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2009-10 ROSTER

Liberty University Wrestling
2009-10 Alphabetical roster

Name Year Ht. Wt. Class Hometown/High School (Previous School)
Joseph Bayer R-Fr. 6-0 157/165 Chesterfield, Va./Matoaca 
Justin Branham Fr. 5-5 125 Ashville, Ohio/Teays Valley
Jonathan Childress Fr. 5-6 125 Red Lion, Pa./Dallastown Area
Brad Clark R-So. 6-3 174/184 Audubon, Pa./Methacton
Scott Clymer R-So. 5-9 141 Germansville, Pa./Northwestern Lehigh
Julian Colon * Jr. 5-9 157/165 East Petersburg, Pa./Hempfield
Thomas Cooper Fr. 6-1 149/157 Woodstock, Va./Central
Logan Crawford Fr. 5-7 157/165 Chesapeake, Va./Indian River
Peter Crawford Jr. 5-7 149/157 Chesapeake, Va./Indian River
Josh Duren Jr. 5-9 157/165 Warrenton, Mo./ Warren County RIII
Frankie Gayeski R-Sr. 5-8 149 Malaga, N.J./Delsea Regional High School (Lehigh)
Seth Hicks * Fr. 5-10 141 Backersville, Calif./Centennial 
Anthony Hughes Fr. 5-10 133 Kelso, Wash./Kelso
Jacoby Johnson Jr. 6-1 197 Goldsboro, N.C./Eastern Wayne
Sean Katz Sr. 5-6 133 Chesapeake, Va./Hickory
Aaron Kelley * Sr. 5-11 174 Mineral Wells, W.Va./Parkersburg South
Nick Knowles Jr. 5-9 174/184 Westminster, Calif./Calvary Chapel
Justin Krop Jr. 5-10 149/157 Monrovia, Md./Urbana
Brandon Lawrence R-Fr. 6-1 197 Myerstown, Pa./Eastern Lebanon County
Collin Lewis R-Sr. 5-7 141 Brick, N.J./Brick Twp. (Hunter)
Neil McGuire Fr. 5-9 157/165 Rixeyville, Va./Fauquier
T. J. Mitchell R-So. 5-6 133 Hazlet, N.J./Raritan 
Joey Montgomery Jr. 5-7 149 Covington, Ga./Eastside (Georgia Perimeter)
Joe Pantaleo So. 5-7 125 Stafford, Va./Colonial Forge
Josh Pelletier R-Jr. 6-2 285 Charleston, Maine/Foxcroft Academy
Chad Porter R-Jr. 6-0 165 Washington, W.Va./Parkersburg South
Miguel Rodriguez Fr. 5-7 133/141 North Lauderdale, Fla./Blanche Ely 
Eli Sanchez So. 6-0 174/184 San Jose, Calif./Bellarmine College Prep
Joshua Schug Jr. 6-5 285 Alberta, Canada/Highwood (Lakehead)
Justin Smith Fr. 5-7 149 Boones Mill, Va./Franklin County
Shaun Smith Sr. 5-10 157 Washington, W.Va./Parkersburg South
Joseph Son R-Jr. 6-0 184 Lawrenceville, Ga./Peachtree Ridge
Mike Spencer Fr. 5-6 133 Chesapeake, Va./Indian River
Joel Stafford Fr. 5-6 125 Oxford, Ga./Eastside
Antonio Talley Fr. 5-9 174 Clearwater, Fla./Dunedin
Aaron Thompson So. 6-0 174/184 Vinton, Va./Williams Byrd
Sam Walters R-Jr. 5-9 141 Hereford, Pa./Upper Perkiomen
Jon Weber Fr. 6-1 197 Radford, Va./Christiansburg
Larry Westry Fr. 5-8 197 Virginia Beach, Va./Bayside
Keith Williamson Fr. 5-8 285 Rustburg, Va./Rustburg
Andrew Wilson So. 6-1 285 Anchorage, Alaska/East Anchorage
David Ziegler Jr. 5-7 184 Myerstown, Pa./Eastern Lebanon Co. (Slippery Rock)
* - Will redshirt during the 2009-10 season

Head Coach: Jesse Castro (fourth year, 39-29-2 career record)
Assistant Coach: Joe Pantaleo (first year)
Graduate Assistant Coach: Joe Kemmerer (first year)
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Allen Hackman (first year)
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2009 (Fr.): Redshirted.

Prep: Graduated from Matoaco High School.

Personal: Son of Michael and Charmein Bayer … birthday is on 
Nov. 18 … majoring in graphic design … hot pockets and pudding 
are among his favorite snack foods … video games are what best 
fills his time if he is stuck inside all day because of the weather 
… came to Liberty because he felt the Lord called him here to be 
a part of the wrestling program … considers being able to see 
things from a different perspective to be a character trait that 
sets him apart from others.  

Prep: Graduate of Teays Valley High School, where he posted a 
82-28 varsity record (74.5 winning percentage) … finished his 
freshman year with a 17-2 junior varsity record at 103 pounds 
… placed second at the sectional tournament and was a district 
qualifier as a sophomore with a 36-13 varsity record … unbeat-
en with a 21-0 junior varsity record as a junior at 125 pounds 
… capped off his senior year with a 44-11 record at the varsity 
level … finished third at the sectional tournament and sixth at 
the district championship, where he was one match away from 
advancing to the state championship event … Viking Duals most 
valuable wrestler where he knocked off the returning state 
runner-up … graduated with honors … member of the national 
honor society.

Personal: Son of Dave Branham and Teresa Helser … birthday is 
on Aug. 6 … has not chosen a major at Liberty yet … is glad he 
does not have to run hills anymore now that preseason training 

has been completed … would like to live in Panama, the tropical 
paradise of Central America, if he could live anywhere in the 
world for a year … fondly remembers watching Sesame Street 
and Barney on television every day with his father growing up 
… considers intense, focused and alive as the best words to de-
scribe his personality.

Prep: Posted a 125-46 record (73.1 winning percentage) during 
four seasons of competition at Dallastown Area High School … 
finished his freshman year with a 27-19 record at 103 pounds … 
posted a 23-14 mark as a sophomore at 112 pounds … sectional 
champion as a junior and senior … compiled a 38-7 record as a 
junior at 119 pounds, placing fourth at the district champion-
ships … capped off his high school career with a 37-6 season and 
a runner-up finish at the district tournament … placed seventh 
at 125 pounds in the state championship as a senior … was a 
three-sport athlete, competing in wrestling, soccer and tennis.

Personal: Son of John and Jill Childress … birthday is on Jan. 16 
… education major … would like to pursue a career as a elemen-
tary school teacher after graduation … an iPod, a dog, sunglass-
es, fishing rod and a shovel are the five items he would want if 
he were stranded on a desert island … Rugrats was his favorite 
television show growing up … wheat thins, pretzels and Skittles 
are among his favorite snack foods … determined and ferocious 
are two words he uses to describe his personality. 

