
Acronyms and “LU-ese” | A glossary of terms 
Disclaimer:  The following glossary is a list of common abbreviations used on campus; it includes terms 
found in the Academic Catalog. 

 

Terms related to Academic Policies and Financial Aid 
 

AW Academic Warning Students failing to attain and maintain the minimum GPA required are placed 
on Academic Warning.  

AP Academic Probation At the end of the term on Academic Warning, students who fail to raise their 
cumulative GPA to the required academic level (see above) are placed on Academic Probation.  

AS Academic Suspension At the end of the term on Academic Probation, students who fail to raise their 
cumulative GPA to the required academic level (see above) are placed on Academic Suspension.  

AD Academic Dismissal Students who fail to raise their cumulative GPA to the required academic level 
by the end of the term of Suspension will be Academically Dismissed and will not be allowed to appeal 
to return to Liberty until a period of at least two academic years has passed. 

AA can refer to Associate of Arts degree or Academic Amnesty. When used in context with enrollment, 
it refers to when a student has been dismissed and wants to return; AA means they must apply for 
Academic Amnesty. Approval for readmission must be granted by the Office of the Provost.  

CFAW College for a weekend 

CLEP College Level Examination Program tests are offered by the College Board on various subjects and 
may be transferred into LU for course credit. The Testing Center is an approved testing location. 

Compass Compass allows you to make appointments with a variety of services in CASAS including 
Professional Advising, Tutoring, and Mentoring.  

Course Substitutions Course Substitution request may be made when a student wishes to substitute 
one course for another required course when a clear relationship exists between the two. 

CPA Commencement Participation Agreement 

CRC Course Requirement Checklist is used to confirm a student’s attendance in a course. It is typically a 
process for online degree programs only. As of January 2021, a CRC is being implemented in all 
residential degree program courses for residential students to confirm their attendance at the start of 
the 2021 spring semester.  

DCP Degree Completion Plan is a set of directions that help you find your way from enrollment to 
graduation. It spells out both the required and the optional classes for your program, so you can chart 
your course, stay on track, and finish your degree on time.  

https://catalog.liberty.edu/undergraduate/academic-support/academic-information-policies-resident-program/
https://catalog.liberty.edu/undergraduate/academic-support/academic-information-policies-resident-program/
https://www.liberty.edu/residential/visit-us/visit-guide/
https://www.liberty.edu/casas/academic-success-center/testing/clep/
https://www.liberty.edu/casas/testing/
https://www.liberty.edu/casas/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/transferring-courses/substitutions/
https://www.liberty.edu/commencement/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/dcps/


DCPA Degree Completion Plan Audit is a critical tool to use for tracking where you are in your academic 
journey and knowing the courses to be taken towards completing your DCP.  

Drop/Add (or Add/Drop) happens every fall and spring semester. It is an opportunity for students to 
request and make changes to their fall/spring course load for residential 16-week courses. After 
Drop/Add, students must discuss a Course Withdraw with their CASAS Professional Advisor to make 
changes to their semester schedule.  

EFC Estimated Family Contribution is a calculation from the FAFSA that determines need-based funds, 
like Student Loans and Direct Loans, Direct Plus Loans, and Private Student Loans  

ESCRIPT or Electronic Transcript is a copy of a student’s academic record, or transcript, that is sent over 
the Internet from one school to another.  

EV Enrollment Verification is supplied by the Registrar’s office. An EV is often required by insurance 
companies and external organizations offering scholarships and grants. Insurance companies may grant 
permission for students to remain on their parents’ policy, and external aid uses it prior to releasing 
funds to a student’s account.   

FA can refer to Financial Aid or Faculty Advisor. It depends on context. In use with Advising, FA 
indicates that advising is recommended with the assigned Faculty Advisor from the student’s degree 
program. Juniors and Seniors are assigned to their degree program’s faculty member (or FA) for 
assistance with 300- and 400-level course requirements as well as program questions.  

FAFSA Free Application for Federal Student Aid is submitted every year and may assist students in 
several ways. It helps to determine need-based eligibility. It is required for any student who desires to 
use federal aid. It is also a required step that allows for Liberty University to review and offer 
institutional aid that the student may be eligible to receive. 

FCI Financial Check-in is the process in which returning students, after registering for classes (12 hours, if 
full time) and selecting their housing and dining plan, may make payment arrangements for that 
semester. For new students only, their first FCI process will select housing and dining, and then course 
registration opens after they have completed FCI.  

Fee Appeal Fee Appeal Process  

FERPA Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) governs the release of, or access to, student 
records once a student is matriculated. 

FERPA PIN Students may choose to create a Personal Identification Number or PIN and give that number 
and their Liberty ID# to those whom they feel have the right to know their academic and/or financial 
information. A FERPA Pin can be the same or different for the categories of information. 

