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Faculty Illustrated  

 

“I really believe God wanted the 

(American Sign Language and 

Interpreting) program put together and 

He brought me here to be a part of it. I’m 

honored to serve Him in that way. It was 

all Him.” Nicole Thorn is the Director and 

Assistant Professor of American Sign 

Language and Interpreting. She came on 

board with Liberty through CASAS to 

coordinate Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Services for residential and online 

students. Shortly after, she had the 

opportunity to start a program for 

American Sign Language and Interpreting 

(ASLI). This program is currently the only 

Bachelor of Arts degree for interpreting in 

the state of Virginia. The ASLI major 

contains 17 courses. In addition to the 

major, there is also a minor, Language 

Learning Component. 
 

Thorn is blessed with a great team of 

faculty members in the program. ASLI has 

two other full time faculty members, Dr. 

William Atwell and Duane Martin, as well 

as an adjunct professor, Tammy Fortune. 

These faculty members cover all the 

different perspectives of the field, which 

greatly enrich students’ education. She saw 

this huge addition to Liberty’s academic 

programs and the whole process in getting 

it approved as a God thing.  
 

Academically, students going through the 

ASLI major are trained to become 

professional sign language interpreters. 

These students are bringing positive attention 

to Liberty. Employees are noticing the 

professionalism of Liberty students, as well 

as their higher standard of ethics. With the 

first graduating class at a 100% pass rate of 

the state exam, people are now seeking out 

Liberty’s program and asking for students to 

come for internships. Thorn talks about how 

the hope is that “students will be a light in a 

very secularized field; as interpreters, they 

have the opportunity to go to places one 

would not normally have to go.” 
 

With the ASLI program growing, Thorn 

began to see a need to reach out more to the 

community. “In the beginning the 

interpreters at Liberty were assisting 

students, but there were many requests from 

people in the community asking for 

interpreters from Liberty.” She came up with 

a plan to provide services to the community. 

She started a program known as “Liberty 

University Interpreting Services” (LUIS). 

Through this program, Liberty provides 

services to Lynchburg, the community, and 

beyond. She said, “The goal is to have a 

partnership between LU Interpreting 

Services and American Sign Language and 

Interpreting”. Online students can work 

through the Office of Disability Academic 

Support (ODAS) to request services. ODAS 

can choose to use LUIS to meet the needs.  
 

ASLI saw their first graduating class in May 

2016. Some Liberty graduates have been sent 

out through LUIS already. The goal is to 

utilize this amazing network even more 

through future graduates. Thorn’s desire for 

the ASLI program and LUIS is to “teach 

students how to shine Christ’s light without 

proselytizing or being confrontational, and 

how to let people see who they are and how 

different they are. It has already made a 

difference”. 
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Center for Teaching 

Excellence  
 

Upcoming Workshops 

 

Oct. 25: FLI: Teaching to 

Change Lives 
Presented by Ed Gomes 

 

Oct. 26: Lecturing that 

Works 
Presented by Shawn 

Bielicki 

 

Oct. 28: It’s Not Your 

Course: Creating Parity 

in Multiple-Professor 

Courses 
Presented by Daniel 

Howell 

 

TechWise TeachWise 

Videos (CTE_FCC) 

 

Effective Daily Lesson 

Planning 
Presented by Sharon 

Wheeler 

 

Social Media in the 

Classroom 

 Presented by Tom Doss 
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Tom Doss was the former Administrative Assistant in the CTE 

but moved to the second Educational Technologist position last 

spring. Doss has a depth of knowledge in video production and 
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           January 11, 2017 Professional Development Kickoff: James Lang 
 Liberty University welcomes James Lang, acclaimed national author and speaker, to our January 11 

All-Faculty Professional Development Day.  Dr. Lang, Professor of English at Assumption College 

in Worcester, MA, is the author of 2 books prominent in higher education professional development 

field, Small Teaching: Everyday Lessons from the Science of Learning (Spring CTE Book Study) and 

Cheating Lessons: Learning from Academic Dishonesty. He writes a regular column for The 

Chronicle of Higher Education and  is author of more than a hundred reviews or  essays on topics 

ranging from British literature (his research area) to higher education. He heads up the Honors 

program and the Center for Teaching Excellence at Assumption and is on the Fulbright Specialist 

Program Roster in the area of higher education. Dr. Lang will conduct several workshops for Liberty 

faculty. Be on the lookout for further details. 
 