JOSEPH
BAYER
R-Fr., 6-0
157/165

Chesterfield, Va.
Matoaca HS

JUSTIN
BRANHAM
Fr., 5-5
125
Ashville, Ohio
Teays Valley HS

JONATHAN
CHILDRESS
Fr., 5-6
125
Red Lion, Pa.
Dallastown Area HS

Brad Clark (174/184 pounds)
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2009 (R-Fr.): Finished third on the team with 15 victories … fifth 
on the squad with eight dual match victories … won five out 
of his first six bouts, including dual match wins that eventually 
helped lead the Flames to team victories over Gardner-Webb 
and The Citadel … posted a 3-2 record at the Body Bar Invita-
tional, picking up a pair of decision victories and a 10-2 major 
decision over Drexel’s Alex Rinaldi … finished the Nittany Lion 
Open with a 2-2 mark, opening with a pair of decision victo-
ries … won six of his last 12 bouts during the year … helped the 
Flames to a home dual victory over VMI with a third-period pin 
(6:11) of Jon Horne … placed second at the NCAA East Regionals 
… opened the Regionals with a win by fall (1:56) over Campbell’s 
Steve Wiktorek … dropped a 1-0 decision to Regional title win-
ner Jeremy Brooks of Millersville in the finals.

Prep: Was a graduate of Methacton High School … finished his 
four-year stint as a Warrior with a 123-31 overall record (79.9 
winning percentage) … was a four-time district qualifier, while 
earning trips to the regional and state tournaments his last three 
years of high school … finished his freshman year with a 27-9 
record, which included a Southeast Tournament championship 
title … finished fourth at the regional tournament and eighth 
at the PIAA state championship, while posting a 25-10 mark as 
a sophomore … broke the 30-win plateau as a junior, 33-8, fin-
ishing fourth at both the regional and state championships … 
claimed titles at the sectional, district and regional tournaments 
as a senior, while finishing sixth at the PIAA state championship 
to cap off a stellar 38-4 season campaign.  

Personal: Son of Robert and Kathleen Clark … birthday is on July 
26 … majoring in kinesiology and physical education at Liberty 
… enjoyed watching Scooby Doo, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 
Friends and the Simpsons on television growing … describes 
himself as tall, skinny and mentally tough … considers his per-
sonality something that sets him apart from others.   

2009 (So.): Wrestled in two events before redshirting the re-
mainder of the season … posted a 3-4 record during those 
events at 149 pounds … was 3-2 at the Nittany Lion Open, pick-
ing up a trio of decision wins.

2008 (Fr.): Finished his first season at Liberty with an overall 
18-20 record … wrestled at both 141 and 149 … one of five 
wrestlers on the year to grapple in multiple weight classes … 
finished the year fifth in overall victories … opened his collegiate 
career with a sixth-place finish at the Brockport-Oklahoma Gold 
Classic, posting a 3-3 tournament record (11/10) … helped the 
Flames to a fifth-place finish at the Navy Classic the following 
weekend (11/17), with a 3-2 record … the tournament run in-
cluded a 4-2 decision over George Mason’s Aaron Keeton and 
a dominating 18-0 technical fall win over Bucknell’s Derek Eck-
hart … picked up an 8-4 decision over Eastern Michigan’s Rece 
Cox at the Campbellsville Duals (12/8) … opened the Virginia 
State Intercollegiates with a 5-0 blanking of Old Dominion’s Jus-
tin Belanger (1/5) … scored the Flames’ lone team points with 
a 13-2 major decision over Kalen Dull in Liberty’s opening dual 
against Northern Illinois at the Wendy’s Big Classic Duals (1/20) 
… helped the Flames take first place at the Eastern Regional Du-
als, posting victories in both his bouts (2/3) … picked up a 16-0 
technical fall win over Gardner-Webb’s Jimmy Ballantyne and a 
win by fall (5:35) over Millersville’s Cody Becker … won his last 
match-up of the season, picking up a 4-1 decision over VMI’s 
John Held to help the Flames to a 30-12 dual victory over their 
in-state foe (2/22).

Prep: Graduated from Northwestern Lehigh High School … re-
corded a 86.8 winning percentage in high school with a com-
bined 151-32 competition record … finished fifth at the state 
tournament during his freshman year, capping off a 31-3 cam-
paign at 103 pounds … state qualifier at 112 pounds as a sopho-
more, finishing the year with a 33-7 record … dotted his high 
school resume with a state championship at 125 pounds in his 
junior year, posting a 40-9 record during the campaign… fin-
ished his senior year with a career high in victories (47-4), while 
finishing third in the state tournament.

Personal: Son of Scott and Carol Clymer … birthday is on July 
29 … majoring in sport management at Liberty … would like to 

BRAD
CLARK
R-So., 6-3
174/184
Audubon, Pa.
Methacton HS

Clark’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09 15-15 8-6 2-2 1-0 0-1
Total 15-15 8-6 2-2 1-0 0-1

SCOTT
CLYMER
R-So., 5-9
141
Germansville, Pa.
Northwestern
Lehigh HS
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follow in his father’s footsteps and work in construction after 
graduation … chips and Dairy Queen Blizzards are among his fa-
vorite snack foods … wants fans to come out and watch Liberty 
wrestle this year because this year’s team brings more talent 
and intensity out onto the mats … Italy would be his country of 
choice if he had to live anywhere in the world for a year … would 
like for Bon Jovi’s “Living on a Prayer” to be his life’s theme song.

2010 (Jr.): Is planning on redshirting this season.

2009 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
posted eight wins as a sophomore, wrestling at 157 and 174 
pounds … won his first three bouts of the year … helped Lib-
erty to team dual victories over Gardner-Webb and The Citadel, 
posting a win by fall (2:35) and decision (6-4) to open the year … 
pinned South Dakota State’s Weston Winston in the first round 
(2:37) at the Hoosier Duals … posted a 2-2 record at the Reno 
Tournament of Champions, picking up decision wins over The 
Citadel’s Koziel Keith (12-5) and Wyoming’s Tyler Davis (8-2) … 
wrestled up a weight class for the Flames at the NCAA East Re-
gionals, advancing to the finals at 174 pounds … won his first 
two bouts by decision, before falling to Millersville’s Shane 
Smith in the finals in a 4-1 decision.

2008 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
posted a 17-16 record in his first year at 157 pounds … got his 
first collegiate victory with a major decision win over Duquesne’s 
Dan Pauley to open the Navy Classic (11/17) … posted a 4-2 
record overall in the event … finished the Spartan Invitational 
with 4-1 record (12/1), including a 6-2 decision over Centenary’s 
Mike Torsiello to place in his first collegiate tournament (third) 
…  competed unattached at the Reno Tournament of Champi-
ons (12/18), picking up a victory over Southern Oregon’s Jim-
my Wrey … was 2-2 at the Southern Scuffle (12/29), opening 
the event with a 6-4 win over Hofstra’s Richard Muzikar … was 
3-1 at the Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/5), placing third at 
the event with a 7-2 decision win over Virginia’s Kyle Artusio … 

helped the Flames secure a 21-15 dual match victory over UNC 
Greensboro with a 5-3 decision over Mark Ring (2/5).

