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Wordiness__________

Explanation
Wordy sentences are cluttered with useless words or phrases. Although such words and phrases can be meaningful in the appropriate context, they are often used as "filler" and can easily be eliminated.

Example
For all intents and purposes, the reason Mr. Johnson arrived late for class was 

due to the fact that he stopped at very many traffic lights that were red in color.

Correction: Mr. Johnson arrived late for class because he stopped at many red lights. 

Eliminating Wordiness: 
1. Eliminate Redundancy 

Example: 

	appear to be
	appear

	dash quickly
	dash

	completely finished 
	Finished


2. Delete empty words and phrases

Example: The following is an example of unnecessary words or phrases that can be deleted from sentences:

generally, apparently, really, I believe I feel, virtually, needless to say, obviously, etc. 

3. Avoid expressions that can be more clearly said in a different way

Example:

	at this point in time
	now

	had an effect upon
	influenced

	the purpose of 
	for

	until such a time
	until


4. Avoid using passive voice/verbs

Example:
It is felt that an exercise program should be attempted by this patient before any surgery is performed.

Improved Sentence

The patient should attempt an exercise program before surgery.

OR

I recommend that the patient attempt an exercise program before surgery.

5. Substitute verbs with prepositions, with verbs not needing prepositions. 

Example:

Use the word “discover” instead of “find out”
Practice
1. What I mean to say is that well intentioned lawmakers sometimes make fools of themselves.
2. All things considered, Connecticut's woodlands are in better shape now than ever before.

3. Due to the fact that their habitats are being restored, forest creatures are also re-establishing their population bases.
4. In a very real sense, this policy works to the detriment of those it is supposed to help.

5. The point I am trying to make is that sometimes public policy doesn't accomplish what it set out to achieve.
6. They have monitored the activities of conservationists in a cautious manner.

7. In the event that enough people protest, it will probably be revoked.

8. In the final analysis, the state would have been better off without such a policy.

9. For the most part, people's suspicions are based on a misunderstanding of the facts.

Resources 
http://ace.acadiau.ca/english/grammar/wordiness.htm
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/wordines.html
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/concise.htm
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