OFT - Official Final Transcript It is a complete record of any and all related course credits on a student’s 
account.  

Gen Ed General Education classes or Gen Eds at Liberty University will help to shape and mold students’ 
values, knowledge, and skills. Gen Eds give a broad experience right at the start of college. 

https://www.liberty.edu/residential/undergraduate/tutorials/
https://www.liberty.edu/student-financial-services/grants/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/plus
https://www.elmselect.com/v4/school/45/program-select
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/transcript-request/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/enrollment-verification/
https://www.liberty.edu/student-financial-services/fafsa-application/
https://www.liberty.edu/residential/financial-check-in-fci/
https://www.liberty.edu/student-financial-services/payments/fee-appeal-process/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/ferpa/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/ferpa/
https://www.liberty.edu/casas/general-education/


GPA Grade Point Average is a term used to describe the quality points that were earned. The cumulative 
GPA comprises all Liberty University coursework completed at the current academic level 
(Undergraduate, Graduate or Doctoral) regardless of prior degree conferral, broken enrollment or a 
program/major change. To determine the GPA, the quality points earned are divided by GPA hours 
completed. 

ICE Institutional Challenge Exam is a test opportunity, similar to CLEP, to earn equivalent course credit 
hours for previous knowledge in a subject area based upon a non-college training program, 
employment, or self-learning.  

Independent Study is a project in the field of a student’s major, or upon approval may be in a related 
discipline. Independent study projects are intended for graduating seniors, and registration may be 
limited based on completion of required coursework. Questions about independent studies can be 
assisted by the student’s faculty advisor. (See the above description of FA or faculty advisor). 

JST Joint Service Transcript is for students who are in the military or have been in the military and are 
now coming to Liberty University for their degree. 

LCA Liberty Christian Academy is associated with Liberty University with education for kindergarten 
through 12th grade.  

LUOA Liberty University Online Academy provides education for kindergarten through 12th grade over 
the Internet anywhere in the world.  

Matriculated/Pre-matriculated A matriculated student is one who officially started attending classes at 
an institution. Pre-matriculated students are admitted to an institution but have yet to start their classes 
at that said institution.  

ONL Online degree student is a student who is admitted into and will be pursuing a degree from Liberty 
Online. The degree program is designed entirely for online delivery of course instruction.  

OT Official Transcript is a written record of a student’s grades and degrees awarded sent electronically 
or on paper directly from, or received by, an educational institution. 

Pell Grant Federal Grant that is awarded to students who have documented financial need determined 
by the FAFSA.  

Professional Advisors in CASAS are here to help students plan their education and career. Topics like 
choosing or changing majors, setting goals, determining priorities, improving relationships, and even 
self-care. Students may also learn how to access the large variety of Liberty’s resources and services 
with their advisor’s assistance. 

PROR Prerequisite Override Form Is a form filled out by a student who feels that they have done work of 
some sort that qualifies for the prerequisite of a class and is asking to be allowed to take the clash for 
which that prerequisite was required.  

RES Residential degree student is any student accepted into the Residential Program of Liberty 
University as opposed to one accepted into the Liberty Online Program. 

RV Approved to Attend Commencement 

https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/gpa-calculations/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/credit-by-exam-or-test/ice/
https://catalog.liberty.edu/undergraduate/academic-support/academic-information-policies-resident-program/
https://www.liberty.edu/search/?q=Joint+Service+Transcript
https://www.lcabulldogs.com/
https://www.liberty.edu/online-academy/
https://www.liberty.edu/online/about-lu-online/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/transcript-request/
https://www.liberty.edu/student-financial-services/grants/
https://www.liberty.edu/casas/advising/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/forms/
https://www.liberty.edu/commencement/


TM hold - Transfer Monitoring It indicates there is a compliance issue for Financial Aid to resolve. 

UT Unofficial Transcript is any transcript that does not come directly from the institution’s registrar. It 
can be found on a student’s ASIST under “My Grades.” 

UTC Unofficial Transfer Consultation is a free transfer consultation of a prospective student’s 
transcript(s). Through this unofficial evaluation students will see how their transfer credits may apply, 
giving them an idea of how many credits may still be needed to complete their selected program. 

UTE Unofficial Transcript Evaluation refers to the process involving a transcript consultation. 

Withdrawing from a class or classes  The process allows students to withdraw from a class(s) and 
receive a W for a grade. From the sixth day of the semester until around the 12th week of class (see 
academic calendar for exact dates), a normal Fall/Spring course may be withdrawn with a grade of "W." 
Courses with an early or non-traditional end date may be withdrawn up until the last day of class. 

 

https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/transcript-request/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/transferring-courses/consultations/
https://catalog.liberty.edu/undergraduate/academic-support/academic-information-policies-resident-program/
https://www.liberty.edu/registrar/academic-calendar/
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