Prep: Graduated from Hempfield High School … posted a 79.8 
winning percentage during his four-year high school career … 
tallied a combined 107-27 record on the wrestling mats as a 
high school wrestler … finished his freshman year with a 7-3 re-
cord at 140 pounds in limited action … moved up to 152 pounds 
as a sophomore and junior … finished his sophomore year with 
a 27-11 mark … completed his junior season with a 32-8 record 
… capped off his high school days by eclipsing the 40-win pla-
teau for the first time with a 41-5 record at 160 pounds.

Personal: Son of Eser and Heather Colon … birthday is on Jan. 19 
… majoring in biblical studies at Liberty … listed Amazing Grace, 
To End All Wars and Cinderella Man as some of the top movies 
he has seen over the last year … barbeque kettle potato chips 
are at the top of his snack food list … wants fans to come out and 
see the team wrestle because he believes that college wrestling 
is the most intense and tactical sport in collegiate athletics.

Prep: Graduate of Central High School … posted a 45-6 record 
as a senior, where he placed fifth in the state championship at 
160 pounds.

Personal: Son of Timothy and Kathy Cooper … birthday is on 
April 3 … undecided about his major at Liberty … considers 
Transformers 2, Fireproof, Vision Quest and G.I. Joe among the 
best movies he saw over the last year … would want to have a 
compass, some matches, a knife, a gun and his Bible if he were 
stranded on a desert island … would want to live in Florida be-
cause of the warm weather if he could choose where to live for 
a year … considers being a hard worker one of his better person-
ality characteristics. 

Clymer’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 18-20 7-9 3-1 3-0 3-8
2008-09 3-4 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1
Total 21-24 7-9 3-1 3-0 3-9

JULIAN
COLON
Jr., 5-9
157/165
East Petersburg, Pa.
Hempfield HS

Colon’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 17-16 3-6 1-4 0-2 3-1
2008-09 8-13 3-7 2-0 0-1 0-2
Total 25-29 6-13 3-4 0-3 3-3

THOMAS
COOPER
Fr., 6-1
149/157
Woodstock, Va.
Central HS
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Prep: Graduate of Indian River High School … four-year letter-
winner … posted a 79.6 winning percentage, as he had a 180-46 
high school career record … earned his first letter as a freshman 
with a 35-18 record at 130 pounds … lettered again as a sopho-
more at 140 pounds with a 45-13 record … finished sixth in the 
southeastern region of Virginia as a junior … posted a 48-10 re-
cord during his junior year … fourth-place finisher at states as a 
senior with a 52-5 record at 145 pounds.

Personal: Son of Charles Crawford and Sandra Jones … younger 
brother of Flames wrestler Peter Crawford … birthday is on Jan. 
13 … pursuing a psychology major at Liberty … popcorn tops his 
list of favorite snack food items … would love to spend a year in 
the Bahamas because of the warmth if he could choose where 
to live for a year … his favorite television show growing up as a 
child was Dragon Ball Z … considers his easy-going personality 
something that sets him apart from others.

2009 (So.): Added depth to 
the Flames roster at 149 pounds … only competed at the Spar-
tan Invitational, where he posted a 2-2 record … picked up his 
first victory of the season with an 18-4 major decision over Ryan 
Cafaro of Gloucester Community College … followed directly 
with a 4-2 decision over Jason Burch … was the recipient of Lib-
erty wrestling’s “Unsung Hero” award.

2008 (Fr.): Gained valuable wrestling experience in three dif-
ferent events as a freshman, wrestling at 149 pounds … was a 
part of the Flames fifth-place finish at the Navy Classic (11/17), 
wrestling twice … posted a 2-2 record at the Spartan Invitational 
(12/1), helping the Flames to a third-place finish … both his wins 
came by fall … pinned Washington’s John Sabatelli in the open-
ing seconds of the third period (5:23) … followed with a win by 
fall in the second period (3:35) over Delaware Valley’s Zach Mar-
latt.

Prep: Four-year letterwinner at Indian River High School … fin-
ished his career at Indian River with a combined 130-70 record 
(65.0 winning percentage) … lettered his freshman year at 145 
pounds … finished fifth in the district with a 30-20 record as a 
sophomore at 152 pounds … named his squad’s most improved 
wrestler as a junior after finishing the year with a 45-10 record 
at 135 pounds … finished third in the district during his junior 
campaign … matched his junior year record with a 45-10 mark at 
135 pounds during his senior season … team captain as a senior 
… placed in four different tournaments, including second at the 
district level and sixth at the regional tournament … was named 
to the straight “A” honor roll, graduating with honors … was the 
recipient of Indian River’s Principles Award and was named the 
Athlete of the Year as a senior.

Personal: Son of Charles Crawford and Sandra Jones … older 
brother of Flames freshman wrestler Logan Crawford … birthday 
is on Jan. 18 … is pursuing a history major with a minor in coach-
ing while at Liberty … wants to go into the United States Navy 
after graduation then into teaching … lists fruits, sandwiches, 
popcorn, barbeque chips and chocolate milk among his favorite 
snack foods … would want to have a jug of water, a knife, a tent, 
a fishing pole, rope and some matches if he were stranded on 
a desert island … relaxed, intense, unpredictable, powerful and 
explosive were the words he used to describe himself on the 
wrestling mat.

Julian Colon (157/165 pounds)

LOGAN
CRAWFORD
Fr., 5-7
157/165
Chesapeake, Va.
Indian River HS

PETER
CRAWFORD
Jr., 5-7
149/157
Chesapeake, Va.
Indian River HS

P. Crawford’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 2-5 0-1 2-2 0-0 0-3
2008-09 2-2 0-0 0-0 0-0 1-0
Total 4-9 0-1 2-2 0-0 1-3
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2009 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
posted a 5-10 record on the year, wrestling at two different 
weight classes (157 and 165) … placed fourth at the Spartan 
Invitational with a 4-2 record at the event at 157 pounds … 
opened the day with an 8-1 decision over John Dinan … later 
followed with two wins over wrestlers from Heidelberg, pinning 
Frank Dudzik (4:30) and carding a 17-0 technical fall over Sean 
DiColo … helped the Flames capture the Eastern Regional Du-
als title with a 7-4 decision win over Delaware State’s Brandon 
Bruce at 165 pounds.

