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Verb Tenses Part Two

Explanation
You will often use progressive and conditional verb tenses in writing.  

The progressive tense is used to discuss an action that is, has, or will be in the process of occurring.  These can found in past, present, or future tense.

Conditional tenses are used to describe an action that depends on another action taking place.  The word “would” is used to form this phrase.  You will often find “if” clauses in these sentences.  Conditional tenses are not used to make predictions or state facts.
Examples

Progressive tense:

She was eating ice cream when her parents came home from work.

Past Progressive: The action happened in the past, and continued to happen when another action occurred.


Your constant encouragement is helping me while I go through this difficult time.

Present Progressive: The encouragement is going on at the same time as another action, and continues to occur.



Our professor will be giving a test next week.

Future Progressive: The action has not occurred yet, but will occur in the future at a certain point in time.  

Conditional tense:



If I were in your shoes, I would study for the test before taking it.

Provided that one condition is true (I am in your shoes), another action will occur (I would study).  The action test has not occurred yet, but is going to.

If I had a better understanding of the consequences, I would have thought more before taking action.

This is similar to the above sentence (an action would occur based on a condition), but the action has already occurred and the writer is reflecting back on it.

Practice

Practice identifying progressive and conditional tenses by labeling each bold verb phrase as “progressive” or “conditional.”

1. _______________ My doctor will be leaving for France at the end of the month.

2. _______________ When the teacher turned the other way, she was cheating on the test. 
3. _______________I tried to tell her that if I were she, I would take the extra work hours.
4. _______________You are driving me crazy by tapping your foot on the floor.
5. _______________If she knew the shoes were cheaper at the other store, she would have waited until Saturday to pick them up.
6. _______________As he walked into the room, she was cleaning his mess up.
Now that you have practice recognizing progressive and conditional verb tenses, work on constructing a sentence containing one of the certain forms.  Write the verb tense you use after the sentence.  For example, a sample sentence for number one would be:

I had been doing homework all evening when my mother called me on the phone to see how my day went.

1. Construct a sentence that illustrates an ongoing action interrupted by an action that occurs once. (Hint: Pick the ongoing action, then think of something that may occur at the same time or in the middle of the action).  
2. Construct a sentence that describes advice you would give your friend if you were in her shoes.
3. Construct a sentence that tells about an event that will happen in the future.
4. Construct a sentence describing what you would change about last year based on what you know now.
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