
Page 1 of 6  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: 

EDCO 841 

 

Course content may be changed, term to term, without 
notice. The information below is provided as a guide 
for course selection and is not binding in any form, 

and should not be used to purchase course materials



 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
EDCO 841 
TRAUMA AND CURRENT ISSUES IN MARITAL COUNSELING 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In Pastoral Counseling, the extraordinary often becomes a regular occurrence, and yet preparation 
to meet these crises is at times neglected in counseling programs. In this class, the crises that 
devastate parishioners and community members are examined for causation, degree of effect, 
incidence rates, areas of the individual and corporate body affected, and treatment of the ensuing 
emotional, behavioral, cognitive, and spiritual issues. Some of the areas that may be addressed are 
Childhood sexual abuse, Terrorism, PTSD, Domestic violence, Stalking, Natural disasters, Sexual 
Assault, Hate Crimes, Eating Disorders, Self- Mutilation, Organized crime & gang related, 
Memory & False Memories Grief/bereavement/loss, Substance abuse, and Suicide 
Awareness/Prevention. 
 
RATIONALE 

As a basis for their work, pastoral counselors should have a thorough understanding of Crisis 
theories and their relevance for guiding the therapeutic process. In addition to understanding core 
theoretical principles, pastoral counselors need to appreciate contributions from various 
theoretical approaches to the actual practice of crisis counseling. This understanding serves to 
heighten counselor effectiveness in formulating effective treatment strategies and in aiding in the 
delivery of powerful interventions in an efficient and timely manner. 
 

I. PREREQUISITE 

For information regarding prerequisites for this course, please refer to the Academic Course 
Catalog. 
 

II. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE 

Click on the following link to view the required resource(s) for the term in which you are 
registered: http://bookstore.mbsdirect.net/liberty.htm 

 
III. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer with basic audio/video output equipment 
B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Microsoft Office 
 
IV. MEASUREABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
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A. Analyze the history of the discipline of pastoral counseling known as crisis 
intervention. 

B. Examine all issues, theories, assumptions, materials, etc., presented in the course 
in accord with current scholarly standards and practices. 

C. Examine all issues, theories, assumptions, materials, etc., presented in the course 
through the lens of Scripture. 

D. Compare prevalent crises that pastoral counselors may need to address in their 
clients. 

E. Illustrate the process of crisis intervention by means of case studies. 
 
V. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations 
B. Course Requirements Checklist 

After reading the Course Syllabus and Student Expectations, the student will 
complete the related checklist found in Module/Week 1. 

C. Discussion Board Forums (3) 
Discussion boards are collaborative learning experiences. Therefore, the student is 
required to create a thread in response to the provided prompt for each forum. Each 
thread must be 400–500 words, demonstrate course-related knowledge, and include 
at least 2 scholarly sources: 1 from the course textbook and 1 from a scholarly book 
or article. In addition to the thread, the student is required to reply to the threads of at 
least 2 classmates. Each reply must be 200–250 words and must contain at least 1 
scholarly reference in addition to course texts and 1 biblical integration. Discussion 
Board Forums are split between 2 modules/weeks for this course. Both the thread 
and the reply are graded, with the points being allotted in the replies module/week. 

D. Book Reviews (4) 

The student will complete a book review for each of the required textbooks, 
(excluding the APA Manual and the Kolski text) using the Book Review System 
described in Assignment Instructions. Each book review must use basic APA format, 
such as Times New Roman 12 point, proper margins and spacing 

E. Treatment Plan 
Using the Paleg & Jongsma text, develop a treatment plan covering the first four weeks of 
client sessions, using the format and materials in the text. 
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Begin with a brief description of 1-2 paragraphs of a fictitious individual (include basic 
demographical information, specific individual issues, background to the primary/secondary 
presenting problems, etc.). In addition to the primary presenting issue (PTSD, Sexual 
Trauma, Intimate Partner Violence, etc.), select one or more secondary issues (Bulimia, 
Shyness, Chronic Pain, Panic Attacks, Stress, etc.), taken from the examples provided in the 
text. Select 3 short-term objectives for each client session, and then select 2 or more 
therapeutic interventions to address each of these. You are adapting the material from the 
text to “your case,” and not developing new materials. 