           New Face        New Role 
 

Aaron Hassett comes to the CTE from the former 

Campus Pastors Office. His educational background 

is in psychology as an undergrad and he is currently 

pursuing a Master’s in Business  

Psychology. Hassett serves as the 

Administrative Assistant in the 

CTE office. His chief 

responsibilities are coordinating 

the budget, keeping the CTE 

social media and website up-to-

date, ordering all office supplies 

and handling any catering needs. 

Needless to say, Hassett is a busy 

and valued member of the CTE 

team. 

 

 

has taken on the role of the CTE Adobe 

contact person. He also provides 

Blackboard support for residential 

faculty. The residential faculty have 

appreciated getting to know Doss in his 

new role as he is very capable and 

helpful and always has a quick wit to 

bring a smile to their face as he helps 

them find solutions to their challenges. 

           Where Fashion Meets Technology 
 

Using Microsoft Surface tablets, loaned by the CTE, a collaboration began. The vision 

for the project expanded when the Jerry Falwell Library (JFL) offered the class use of 

their Media Wall.  

 

Students were then able to showcase their drawings in “real-time” which captured the 

attention of many who passed through the JFL lobby. Reflecting on the project, 

Campbell shared, “For the FACS 420 Fashion Illustration & Design students to have 

the opportunity to work with such fun technology, and in such a public venue, proved 

to be a fantastic learning experience.” 
 

Recently, students from FACS 420, Fashion Illustration & Design, participated in a hands-on learning experience that was 

literally, “larger than life.” 
 

Professor Lisa Campbell approached Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) Educational Technologists, Sue Crabtree and 

Tom Doss with the idea of allowing the students in her Illustration and Design class to experience a tech-savvy approach 

to drawing. While students were accustomed to drawing with pen and paper, many of them had little experience sketching 

their ideas on a tablet device. 
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Fall Workshop Series at CTE 
Fall 2016 workshop series at the CTE include: 

Adobe in the Classroom; Assessment; Video Discussions; and Faculty Research and Scholarship. 

 

With the university’s benefaction of Adobe software, the CTE arranged opportunities and training 

for faculty growth in creating graphics, visual storytelling, voice capture, image correction, and 

video editing.  The workshop series entitled, “Adobe in the Classroom,” spanned across the 

semester on select Wednesday mornings.  Interested faculty who missed the series can catch the 

repeat of it in the spring. 

 

An area critical to effective teaching is assessment.  The “Assessment” workshop series covered 

making great test questions, reflection assignments, and rubrics.   

 

This semester’s faculty video discussion series was centered on “Student Engagement”.  It spurred 

interdisciplinary conversation in peaking student curiosity, using icebreakers, linking student 

interest to course content, and enhancing lectures with stories and popular media.  The Thursday 

evening discussions utilized material created by Magna Pubs. 

 

The university’s QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) and focus on undergraduate research prompted 

the CTE to offer support and faculty training with a series entitled, “Faculty Research and 

Scholarship”.  The series included sessions on creating a literature review, overviewing library 

support services, nurturing award winning research, outlining the IRB (Institutional Review Board) 

process, and assembling components of good research. 

 

Faculty are encouraged to visit the CTE website, www.Liberty.edu/CTE, to learn more about 

upcoming workshop series for spring 2017. 
 

CTE Expands Workshop Hours 
To better accommodate faculty and staff schedules the Center for Teaching Excellence has begun offering 

workshops before and after the standard 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. office hours.   

 

Wednesday workshops now take place at 7 a.m. Offerings include a variety of teaching and technology topics.  

