
 

 

 

Parent’s Guide to NCAA Rules 
As a member of the NCAA, Liberty University is committed to the highest level of integrity.  This 

guide is meant to assist parents of Liberty University student-athletes in understanding a few of 

the rules and regulations set forth by the NCAA that govern student-athletes and their families. 

 

Boosters 

Please know that a LU booster (an individual who supports or promotes LU athletics) or any 

other individual may not provide benefits to you or your son or daughter unless similar 

benefits have been provided in the past.    

 

Extra benefits could include, but would not be limited to: 

•  A special discount, payment arrangement, loan, or credit on a purchase or service.    

•  Transportation, a vehicle, or use of a mode of transportation at a free or reduced cost.  

•  Free or reduced cost for storage of personal belongings.  

• Free or reduced-cost housing or meals.  

•  Cash, gift cards, or other items of value (tickets for entertainment of any kind, access to 

fitness center, payment of cell phone, clothing, etc.). 

 

Agents and Amateurism 

A student-athlete may not agree, orally or in writing, to be represented by an agent for the 

purpose of marketing his/her athletic ability or reputation in a sport, even if the agreement is 

for future representation.  In addition, a student-athlete may not receive any type of pay or 

enter into any kind of agreement to compete in professional athletics, either orally or in 

writing, regardless of the legal enforceability of that agreement.  

 

In addition, individuals who may be assisting a student-athlete and his/her family (i.e., a family 

advisor) are not permitted to communicate with professional teams on the student-athlete’s 

behalf.  This activity would be considered agent activity and would render the student-athlete 

ineligible.  Student-athletes are also required to pay for any legal advice provided by a family 

advisor. 



Examples of Impermissible Gambling 

Internet sports wagering; auctions that include bids placed on teams/contests; fantasy 

leagues that require payment of an entry fee; basketball pools; Super Bowl squares and 

other activities when the individual puts something at risk (e.g., money, dinner, services, 

etc.) for the opportunity to win any item of value. 

Employment 

It is permissible for student-athletes to work during the academic year and vacation periods. 

There is no limit on the amount of money a student-athlete can earn at a job.  A student-

athlete must be paid only for work actually performed and at a rate comparable with the going 

rate in the locale for the type of work performed.  Student-athletes may not receive any 

special discounts or services from his/her employer unless they are provided to all employees.  

If a student-athlete owns his/her own business, the student-athlete may not use his/her name, 

image or likeness to promote/advertise the business.  Any student-athlete who has a job must 

complete an employment form with the Compliance Office. 

 

Gambling  

The NCAA opposes all forms of legal and illegal sports gambling.  The prohibition against sports 

wagering applies to all LU athletics department staff, coaches and student-athletes.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotional Activities 

It is not permissible for student-athletes to allow their name, image, or appearance to be used 

to advertise, recommend, or promote the sale or use of a commercial product. 

 

Student-athletes may participate in promotional activities if their participation is on behalf of a 

charitable, educational, or nonprofit organization.  However, their name, picture, or 

appearance may not be used to advertise or endorse the sale of products.  Student-athletes 

are also not permitted to be paid or miss class time for their involvement.  

 

Recruiting 

Parents are not allowed to be involved in the recruiting process whatsoever.  However, if you 

are at a home contest and come into contact with a recruit or their parents, it is permissible to 

visit with them about LU.  However, you cannot call them, visit them or communicate with 

them after the contest is over. 

 

 

 

 



Complimentary Admissions 

LU may provide a student-athlete with up to four complimentary admissions for each home 

contest in his/her sport. Away-from home contest complimentary admission availability varies 

by sport and event. Complimentary admissions, which may be provided only through a pass 

list (no “hard” tickets), may be assigned to family members, relatives and friends of the 

student-athlete. Boosters, agents and advisors may not receive a student-athlete’s 

complimentary admissions. Student-athletes may not receive payment for complimentary 

admissions nor may they exchange tickets for any item of value. The same restrictions apply to 

individuals receiving a student-athlete’s complimentary admissions. Doing so will result in a 

violation of NCAA legislation and can render your son/daughter ineligible to compete. 

 

Occasional Meals 

As the parent of a student-athlete, you can provide meals on an occasional basis to your 

son/daughter’s team members at any location (e.g., your home, a restaurant, on-campus). All 

meals provided to a student-athlete must be reasonable in nature (not excessive). Generally, 

occasional meals are permitted on special occasions such as birthdays, holidays and 

celebrations, and when parents come to visit. 

 

Consequences for Violating NCAA Rules 

Regardless of your son/daughter’s knowledge or approval, a violation of NCAA rules may affect 

his/her eligibility to compete.  Violation of NCAA rules by a student-athlete or his/her parents, 

relatives and/or friends may jeopardize that student-athlete’s eligibility to compete in NCAA 

sports. 

 

If you have questions or concerns regarding the above information, please contact Bert 

Locklin, Associate Athletic Director for Compliance at 434-592-5719 or 

compliance@liberty.edu. 
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