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Prepositions: To and For __

Explanation

For is a personal and personally limiting preposition and expresses a proprietary relationship.  Also, for refers to temporal duration (ex: I went to England for two weeks) and motivation.
To is a quantitative, directional preposition and should be used to explain the impersonal connection between objects.
Examples
1. For: 
a. “Speak for myself.”  Here for refers to motive and is personally limiting and proprietary.  The emphasis is as follows: “I speak on my own behalf; no one else does it for me.” 
b. “This is my first time for a visit.”  This sentence lays more stress on the personal motive for the visit.  This preposition stresses the relationship between the visitor and the visitee.  

2. To: “Speak to myself.”  Here to explains the direction of the conversation.
3. Infinitives:  “This is my first time to visit.”  To visit is an infinitive not a preposition.  This sentence lays stress on the action of the visit.  An adverb could be added to inform the reader of the specific type of action (personal visit, professional visit . . . etc.).

Practice

1. (Direction) I went ___ the bank to deposit my check. 

2. (Personal) I am waiting ___ the ambulance.

3. (Motive) John left ___ France where he hopes to study French culture. 

4. (Direction) Thomas is leaving to go ___ England tomorrow.
5. (Motive) The bookstore closed ___ convocation.

6. (Direction) The clerk left to go ___ the chapel. 

7.  (Motive) The clerk left ___ the chapel.
8.  (Direction) Sally wants to go ___ the lake. 

9. (Personal) John spoke ___ himself.
10. (Direction) John spoke ___ himself.
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