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“Fulbright is a mission field,” stated
Edna Udobong, Assistant Professor of 
Law, as she discussed her affiliations 
with the Fulbright scholarship programs 
offered through the Institute of 
International Education.  Fulbright offers 
scholarships to students and faculty 
seeking to broaden their research and 
academic possibilities in other countries. 
Udobong has participated twice in a 
Fulbright Scholarship and serves on 
Liberty University’s Fulbright Faculty 
Advisor Committee.   

Nigerian born, Udobong had the privilege 
of serving as the Nigerian representative 
in the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in 1988. Through her work at 
the UN, Udobong was exposed to 
international law and human rights 
issues, which soon became her passion. 
From the UN, Udobong went to Harvard 
Law and continued to study her passion.  

Several years passed before she heard 
about the Fulbright.  Her first attempt at 
a scholarship was rejected.  In 2007 she 
applied again; this time she was granted 
a yearlong scholarship to teach and 
research at the Nigerian University of 
Largos Faculty of Law.  Udobong was 
delighted to return to the university that 
shaped her legal career and to give back 
to the community that she loved.  She 
researched the impact of environment,  

rule of law and democracy. Having grown 
up in the region that produced oil, 
Udobong saw firsthand how environment, 
rule of law and democracy affected these 
communities.  She hoped that her 
research would eventually have a 
positive bearing on the region.   

Udobong’s Fulbright award was two-fold; 
she was assigned to teach as well. 
“Fulbright brings out the best in you,” 
Udobong declared.  “It opens doors to 
build relationships.”  When she arrived at 
Largos, she found out that the chemistry 
department needed someone to teach 
environment law. That provided her with 
the opportunity to work with a group of 
students that she would not have been 
able to otherwise.  Udobong worked 
alongside law faculty to develop a course 
on legal writing.  This class, which is still 
in the curriculum, changed how the 
students learned.  Udobong introduced 
the Socratic Method to the students, who 
were not used to discussion-based 
learning. She developed a form of group 
lecture, which allowed her to meet with 
her two hundred students in small groups 
and build relationships with them. “You 
get to experience their problems, solve 
their problems and experience the 
improvement,” Udobong exclaimed. 
Working with the faculty was also a great 
joy and benefit. The collaboration with 
the faculty produced credible research, 
shared ideas and provided greater 
accessibility to data and resources for 

1

Witwatersrand University – Acting as the 
External Examiner 

Edna Udobong, Liberty University School of 
Law & Bonita Meyersfeld, Witwatersrand 

October 
Workshops  

Workshops: Mondays 
and Fridays at *10 -11 

a.m. 
Tuesdays at 3:30 - 4:30 

p.m. 
In the CTE Training 
Classroom DH 3032 

 Student Panel:
Valuing Diversity
Tuesday, Oct. 22

 Video Content:
Where, How, What

 Monday, Oct. 28  

 FLI Brown Bag
Lunch Series
 Bring your own 
brown bag lunch 

  Tuesday, Oct. 29 
*11am -12pm
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November 
Workshops 

• Googliterate: You’re
Using Google Wrong
Friday, Nov. 1

• Writing in APA Style
Monday, Nov. 4

• Assessing
Assignments with
Rubrics
Tuesday, Nov. 5

• Getting to Know –
Center for Writing
Friday, Nov. 8

• Critical Thinking
Monday, Nov. 11

• Integrating Faith
with the Field:
North Korea
 Friday, Nov. 15

• Academic Blogging:
Improving Student
Learning
 Monday, Nov. 18

• FLI Brown Bag
Lunch Series
 Bring your own 
brown bag
Tuesday, Nov. 29
*11 a.m. – Noon

• Using Google
Scholar
Friday Nov. 2

 Faculty continued 

LUO Required Professional Development 
The CTE has released this year’s six required workshops for online 
professors.  They can be viewed in Blackboard on the FCC_CTE. 

• LUO: Managing Multiple Personalities in the Online
Environment 

• LUO: Writing Assistance Options for Liberty Online Students
• LUO: Online Communities
• LUO: Making the Trinity Understandable
• LUO: Bb Advanced Features
• LUO: WebEx

not only Udobong but the Nigerian 
faculty as well. 

The year spent in Nigeria changed 
Udobong’s focus of her passion for 
international law and human rights 
towards academics and teaching. 
Through persistence and dedication, 
Udobong was able to procure a guest 
teaching position at Liberty School of 
Law; this turned into a full-time 
position.  She works tirelessly with the 
Liberty University Center for 
International Human Rights.  The 
Center hosts a symposium to bring 
awareness to the community about  
human rights issues, such as human 
trafficking and genocide.  In her classes 
on international human rights law, 
Udobong encourages her students to 
get involved by impacting and making 
policy.  They also look at religious 
implications of human rights law. 
Udobong asks her students to 
contemplate the answer to the 
question, “How can we, as Christians, 
bridge the gap and bring about healing 
to the communities who have faced 
human rights violations?” 