2008 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … was 
named to the Dean’s List his first semester at Liberty … posted 
an even 6-6 record at 157 pounds during his first collegiate sea-
son of wrestling … five of his six wins came via falls, ranking him 
tied for fifth on the team in victories by pin … picked up his first 
collegiate win by fall (4:08) over McDaniel’s Matt Peters at the 
Navy Classic (11/17) … posted a 3-2 record at the Spartan Invita-
tional (12/1), helping the Flames to a third-place team finish … 
opened the consolation round with a win by fall just as the first 
period buzzer sounded against Delaware Valley’s Mark Hague 
… pinned Gloucester’s Theo Apostle in 37 seconds to continue 
his tournament run … got a third-period win by fall (5:24) over 
Washington’s Keagan Donnan … recorded his lone decision win 
by fall over George Mason’s Jimmy Kaden in a 7-1 victory at the 
Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/5) … closed out the year with 
a win by fall (5:56) over Delaware State’s Kyle Robinson to help 
the Flames to a 39-15 dual victory over the Hornets and led Lib-
erty to the Eastern Regional Dual title (2/3).

Prep: Graduated from Warrenton High School … four-year var-
sity letterwinner with a 79.0 winning percentage (128-34) … 
three-year team captain … sectional qualifier at 112 pounds 
with a 23-14 record as a freshman … posted a 38-9 record at 
130 pounds as a sophomore, finishing sixth at the state tourna-
ment … set a then school single-season takedown record with 
112 as a sophomore … 22-6 as a junior at 140 pounds, winning 

a district championship and finishing sixth at the state tourna-
ment … culminated a successful high school record with a 45-5 
record as a senior at 152 pounds … district champion as a se-
nior and finished fifth at the state tournament … broke his own 
school record with 145 takedowns as a senior, giving him 402 
takedowns for his career.

Personal: Son of Rob and Janet Duren … birthday is on April 
20 … majoring in kinesiology … would like to be a strength and 
conditioning coach after graduation … lists Butterfingers as his 
favorite snack food item … would want to have a satellite phone 
with GPS, fresh water, a food supply, a boat and batteries with 
him if he were stranded on a desert island … would want to be 
dropped into the middle of Amazon for a year, so he explore the 
area. 

2009-10 Team Captain

2009 (R-Jr.): Posted a combined 12-17 record in two differ-
ent weight classes (141 and 149 pounds) during his first year 
with the program … wrestled the first month of the season at 
141 pounds … posted an 11-10 record after being bumped up 
to 149 pounds … placed eighth at the Southern Scuffle with a 
5-3 record … all five of his wins at the Southern Scuffle were by 
decision … closed out the year by winning six of his last seven 
bouts … finished second at the NCAA East Regionals … opened 
the event with a 6-2 decision over Millersville’s Mike Greck, be-
fore dropping the title match to No. 10 ranked Matt Cathell of 
Delaware State.

Previous School: Transferred to Liberty from Lehigh … wrestled 
for the Mountain Hawks as a freshman during the 2005-06 sea-
son … posted a 12-6 overall record … was 7-4 in matches with a 
decision outcome … posted a 2-2 mark in matches decided by 
fall.

Prep: Graduated from Delsea Regional High School.

Personal: Son of Frank and Susan Gayeski … birthday is on March 
6 … is a finance major at Liberty … lists Swedish fish among one 
of his favorite snack foods … considers head coach Jesse Castro 
among one of the most helpful staff members during his time at 

JOSH
DUREN
Jr., 5-9
157/165
Warrenton, Mo.
Warren Co. RIII HS

Duren’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 6-6 1-0 5-0 0-1 0-4
2008-09 5-10 1-5 1-3 1-2 0-1
Total 11-16 2-5 6-3 1-3 0-5

FRANKIE
GAYESKI
R-Sr., 5-8
149
Malaga, N.J.
Delsea Regional HS
(Lehigh)
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Liberty, as Coach Castro gave him a second chance at wrestling 
… would like to live in Colorado Springs., Colo., so he could train 
with the world team members … Ghostbusters and Teenage 
Mutual Ninja Turtles were among his favorites shows growing 
up as a child.

2010 (Fr.): Is planning on redshirting this season.

Prep: Graduated from Centennial High School … four-year let-
terwinner … posted a unblemished 48-0 record as a senior, cap-
turing the state title at 135 pounds … Centennial Athlete of the 
Year … Jim Tyack Award winner … honor roll student, graduating 
with a 4.2 GPA.

Personal: Son of Mike and Carmel Hicks … birthday is on Jan. 10 
... has a strong wrestling background in his family, as his uncle, 
Dan, was a two-time national champion (142 pounds – 1978 
and 1979) and his father, Mike, was an All-American … both 
family members wrestled at Oregon State … majoring in English 
and counseling … lists Mentos, gummy sharks, sunflower seeds, 
brownies, M&Ms, Twix and taffy among his favorite snack foods 
… if he had to live someplace in the world for a year, he would 
choose New Zealand because of the variety of terrains. 

Prep: Graduated from Kelso High School … three-year letterwin-
ner with a 93-31 record (76.2 percent) … posted a 20-15 record 
as a sophomore at 125 pounds, finishing fourth in the district 
and sixth at the regional tournaments … finished his junior year 
with a 33-12 record … advanced to three tournament finals … 
dual national team member … finished off his high school record 
with a 40-4 record as a freshman … advanced to six tournament 
finals … district and regional champion, while finishing third in 
the state tournament … two-time freestyle and Greco state fi-
nalist … all-county and all-state as a senior.

Personal: Son of Jared and Angie Hughes … birthday is on Jan. 
11 … majoring in philosophy and religion … would like to be a 
church planter after college … lists Mountain Dew and Butterfin-
gers as his favorite snack foods … included The Bourne trilogy, 
Heavyweights and Nacho Libre among his top movies that he 
saw over the last year ... lists Matt Anthony as his most influen-
tial staff member since coming to Liberty, as he helps keep him 
on track academically … Power Rangers and Captain Planet were 
among his favorite television shows growing up.

2009 (So.): Was one of nine wrestlers to finish the season with 
10 or more victories … wrestled all but one bout of the year at 
197 pounds … posted a 10-20 record during the season … wont 
two of his first three matches of the year, opening the season 
with a second-period pin over Matthias Piasecki (4:59) … posted 
a 2-2 record at the Southern Scuffle … finished the year with a 
5-4 record … placed fourth at the NCAA East Regionals, spot-
lighted by a win by fall over Wagner’s Mark Wagner (2:26).

Gayeski’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09 12-17 5-9 1-6 0-0 1-4
Total 12-17 5-9 1-6 0-0 1-4

SETH
HICKS
Fr., 5-10
141
Backersville, Calif.
Centrennial HS

ANTHONY
HUGHES

Fr., 5-10
133

Kelso, Wash.
Kelso HS

JACOBI
JOHNSON
Jr., 6-1
197
Goldsboro, N.C.
Eastern Wayne HS



liberty Wrestling 2009-1018

MEET THE FLAMES

2008 (Fr.): Posted a 4-15 record during his first collegiate season 
… wrestled all but one match at 197 pounds … opened his colle-
giate career with a 11-8 decision win over Brown’s Larry Otsuka 
at the Brockport/Oklahoma Gold Classic (11/10) … picked up a 
11-2 major decision victory over Delaware’s Derrick Loper at 
the Navy Classic (11/17) … dropped a 5-3 decision to Ohio’s Tim 
Samson in his lone match at heavyweight (11/24). 

