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Verb Tense

Explanation


When writing, it is important to be consistent in verb tense usage.  There are three basic forms of verb tenses: past, present, and future.  Simple and Perfect forms of these verbs are also used.
The simple form of a verb demonstrates an action that has a specific time duration.  The action has occurred, is going on now, or will happen in the future.
The perfect form of a verb is used to show variations in time.  These variations include ongoing events, a sequence of events, or events that have a continued effect on a situation.  Perfect tenses include the past, present, or future form of “have” plus the past tense form of the verb.
Examples

Each example is followed with an explanation of what the sentence means.

Simple Past tense: 
I jogged to my car.
I jogged to my car and stopped when I got there.  The action occurred and ended, and no other events occurred at the same time.
Past Perfect tense:
I had jogged to my car only to realize I forgot my keys in the office.
I jogged to my car and stopped, but another event (realizing I forgot my keys) occurred directly after the first action. 
Simple Present tense:
I jog to my car.

I jog at a certain point in time and stop.  No other actions take place at this time.
Present Perfect tense:
I have jogged to my car.

I have jogged to my car in the past and the action continues to occur; other actions may take place at the same time.
Future tense: 

I will jog to my car.
I will jog to my car in the future.  The action will begin and end during a specific time period.
Future Perfect tense:
I will have jogged to my car.
At some point in the future I will jog to my car, and other actions may occur at the same time or after the action.
Practice
Practice using the correct verb tense by changing the bold verb to the tense indicated in parentheses.  Notice how the verbs in the sentence are consistent in tense.
1. She talk__________ (future tense) to her professor about when her paper is due.
2. Because she lived alone in an apartment building, she locks____________ (simple past) her doors every night.

3. I arrive at the end of the trail and realize I jogged_____________ (present perfect) five miles.
4. He got home from the grocery store and realized he spent___________ (past perfect) too much money.
5. We ate ________________ (simple present) breakfast with our family every morning.
6. After completing this month, I worked _________________ (future perfect) twenty-five years for this hospital.
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