Two early morning sessions that already proved popular were roundtables on assessment- one for GSAs (Sept. 28) 

and one for faculty (Oct. 12).  Upcoming Wednesday offerings will be centered on Blackboard, entitled, 

“Blackboard Before Hours”: 

 Nov. 9- Bb: Grade Center Advanced 

 Nov. 16- Bb: All About Course Content 

 Nov. 23- Bb: Tips and Tricks 

 Nov. 30- Bb: Course Copy 

Thursday evenings are now scheduled for 5:15 p.m., and include offerings in Blackboard, faculty video 

discussions, and book studies.  

 

A full listing of before and after hours workshops can be found on the CTE website, www.Liberty.edu/CTE.   

Faculty interested in attending any of these should register in the Pro Dev Portal (CTE Tab).  With the addition of 

Wednesday morning and Thursday evening offerings, faculty and staff can now participate in professional 

development workshops with minimal conflicts to their teaching and/or working schedules. 
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For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 

-Proverbs 2:10  

http://www.liberty.edu/CTE
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 CTE marked this fall with the first book study for online faculty, led by Sharon 

Wheeler. LUO teachers from across the United States shared observations in 

WebEx sessions about Character Formation in Online Education by Joanne 

J. Jung.  

 CTE welcomed its first faculty facilitator, Aaron Traphagen, CGS, who led a 

study on Dr. Saundra Yancy McGuire’s Teach Students How to Learn: 

Metacognition is the Key. McGuire was the popular fall orientation 

professional development speaker. The 5:15pm start time for this group 

allowed adjunct faculty who have jobs off-campus to participate.   

 The Center for Multicultural Engagement offered The Heart of Racial 

Justice by B. Salter McNeil, led by Melany Pearl, at their new facility in 

DeMoss and The Department of Global Studies offered Perspectives on the 

Christian World Movement, led by Melody Harper.  

 Preview for spring semester! Shawn Bielicki will lead a study on James M. 

Lang’s Small Teaching: Everyday Lessons from the Science of Learning. Dr. 

Lang is the featured speaker at the January 11, 2017 LU All-Faculty 

Professional Development Day. Email CTE@liberty.edu to register.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The recommended reading section suggests several excellent texts that are now 

available for faculty to borrow from either the CTE Lending Library or the Jerry 

Falwell Library. Faculty members are welcome to reserve these books from their 

respective locations. 
 

CTE Lending Library 

 Barnet, S., & Bedau, H. (2014). From critical thinking to argument: A portable 

guide. Boston, MA: Bedford/ St. Martin’s Press. 

 Davis, J. R., & Arend, B. D. (2013). Facilitating seven ways of learning: A 

resource for more purposeful, effective, and enjoyable college teaching. Sterling, 

VA: Stylus. 

 Gurung, R. A., & Schwartz, B. M. (2009). Optimizing teaching and learning: 

Practicing pedagogical research. Singapore: Wiley-Blackwell. 

 Tiberius, R. G. (1990). Small group teaching: A trouble-shooting guide. Toronto, 

ON: Ontario Institute for Studies in Education Press. 

 Tracy, B. (2007). Eat that frog! 21 great ways to stop procrastinating and get 

more done in less time. San Francisco, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc. 

Jerry Falwell Library 

 Barkley, E. F., & Howell-Major, C. (2016). Learning assessment techniques: A 

handbook for college faculty. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

 Conyers, M., & Wilson, D. (2015). Smarter teacher leadership. New York: 

Teachers College Press. 

 Li, M., & Zhao, Y. (2015). Exploring learning and teaching in higher education. 

New York: Springer. 

 William, D. (2011). Embedded formative assessment. Bloomington: Solution Tree 

Press. 

 Gareis, C. R., & Grant, L. W. (2015). Teacher-made assessments: How to connect 

curriculum, instruction, and student learning, 2nd ed. Larchmont, NY: Routledge. 
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Book Studies Thrive 
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