Prep: Graduated from Eastern Wayne High School … claimed 
victory in over 90 percent of his high school matches (90.6 per-
cent) with a combined 126-13 record … posted an 11-2 record 
at 215 pounds as a sophomore … 58-7 record as a junior at 
215/275 pounds … six-time tournament champion during his ju-
nior year, earning him a No. 3 ranking in the state of North Caro-
lina … capped off his career by posting a 57-4 record at 215/275 
pounds as a senior … won 11 tournaments as a senior, earning 
him the top ranking in the state.

Personal: Birthday is on Feb. 3 … is a biology and pre-med major 
… wants to be a physician assistant after graduation … Krispy 
Kreme donuts are his favorite snack food, but only when the 
“Hot Now” sign is on … Transformers 2 was his favorite movie 
over the last year … lists a Blackberry, a laptop with wireless 
capability, food, hot water for a shower and a good friend as 
things he would want if stranded on a desert island … would 
like to live in Spain for a year, because of his obsession with the 
culture … Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” would be his life’s 
theme song if he had one … if he could choose his own name, it 
would be “Steel”.

2009 (Jr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
wrestled at three different weight classes (125, 133 and 141 
pounds) … posted a 2-4 overall record on the season … won his 
first bout at the Body Bar Invitational, posting an 11-7 decision 
over Buffalo’s Dan Bishop at 125 pounds … helped the Flames 
capture the Eastern Regional Duals title with a 13-4 major deci-
sion over Wagner’s Ryan Wagner at 141 pounds.

2008 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
led the Flames at 125 pounds with 15 victories … ranked sixth 
overall on the squad in total wins … was tied for fifth on the 
team in wins by fall (5-3) … posted an impressive 3-2 record 
at the Hoosier Duals (11/24) … opened the event with a 10-0 
major decision over Ohio’s Heath Allen … continued his tourna-
ment run with a 3-0 blanking of Cumberland’s Jeremy Padgett 
… finished third at the Spartan Invitational, posting a 4-1 re-
cord at the event (12/1) … won his first two bouts by fall over 
TCNJ’s Jashon Scott and Gloucester’s Ken Chambers at 3:20 … 
closed out the tournament with a 2-0 decision over TCNJ’s Dan 
Hughes in the third-place bout … posted a 2-1 decision win over 
Campbellsville’s James Hicks to help the Flames open the Camp-
bellsville Duals with a 26-9 victory over the host school (12/8) … 
picked up his quickest win by fall on the year, pinning Messiah’s 
Andrew Clark 1:14 into his match-up, helping the Flames to a 
30-15 dual victory at the Liberty Quad (1/26) … won three of 
his four bouts at the Eastern Regional Duals, helping the Flames 
take home the first-place team trophy (2/3) … opened the event 
with an 8-6 sudden victory over Duquesne’s Jon Bittinger … 
closed the event with a win by fall (6:08) over Delaware State’s 
Tad Broomal and a technical fall win, 17-2, over Millersville’s 
John Andel … pinned Wagner’s Nicholas Keshecki, 1:31, at the 
NCAA East Regional (3/9) for his final victory of the year.

2007 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … fin-
ished the year with a 13-11 overall record … one of eight wres-
tlers to finish the season with a winning record … wrestled at 
both 125 (12-11) and 133 pounds (1-0) … posted a 7-3 record in 
dual matches … 5-1 in matches determined by fall … picked up 
his first collegiate victory with a 9-6 decision win over Ander-
son’s Andy Wade at 133 pounds, helping the Flames to a 37-3 
season-opening victory at the Hokie Classic (11/5) … picked up 
his first win by fall (4:21) over Campbell’s Richie Apolinar in a 
tri-match at N.C. State (11/8) … 2-2 at the Navy Classic (11/18), 
including a win by fall (1:00) over Binghamton’s Rob Slavin … 3-0 
at the Liberty Quad (11/22), beginning with a win by fall (3:11) 
over Newberry’s Chauncey McElheney to start a five-match win-
ning streak … placed fourth at the Spartan Invitational with a 

Johnson’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 4-15 1-7 0-5 0-2 1-1
2008-09 10-20 6-10 2-0 1-0 1-4
Total 14-35 7-17 2-5 1-2 1-5

SEAN
KATZ
Sr., 5-6
133
Chesapeake, Va.
Hickory HS

Sean Katz (133 pounds)
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3-2 record (12/2) … picked up a 5-2 decision win over James 
Madison’s Louis Sweet at the Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/6) 
… helped the Flames to a 36-9 dual match victory over Mes-
siah with a win by fall (1:58) over Mark Eilertsen ... claimed a 
15-12 decision victory over Millersville’s John Andel at the East 
Regional Duals (2/4).

Prep: Graduated from Hickory High School … finished his high 
school career with a 163-45 record (78.3 winning percentage) 
… finished his career with 93 pins … four-year letterwinner … 
two-time Richmond Invitational champion … compiled a 19-15 
record as a freshman at 103 pounds, helping him earn second-
team Southeastern District honors … named to the first-team 
Southeastern District team as a sophomore after finishing the 
year with a 50-13 record at 103 pounds … posted a 50-10 record 
as a junior at 103 pounds, earning second-team Southeastern 
District honors … finished his prep career with a 44-7 record as 
a senior at 125 pounds to earn first-team Southeastern District 
honors … named Outstanding Wrestler in 2005.

Personal: Son of Michael Katz and Romona Campbell … birth-
day is on Sept. 26 … majoring in social sciences … would like to 
teach history and coach wrestling after graduation … lists cookie 
dough, popcorn and spicy nacho Doritos among his favorite 
snack foods … if he was stranded on a desert island, he would 
want a surfboard, a knife, matches and a frying pan among the 
items he was left with … would love to spend a year visiting 
Costa Rica, because the area is gorgeous and he enjoyed surfing 
there during a recent trip … listed Boy Meets World and Saved 
by the Bell as some of his favorite television shows growing up.

2010 (Sr.): Is planning on redshirting this season.

2009 (Jr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
was one of nine wrestlers to finish the season with 10 or more 
victories … ranked fifth on the team with 14 wins, wrestling the 
entire season at 174 pounds … tied for second on the team with 

five wins by fall … also ranked second on the team with four 
victories by major decision … opened the season with a 16-0 
technical fall win over Gardner-Webb’s Jonathan Velazquez to 
help Liberty to a season-opening dual victory over the Bulldogs 
… placed fifth at the Nittany Lion Open with a 5-1 record … post-
ed two decision victories, two major decision wins and a victory 
by fall during the event … helped the Flames to the team title 
at the Eastern Regional Duals with a final-period fall (6:34) over 
Duquesne’s Ryan Sula .. won his last match of the season with a 
7-4 decision victory over VMI’s Andrew Szymborski. 