In 2013, Udobong was awarded another 
Fulbright to South Africa.  It was a six 
week scholarship, the Fulbright 
Specialist Award – International Human 
Rights in the Marketplace.  The 
University of the Witwatersrand hosted 
Udobong, as she collaborated with 
Professor Nmehielle Vincent, lecturing 
on human rights issues. At 
Witwatersrand, she experienced how 
the academic institutions are being 
transformed to incorporate human 
rights into every discipline as the 
country deals with the after effects of  

apartheid.  Udobong also offered a 
seminar on the U.S. legal and academic 
systems.  It was an atmosphere of 
sharing culture and opening doors for 
unforeseen opportunities. Once again, 
Udobong was able to fulfill a position 
that the school was lacking - an 
external examiner.   As Udobong shared 
her passions with the students, she was 
able to meet with them one-on-one, 
building relationships that have fostered 
cross-cultural integration and 
collaboration.  

Udobong always carried the gospel with 
her, talking with her students and 
faculty about her faith in Christ.  When 
the opportunities presented themselves, 
she would speak with the students 
about the possibilities that Liberty 
University offers and the chance to 
change their world through faith in 
Christ.   For Udobong these are the 
opportunities to prove that she is a 
champion for Christ.  “I get to make 
disciples,” she affirmed, “living out the 
great commission.”  Through her 
research, scholarship, and dedication to 
her craft, Udobong is living out her faith 
and the mission of Liberty University – 
training champions for Christ – and 
making a difference in the world. 
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Witwatersrand University - group picture with law students and professors 
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December 
Workshops 

• GSA Roundtable: 
Student 
Engagement 

   Monday, Dec. 2 
    
• Blackboard Export/ 

Import/ Restore 
   Tuesday, Dec. 3        
 
Special Event: 
   Carols & Cocoa  
   Friday, Dec. 6   
 
 
 
 

CTE Expands 
Communities of 

Practice 
The CTE offers support to 

faculty members who have 
outstanding books or 
articles to read and/or 
manuscripts to finish 

writing.  The center hosts a 
reading group and a writing 

group on Tuesday 
afternoons.  The 

communities of practice 
(CoP) provide a dedicated 
time for scholarship in a 

collegial atmosphere, free 
of office distractions. 

 
• Shut Up and Read  
   1-2 p.m. 
  
• Shut Up and Write 
   2-3 p.m. 

 
Both CoPs take place in the 
CTE, DeMoss Hall 3032.  No 

advance registration is 
required.  Coffee and light 
refreshments are served. 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
    

 

Preparing future university faculty at 
Liberty took a step forward with the 
institution of the Liberty University 
Certificate of University Teaching 
program managed by the Center for 
Teaching Excellence in partnership with 
the School of Graduate Studies. This 
program is designed for GSAs who are 
interested in pursuing teaching at the 
college or university level. After meeting 
the initial requirements of two semesters 
of teaching and attendance at 
orientation workshops, GSAs progress 
through a program including multiple 
teaching observations, reflection on 
teaching practice, and consultations on 
particular teaching topics. They also 
develop a complete teaching portfolio 
including a CV, philosophy of teaching 
statement and documentation of 
classroom work that they have prepared. 
GSAs also get credit for working closely 
with a faculty member in a mentoring 
relationship, attending GSA roundtables, 
membership in professional 
organizations, publication, and 
conference presentation. The LU 
Certificate of University Teaching is not a 
primary or secondary teaching 
credential. GSAs interested in 
information on educational credentialing, 
are referred to the Liberty University 
School of Education. 
 
The first cohort includes: Psychology: 
William Bird and Mikail Clark; CGS: Elise 
Green; SOE: Elyse Pinkie and Carolyn 
Wicks; SOR: Kevin McGinn, Kayla Wilson 
and Timothy Yonts; Center for Music and 
Worship: Johannes Schroeder; Digital 
Media and Communication Arts: 
Shelanne Jennings; and Graduate School 
Administration: Samuel Landa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charged by the Office of the Provost, 
the CTE partnered with IT to develop 
and implement an assessment that 
measured minimal technical 
competencies for residential faculty.  A 
committee completed institutional 
benchmarking and determined the 
proficiencies.  The project was 
developed in a non-academic 
Blackboard environment.  Content was 
comprised of brief training videos and 
quizzes that measured proficiency in 
basic computer hardware, software, 
and internet applications.  To date, 
nearly two-thirds of all residential 
faculty have completed the 
competency and faculty comments 
have been favorable.  Assistance 
remains available on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
in the CTE, DeMoss Hall 3032, for 
faculty who have yet to complete the 
assessment. 

