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Meal Selection and its Effect on Fellowship Quality 

 

John Smith  

Liberty University 

School of Divinity 

 

You are invited to be in a research study of meal preferences for church-wide 

fellowships. You were selected as a possible participant because you have pastored a 

church with more than 50 members for more than five years. I ask that you read this form 

and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the study. 

 

This study is being conducted by John Smith, a D. Min. candidate in the School of 

Divinity at Liberty University. 

Background Information 

 

It is well known that church-wide fellowships frequently involve meals. Fellowship is 

vital to the unity of the church; therefore, the researcher is hoping that the findings of this 

research may serve to enhance the fellowship experience. The researcher is hoping to 

deduce whether evangelical pastors prefer potluck or catered meals.  

 

Procedures 

 

If you agree to be in this study, I would ask you to do the following things:  

1) Be interviewed by the researcher in person, via Skype, or by phone. The interview 

should take no longer than 30 minutes.   

Risks and Benefits of being in the Study 

 

The risks of participating in this study are minimal (no more than the participant would 

encounter in everyday life).  

 

Participants will not receive any personal benefits. The researcher is hoping that the 

findings of this research may serve to enhance the fellowship experience for church 

members. 

 

Compensation 

 

Participants will receive a $10 Starbucks card for taking part in this study.  

 

Confidentiality 

 

The records of this study will be kept private. In any sort of report I might publish, I will 

not include any information that will make it possible to identify a subject. Research 

records will be stored securely in a password-protected file on the researcher’s laptop, 



and only the researcher will have access to the records. The records will be retained for 3 

years. After 3 years the records will be deleted. 

 

Voluntary Nature of the Study 

 

Participation in this study is voluntary. Your decision whether or not to participate will 

not affect your current or future relations with Liberty University. If you decide to 

participate, you are free to not answer any question or withdraw at any time without 

affecting that relationship. 

 

How to Withdraw from the Study 

 

If you choose to withdraw from the study, please contact the researcher at the email 

address or phone number included in the next paragraph. Should you choose to withdraw, 

data collected from you will be destroyed immediately and will not be included in this 

study.  

 

Contacts and Questions 

 

The researcher conducting this study is: John Smith. You may ask any questions you 

have now. If you have questions later, you are encouraged to contact him at 434-555-

5555 or  jsmith**@liberty.edu. Mr. Smith’s faculty mentor is Dr. Bill Jones. Dr. Jones 

can be contacted at 434-555-5551 or wjones**@liberty.edu. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to 

someone other than the researcher(s), you are encouraged to contact the Institutional 

Review Board, 1971 University Blvd, Carter 134, Lynchburg, VA 24515 or email at 

irb@liberty.edu. 

  

You will be given a copy of this information to keep for your records. 

 

Statement of Consent 

 

I have read and understood the above information. I have asked questions and have 

received answers. I consent to participate in the study. 

 

☐ Please check here to indicate that you give the researcher your permission to audio 

record the interview.   

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature        Date 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Investigator      Date 

mailto:irb@liberty.edu

