 60 minutes.” 
 
On what was the difference in the game… 
“Defense, and I thought Aidan Alves punted the ball extremely well. We didn’t cover it well all the time. The fourth 
quarter there, he really flipped the field and kept them pinned back and gave us some short field where we could just try 
to run the ball and hammer it and get that last score in. He’s probably the MVP along with our defense bowing their neck 
and keeping them out of the end zone so many times.” 
 
On QB Nate Hampton… 
“In my mind, was he in just really one drive where we were running all of our stuff, and we scored. That’s pretty good.  
The others, we were really trying to milk the clock, and they were loading the box on us pretty heavy. I thought he could 
have gotten one of those runs in. He’s upset with himself on that. Obviously, that was a good package we had for him.  
I’m thankful we have him and JB (Johnathan Bennett). Obviously, we’re down to both of those two. It’ll take both of them 
moving forward if that’s the case for us to compete and win games.”  
 
On the rushing attack tonight and other thoughts… 
“I thought both of those guys were solid. I just can’t tell you how many times we put ourselves behind the chains. I’ve got 
to see it on film. We put ourselves behind the chains over and over again, and that’s coaching. We busted two times on  
simple bubble routes that we throw. We didn’t block the corner. They should have been really big plays and good, solid  
to get us on schedule. Instead, we’re 2nd and 12. Why that’s happening, I don’t know. We just had a really strange week,  
and I wish I could chalk it up to that alone. I’ve got to figure it out for sure. We can’t have another week like that.” 
 
On the defensive line… 
“We’ve played well for four games up front defensively. I think it’s one of the strengths of our team. Hopefully we can 
stay healthy there, and they can continue to lead. Football starts at quarterback, and then it goes to D-line. If you play 
really well at both of those, you’re going to win a lot of games.” 
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Akron Head Coach Joe Moorhead  
Overall thoughts on the game… 
“I have got to give credit to Liberty, Coach Freeze and their staff. They put together a nice game 
plan and executed it well. I am certainly proud of our guys for finding a way to compete against 
one of the top group of five teams in the country over the past four or five years. We talked 
about the stages of growth and development in this program. We are in the building process of 
going from “not stinking” to finding a way to compete, to eventually finding a way to win a 
championship. Coaches and players from an execution standpoint did not do enough in all three 
phases to earn the right to win, but I like the fight and the growth. I do not like moral victories. I 
am upset but excited that we had an opportunity in the fourth quarter to beat one of the top 
group of five teams in the country.” 

 
When asked if they should have won the game… 
“I do not know that I would say should but I would definitely say could. But ultimately, through 
our week of practice and preparation, it was not our effort that lost the game because our kids 
played for 60 minutes. Our execution as a staff and as a team did not earn us the right to classify 
that as a “should have”, but we definitely had our opportunities.”  

 
When asked about the shift of play for them in the second half…  
“I think both sides of the ball and special teams made some good halftime adjustments. I 
challenged our kids at halftime right before we left the locker room. I said, “this has got to be a 
unique feeling because we are not just playing out the second half to say we played hard for 
four quarters, but we are walking out there with an opportunity to compete and win the game.” 
I think they are starting to believe that. Coach Tibesar also called a great game. We outgained 
them and got the rushing game going a little bit. I think DJ Irons had a great game and did some 
things on special teams as well. In the building process, it is a positive step but not enough. No 
moral victories, but we definitely have to take the positives out of it as we head into Mid-
American Conference play where parody reigns supreme.”  
 