2008 (So.): Selected to the inaugural VaSID all-state team, gar-
nering second-team all-state honors … one of six grapplers to ad-
vance to the NCAA National Championship following a victory at 
the NCAA East Regionals hosted by Liberty … finished the season 
ranked third on the team in total victories with a 29-19 record at 
174 pounds … also finished third on the squad in dual matches 
with a 13-6 mark … third on the team in matches decided by fall 
with a 8-6 record … also ranked third with five wins by major 
decision (5-5) … finished the Brockport/Oklahoma Gold Classic 
with a 4-2 record, closing with a 19-11 major decision win over 
Army’s Dean Gaier to take fifth place at the tournament (11/10) 
… posted three wins at the Navy Classic for the second straight 
year, finishing sixth at the event (11/17) … was 2-2 at the Nittany 
Lion Open (12/2), picking up victories over VMI’s Dustin McCabe 
(fall/2:49) and Pittsburgh’s A.J. Brentzel (Dec./5-1) … helped the 
Flames to two dual match victories at the Campbellsville Duals 
(12/8), posting a 3-0 record with three straight wins by decision 
… posted a 3-2 record at the Reno Tournament of Champions 
(12/18), including a 6-1 decision over Wyoming’s Dan Barrone 
and a 24-11 major decision over Oregon’s Ron Lee ... helped the 
Flames to a 18-18 draw against defending ACC champion N.C. 
State with a 6-2 decision over Randy Goodman (1/12) … assisted 
in the Flames taking three out of four dual matches at the Lib-
erty Quad (1/26), posting a 2-1 record at the event … helped 
the Flames take the title at the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3), 
picking up a 10-3 decision win over Duquesne Scott Black and an 
8-2 decision over Gardner-Webb’s Chad Davis … closed out the 
regular season on a six-match winning streak … won all three of 
his matches at the NCAA East Regionals, earning his first career 
trip to the NCAA National Championship (3/9) … opened the Re-
gionals with a 18-2 technical fall win (5:55) over Wagner’s Peter 
Morano … defeated Duquesne’s Scott Black in a 16-5 major de-
cision, before capturing the title with a win by fall (6:28) over 
Millersville Jeremy Brooks … picked up a victory at the NCAA 
National Championship, as he opened the consolation bracket 
with an 8-4 decision victory over Indiana’s Trevor Perry.

2007 (Fr.): Finished the year with a 20-20 overall record at 149 
pounds … one of six wrestlers to record 20 or more victories 
on the year … 10-11 in dual matches … posted an 8-3 record 
in matches determined by fall ... ranked fourth on the squad 
with wins by fall … 4-2 in matches decided by major decision … 
opened his collegiate career with a 4-0 blanking of Anderson’s 
T.J. Selke at the Hokie Classic (11/5) … posted a 3-2 record at the 
Navy Classic, including a win by fall (3:18) over Bucknell’s An-

Katz’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 13-11 7-3 5-1 0-0 0-2
2007-08 15-26 9-15 5-3 1-1 2-5
2008-09 2-4 1-0 0-1 0-0 1-0
Total 30-41 17-18 10-5 1-1 3-7

AARON
KELLEY
Sr., 5-11
174
Mineral Wells, W.Va.
Parkersburg 
South HS
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thony Deleo (11/18) … went 2-2 at Nittany Lion Open (12/3), in-
cluding a win by fall (3:30) over Cornell’s Tim Ironman and a 5-4 
decision over Rutgers’ Jack Barrett … opened the Reno Tourna-
ment of Champions with an 8-0 blanking of Adams College’s Joe 
Kelso (12/20) … placed fifth at the Virginia State Intercollegiates 
(1/6) with a 3-2 record … two victories during the Common-
wealth event were by fall (Old Dominion’s Joey Metzler – 1:08 
and Apprentice School’s Matt Perry – 3:22) and the third was a 
technical fall (7:00) over VMI’s Randy Phillips … defeated Arizo-
na State’s Chris Remsen by major decision, 16-7, at the Virginia 
Duals (1/12-13) … pinned King College’s Marty Erickson at 4:05 
to help the Flames to a 47-3 home dual match victory (1/30) … 
was 2-2 at the East Regional Duals (2/3) … both victories were 
by fall over Gardner-Webb’s Josh Lowe (1:48) and Duquesne’s 
Brandon Baldini (4:43) … one of three Liberty wrestlers to pick 
up a victory at UNC Greensboro (2/21) with a 9-6 victory over 
Marcus Hannah … posted a win by fall (4:55) over Duquesne’s 
Brandon Baldini at the NCAA East Regionals.

Prep: Graduated from Parkersburg South High School … fin-
ished his high school career with a 122-39 record (75.8 winning 
percentage) … finished fourth in the state as a freshman with 
a 32-12 record at 103 pounds … posted a 24-12 record at 125 
pounds as a sophomore to place third in the state … helped his 
team to a state championship as a junior with a 21-9 individual 
record … finished third in the state at 140 pounds as a junior 
… his high school career culminated with a 45-5 season at 145 
pounds, helping him claim the West Virginia State Champion-
ship … placed third at the Ironman Invitational and fourth at the 
Reno Tournament of Champions as a senior.

Personal: Son of Bill and Debbie Kelley … birthday is on Jan. 20 
… majoring in aeronautics at Liberty … would like to pursue a 

career as a commerical pilot after graduation … Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream is one of his favorite snack food items … would choose to 
live in Spain if he could live anywhere in the world for a year … 
his favorite show going up a child was Seinfeld. 

2009 (So.): Wrestled at two different weight classes for the 
second-straight season (174 and 184 pounds) … posted an 8-9 
combined record … ranked second on the team at 174 pounds 
with seven victories … opened the year with a 7-6 decision 
win over The Citadel’s Kip Thompson to help the Flames to a 
dual meet victory … posted a 2-1 record in three matches at 
the Hoosier Duals, including an 8-3 decision win over Cumber-
lands Kyle Stygler and a 14-2 major decision victory over South 
Dakota State’s Kevin Kelley … finished with a 3-2 record at the 
Nittany Lion Open, including decision wins over Binghamton’s 
Brett Nelson (6-1), The Citadel’s J.C. Oddo (9-2) and Penn State’s 
Matt Dodds (7-3) … picked up his final victory of the year at the 
Southern Scuffle with a 10-4 decision over Cal State Bakerfield’s 
Jason Points.

2008 (Fr.): Wrestled at two different weight classes during his 
first season of collegiate competition (184 and 197 pounds) … 
was one of 11 wrestlers to finish the year with a double-figure 
win total … posted a 10-13 record at 184 pounds … opened the 
season with a 3-2 record at the Navy Classic (11/17), including a 
5-3 decision over George Mason’s Bill Widner and a win by fall 
(1:02) over Campbell’s Kyle Higgins ... opened the Reno Tourna-
ment of Champions with a 17-second pin over Western Wyo-
ming’s Mike Hautala (12/18) … helped the Flames to a 30-15 
dual victory over Messiah at the Liberty Quad (1/26), picking 
up a 12-5 decision over Matt McHugh … assisted in the Flames’ 
first-place finish at the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3), posting a 
perfect 4-0 record at the event … picked up decision wins over 
Duquesne’s Ryan Sula (5-3), Gardner-Webb’s Matthias Piasecki 
(11-4) and Millersville Steve Funk (7-3). 