 
 

The CTE is pleased to announce the 
beginning of an exciting new grant 
program, “ILLUMINATE Grants for the 
Improvement of Teaching.”  The grant 
program is designed to encourage 
creative, active teaching that adds 
relevance to classroom instruction.  
Individual faculty members may apply 
for up to $1500, teams of two up to 
$3000, and teams of three up to $4500.  
Projects should implement new 
pedagogical techniques, classroom 
activities, technologies, class trips, 
and/or purchase materials that foster 
learner-centered experiences for 
students.  The program is supported by 
the Office of the Provost. 
 
Faculty applications are now being 
accepted.  Interested faculty can start 
an application at 
http://tinyurl.com/ILLUMINATEGrant. 
For more information, faculty should 
visit the CTE, DeMoss 3032, or log on to 
www.Liberty.edu/CTE. 
 

Faculty Teaching Grants Now 

Available 

 

CTE Helps with Faculty 

Minimal Technical 

Competencies 
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GSA Teacher Training 

 

http://tinyurl.com/ILLUMINATEGrant
http://www.liberty.edu/CTE
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Center for Teaching 

Excellence 
Empowering Effective 

Educators 
DeMoss 3032 

Phone: 582-3032 

Fax: 582-3873 

Email: cte@liberty.  

www.liberty.edu/cte 

Facebook.com/Liberty 

University /CTE       

   Twitter.com/LibertyUCTE 

Sharon Wheeler, 
Director 

Shawn Bielicki,  
Teaching Advisor 

Susan Crabtree, 
Educational 
Technologist 

Rachel Burkholder, 
Administrative Assistant 

Hailey Pasque, 
Receptionist 

 
 

There is nothing more exciting than
being in a room of teachers who are 
excited about teaching! CTE launched 
its first book study with How Learning 
Works-7 Research-Based Principles for 
Smart Teaching, a book much praised 
in academic circles. Once a month 
Bruce Bell, J.J. Cole, Donna Donald, 
Ginny Dow, Kevin Heisy, Anna 
Henderson, Justin Morgan, Ramona 
Myers, Carl Pettiford, Nancy 
Richardson, Kim Robinette, Tess 
Stockslager, Christina Wade, and 
Sharon Wheeler come together to 
discuss a chapter, the implications of 
the research, and practical strategies 
for their classroom. A different teacher 
team facilitates the discussion each 
month. Based on the demand and 
success of this venture, be looking for 
more Book Studies in the future. 

 
 

The recommended reading section
suggests several excellent texts that 
are now available for faculty to borrow 
from either the CTE Lending Library or 
at the ILRC.  Faculty members are 
welcome to reserve these books from 
their respective locations. 

CTE Lending Library 

•Bruff, J. (2009). Teaching with
audience response systems: Creating 
active learning environments. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

•Kaufman, J.C., Plucker, J.A., & Baer,
J. (2008). Essentials of creativity 
assessment. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 
& Sons. 
•Mezeske, R.J., & Mezeske, B.A.
(2007). Beyond tests and quizzes: 
Creative assessments in the college 
classroom. San Francisco: Jossey-
Bass. 
•Suskie, L. (2009). Assessing student
learning: A common sense guide (2nd 
ed.). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
•Walvoord, B.E., & Anderson, V.J.
(2010). Effective grading: A tool for 
learning and assessment in college 
(2nd ed.). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

ILRC 

•Astor, R.A., Jacobson, L., &
Benbenishty, R. (2012). The teacher's 
guide for supporting students from 
military families. New York: Teachers 
College Press. 
•Conrad, R.M., & Donaldson, J.A.
(2012). Continuing to engage the 
online learner: More activities and 
resources for creative instruction. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
•Danza, T. (2012). I'd like to apologize
to every teacher I ever had: My year 
as a rookie teacher at Northeast High. 
New York: Crown Archetype. 
•Joosten, T. (2012). Social media for
educators: Strategies and best 
practice. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
•Licklider, M. (2012). Grant seeking in
higher education: Strategies and tools 
for college faculty. San Francisco: 
Jossey-Bass. Recommended Reading 
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Book Study Group Proves 

Popular 

mailto:cte@liberty.edu
http://www.liberty.edu/cte
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