Sample treatment plans are in the text on pages 9 - 12, (please utilize this format) and yours 
should be detailed and at least 4 double-spaced pages in length. A sample plan is presented 
to illustrate overall structure. 

F. PowerPoint Presentation 
The student will complete a presentation based on one of the pre-approved topics 
provided by the instructor. This presentation must contain at least 40 slides of 
content and 10 scholarly sources not including course textbooks. There must be a 
visual illustration present on each slide. At least one biblical integration must be 
included, with current APA format used. 

G. Interview Project 
The student will interview 5 individuals, for approximately 15 minutes each, who 
have gone through some type of violence-related trauma. The results must be in 
transcript form and a composite summary of 300-400 words will complete the 
assignment. Current APA must be used. NOTE: THIS IS NOT A COUNSELING 
SESSION. 

H. Scholarly Paper 

The student will write a 12-15-page research-based paper in current APA format that 
focuses on the topic provided. The paper must include at least 12 scholarly 
references in addition to the course textbooks and the Bible. View the grading rubric 
for additional clarification on the components required. 

IV. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 
A. Points 

 
Course Requirements Checklist 10 
Discussion Board Thread (3 @ 50 pts each) 150 

Replies (3 @ 25 pts each) 75 
Book Reviews (4 x 50 pts each) 200 
Treatment Plan 150 
PowerPoint Presentation 150 
Interview Project 75 
Scholarly Paper 200 

Total 1010 

B. Scale 

A = 940–1010   A- = 920–939   B+ = 900–919   B = 860–899   B- = 840–859 
C+ = 820–839   C = 780–819   C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   D = 700–739 
D- = 680–699   F = 0–679 
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C. Style Guidelines 
All assignments for this course are to be formatted in accordance with the latest 
edition of the APA-style manual (Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association). Discussion assignments and essay examinations may 
use the parenthetical citation style. All other written assignments should use the 
footnote citation style. Supplemental writing aids are available via the Online 
Writing Center. 

D. Extra Credit 
No additional “for credit” assignments will be permitted beyond those given in the 
course requirements stated above. 

D. Course Changes 
Course requirements are subject to change by the administration of the University 
at any time with appropriate notice. 

E. Disability Assistance 
Students with a documented disability may contact Liberty University Online 
Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at LUOODAS@liberty.edu to 
make arrangements for academic accommodations. Further information can be 
found at www.liberty.edu/disabilitysupport. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

EDCO 841 
Textbooks: Aten & Boan, Disaster Ministry Handbook (2016). 

Franklin, The Church Leader’s Counseling Resource Book (2011). 
Kolski et al., The Crisis Counseling and Traumatic Events Treatment Planner, with DSM-5 

Updates (2014). 
Langberg, Counseling Survivors of Sexual Abuse (2003). 
Schiraldi, The Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Sourcebook (2016). 

 

MODULE/ 
WEEK 

READING & STUDY ASSIGNMENTS POINTS 

 

1 

 
Aten & Boan: full text 

1 presentation 

Course Requirements Checklist 
Class Introductions 

Live Discussion Forum 
DB Forum 1 Thread 

10 
0 

50 
35 

 
2 Franklin: Ch. 1–18 

1 presentation 
DB Forum 1 Replies 

Book Review 1 
15 
50 

 
3 Franklin: Ch. 19–35 

1 presentation 

 
PowerPoint Presentation 

 
150 

 
4 Kolski: pp. 1–12, selections 

1 presentation 
Book Review 2 
Treatment Plan 

50 
150 

 
5 Langberg: Ch. 1–9, 23–27 

1 presentation 
DB Forum 2 Thread 

Interview Project 
35 

150 

 
6 Langberg: Ch. 10–22 

1 presentation 
DB Forum 2 Replies 

Book Review 3 
15 
50 

 
7 Schiraldi: Ch. 1–16 

1 presentation 

 
Scholarly Paper 

 
200 

 
8 Schiraldi: Ch. 17–43 

1 presentation 

 
Book Review 4 

 
50 

DB = Discussion Board 
 
NOTE: Each course module/week begins on Monday morning at 12:00 a.m. (ET) and ends on Sunday night 

at 11:59 p.m. (ET). The final module/week ends at 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Friday. 