Prep: Graduated from Calvary Chapel High School … posted a 
combined 113-44 record during his high school career (72.0 
winning percentage) … four-time league champion … finished 
second at the CIF as a freshman and a sophomore … posted a 
18-20 record as a freshman at 130 pounds … compiled a 20-10 
record at 140 pounds as a sophomore … state qualifier at 152 
pounds as a junior with a 36-8 record … set a then school record 

Kelley’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 20-20 10-11 8-3 1-1 4-2
2007-08 29-19 13-6 8-6 2-0 5-5
2008-09 14-16 7-9 5-3 1-0 4-1
Total 63-55 30-26 21-12 4-1 13-8

Aaron Kelley (174 pounds)

NICK
KNOWLES
Jr., 5-9
174/184
Westminster, Calif.
Calvary Chapel HS
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for most pins in a season … All-American as a senior with a 39-6 
record at 160 pounds … placed third at the Reno Tournament of 
Champions as a senior … broke his junior year record for pins in 
a season as a senior. … two-time California national team mem-
ber … 2007 Greco Roman state champion.

Personal: Son of Brock and Paulita Knowles … birthday is on 
April 11 … majoring in kinesiology at Liberty … includes bananas 
on his list of favorite snack food items … High School Musical 3 
was one of the favorite movies he saw this past year … Power 
Rangers and Teenage Mutual Nina Turtles were among his fa-
vorite television shows growing up as a child.

2009 (So.): Added depth to the Flames roster at the middle 
weight classes … only saw time on the mat at the Spartan Invi-
tational, finishing the year with a 1-2 record … posted his first 
collegiate victory, opening the Spartan Invitational with a 6-2 
decision win over York’s Dlyan Giandalia.

2008 (Fr.): Gained valuable experience during his first collegiate 
season, wrestling in four different events … posted a 0-7 record 
at 141 pounds.

Prep: Graduated from Urbana High School … finished his high 
school record with an 85.8 winning percentage and a 109-18 re-
cord … was ranked fourth in the state with a 22-6 record at 112 
pounds, before suffering a freshman season-ending knee injury 
… finished fifth at the state tournament with a 30-5 record as a 
sophomore at 125 pounds … selected first-team all-county as 
a sophomore, junior and senior … ranked second in the state 
at 130 pounds with a 24-3 record during his junior campaign … 
regional and county champion at 140 pounds with a 33-4 record 
as a senior … won all matches by fall during both regional and 
county tournaments.

Personal: Son of Richard and Tyleen Krop … birthday is on May 
12 … is a speech communications major at Liberty … would like 
to teach after graduation … lists chips, chicken in a biscuit snack 
crackers and chocolate chip cookie dough ice cream among his 
favorite snack foods … if he could live any place in the world for 
a year, it would be Germany, because it is a masculine country … 
the Power Rangers was one of his favorite shows while growing 
up as a child.

2009 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
redshirted.

Prep: Graduated from Eastern Lebanon County High School … 
posted a 70-24 record during his junior and senior seasons … 
posted a 26-14 record as a junior … county, Section 3 and District 
3 champion as a senior, finishing the year with a 44-10 record … 
placed fifth at the Southeast Regional … PIAA all-state selection.

Personal: Son of Todd and Dawn Lawrence … birthday is on 
March 11 … is a military aviation major … lists oatmeal, yogurt 
and blueberries among his favorite snack foods … would choose 
the song “I’ll Fly Away” if he had a theme song for his life … if 
he had a car that matched his personality it would be an or-
ange 2008 International MXT … if he could change his name, he 
would change it to Doulos, which means bond servant and is 
something that God has called us all to be.

Knowles’ Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 10-20 6-11 2-3 0-0 0-7
2008-09 8-9 3-1 0-2 0-0 1-2
Total 18-29 9-12 2-5 0-0 1-9

JUSTIN
KROP
Jr., 5-10
149/157
Monrovia, Md.
Urbana HS

Krop’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09 1-2 0-0 0-1 0-0 0-0
Total 1-2 0-0 0-1 0-0 0-0

BRANDON
LAWRENCE
R-Fr., 6-1
197
Myerstown, Pa.
Eastern Lebanon 
County HS



liberty Wrestling 2009-1022

MEET THE FLAMES

2009 (Sr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
redshirted.

2008 (Jr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … was 
named to the Dean’s List both semesters … one of five wrestlers 
to wrestle in different weight classes during the year … gained 
valuable wrestling experience during his first season with the 
Flames, wrestling at 141 and 149 pounds … was one of 11 wres-
tlers to reach a double-figure win total with an 12-10 overall 
record … picked up his first victory for the Flames with an 8-3 
sudden victory win over Davidson’s Carl Sandercock at the Navy 
Classic (11/17) … won the Spartan Invitational, posting a perfect 
4-0 record at 141 pounds (12/1) … opened the event with a 17-1 
technical fall (5:50) win over Washington’s Nick Centra … follow-
ing back-to-back decision wins over Stevens Institutes’ Pat Con-
rad (6-0) and York’s Ryan Catton (7-4), captured the title with an 
11-2 major decision over Elizabethtown’s Terry Bartholomew … 
posted a 2-2 record at the Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/5), 
with both wins coming by major decision … defeated George 
Mason’s Brandon Bucher (13-3) and Virginia’s Zach Anderson 
(10-2) … helped the Flames to an 18-18 draw against defend-
ing ACC champion N.C. State with a 3-2 decision win over Joe 
Langholtz … picked up a 3-2 decision win over Millersville’s Mike 
Greck to help the Flames to a first-place overall finish on the 
day at the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3) … won by fall (5:27) over 
Millersville’s Cody Becker at the NCAA East Regional champion-
ship (3/9). 
Previous School: Transferred to Liberty from Hunter College … 
finished last year with a 3.83 GPA, helping earn him NCAA Divi-
sion III Academic All-America honors.

Prep: Graduated from Brick Township High School.

Personal: Son of Terrance and Dorothy Lewis … birthday is on 
Sept. 23 … majoring in English … would like to teach or coach af-
ter gradation … lists ice cream and brownies among his favorite 

snack foods … if he was stranded on a desert island, he would 
want his Bible, water, surfboard, a yacht and sun screen with 
him … if he could live anywhere in the world for a year, it would 
be in Australia, because of the waves … Sesame Street was his 
favorite show growing up as a child.

Prep: Graduated from Fauquier High School.

Personal: Son of Michael and Donna McGuire … birthday is on 
March 17 … is intending to major in kinesiology at Liberty … lists 
his Bible, a wrestling mat, wrestling shoes, water and peanut 
butter as five items he would want if he were stranded on a des-
ert island … Italy is the country he wishes he would live in, if he 
had to live somewhere else for one year … intense, aggressive, 
explosive and mentally tough are words he used to describe 
himself on the mat.

COLLIN
LEWIS
R-Sr., 5-7
141
Brick, N.J.
Brick TWP HS
(Hunter)

Collin Lewis (141 pounds)

Lewis’ Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 12-10 4-2 1-3 1-1 3-3
2008-09 * 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Total 12-10 4-2 1-3 1-1 3-3
* - Redshirted

NEIL
MCGUIRE
Fr., 5-9
157/165
Rixeyville, Va.
Fauquier HS
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2009 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
redshirted.

2008 (Fr): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
named to the Dean’s List … led the Flames with a 13-17 record at 
133 pounds … one of 11 wrestlers to reach a double-figure victo-
ries total … posted a 2-2 record during his first collegiate tourna-
ment at the Brockport-Oklahoma Gold Classic (11/10) … picked 
up two 7-4 decisions at the event, defeating Brown’s Eli Harris 
and Bloomsburg’s Ian DeSol … finished second at the Spartan 
Invitational (12/1) with a 3-1 record … opened the event with a 
16-1 major decision over Apprentice’s Charles Wood … followed 
with decision wins over Delaware Valley’s Eric McCann (9-5) 
and Tramaine Franklin (6-5) … lost in a narrow 5-3 decision to 
Centenary’s Mike Gummerson in the title bout … placed third 
at the Virginia State Intercollegiate’s (1/5), defeating VMI’s Ryan 
Goodsell, 6-2, to place in the event … posted a 2-2 record at the 
Liberty Quad, picking up victories over Davidson’s Alex Radsky 
(decision, 6-2) and Messiah’s John Ayers (fall, 0:40) … helped the 
Flames take on the team title at the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3) 
with a pair of wins by fall … both were first period pins coming 
against Delaware State’s Kelvin Watford (1:59) and Millersville’s 
Matt Leggett (2:26).

Prep: Graduated from Raritan High School … posted an 81.1 per-
cent winning percentage as a high school wrestler with a 107-
25 combined record … three-time district champion … four-time 
conference victor … captain of his squad as a junior and senior 
… posted a 22-8 record as a freshman at 103 pounds … 13-5 at 
103 pounds as a sophomore … state qualifier at 119 pounds as 
a junior with a 33-7 record … capped off his career with a ban-
ner senior campaign, posting a 39-5 record … placed fifth at the 
state tournament.

Personal: Son of Thomas, Sr., and Rosie Mitchell … birthday is 
on July 13 … is a clinical health promotion major at Liberty … 

Catch Me If You Can, Zoolander and Vantage Point were three of 
his favorite movies watched over the last year … lists ice cream 
and chips among his favorite snack foods … during his first five 
years after graduation, he would like to attend medical school 
and get a quality fellowship … quick and ferocious are two words 
he used to describe himself on the wrestling mat.

2009 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
was accepted into the Honors program … posted a 4-7 record 
during his first season with the program … wrestled at two dif-
ferent weight classes (141 and 149 pounds) … his first win for 
the Flames was by fall, as he pinned York’s Bryan Deuber in 55 
seconds at the Spartan Invitational … also posted a 5-4 sudden 
victory decision later at the Spartan Invitational against Eliza-
bethtown’s Ronnie Cuff … won his last two bouts of the year, 
posting a 2-1 record at the Eastern Regional Duals.

Previous School: Transferred to Liberty from Georgia Perimeter 
College in Dekalb County, Ga.

Prep: Was a four-year letterwinner at Eastside High School … 
finished his prep career with a 89.6 winning percentage, as he 
posted a 215-25 record in high school … captured his area cham-
pionship as a freshman, posting a 46-13 record at 103 pounds … 
placed second in the area and third at the state championship 
with a 54-6 record at 119 pounds as a sophomore … area cham-
pion for a second time as a junior, completing the year with a 
trip to the state tournament as he was 53-4 at 130 pounds as a 
junior … area and state champion at 130 pounds as a senior, fin-
ishing the year with a 62-2 overall record … named the wrestling 
programs MVP … Heisman trophy award winner … team captain 
.. four-time Highest GPA award winner.

Personal: Son of Dwayne Montgomery and Tracy Moore … 
birthday is on Nov. 29 … majoring in finance … would like to be 
a financial planner after graduation … sour patch kids are his fa-
vorite snack food item … Boy Meets World was his favorite show 
growing up as a child … determined and focus are two words he 
uses to describe himself on the mat.

T. J.
MITCHELL
R-So., 5-6
133
Hazlet, N.J.
Raritan HS

Mitchell’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2007-08 13-17 6-9 3-0 0-0 2-2
2008-09 * 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Total 13-17 6-9 3-0 0-0 2-2
* - Redshirted

JOEY
MONTGOMERY
Jr., 5-7
149
Covington, Ga.
Eastside HS
(Georgia Perimeter)

Montgomery’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09 4-7 2-3 2-1 0-0 0-3
Total 4-7 2-3 2-1 0-0 0-3
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2009 (Fr.): Posted an 11-7 record during his first season with 
the Flames … suffered an injury at the Virginia Dual, cutting his 
season short … was one of 10 wrestlers to finish the season with 
10 or more victories … eighth on the team with six victories in 
dual matches … won five of his first six bouts of the year … began 
his collegiate career in grand fashion, winning by fall over Gard-
ner-Webb’s Cortney Roberts (4:31) … posted a 3-3 record at the 
Body Bar Invitational, including a win by fall over Maryland’s Lou 
Ruland (2:09) … was 4-1 at the Hoosier Duals, including three 
wins by decision and a 10-2 major decision victory over Ohio’s 
Tim Silvers … his only loss at the Hoosier Duals was a narrow 1-0 
decision to No. 1 Angel Escobedo of Indiana … was 2-2 at the 
Southern Scuffle, including a win by fall over UNC Greensboro’s 
Robert Gribschaw (2:53).

Prep: Was a four-year letterwinner at Colonial Forge High School 
… compiled a 167-36 career high school record, winning at an 
82.3 percent clip for the Eagles … two-time state champion ... 
three-time district and regional tournament victor … compet-
ing at 119 pounds, he finished his freshman year with a 28-11 
record, placing third at the district tournament and sixth at re-
gionals … claimed the title at the district and regional champion-
ship as a sophomore, while posting a 34-13 record … district, re-
gional and state title winner as a junior with a 50-6 mark at 125 
pounds … repeated as district, regional and state tournament 
victor as a senior … finished his final year with a 55-6 record and 
placed fourth at the Beast of the East tournament.

Personal: Son of Dan and Jacqueline Pantaleo … birthday is on 
June 30 … comes from a long line of collegiate wrestlers, as his 
father and uncle, Michael, wrestled at Olivet College … is the 
nephew of current Flames assistant coach Joe Pantaleo, who 
was a two-time national runner-up at Michigan … undecided 
about his major at Liberty … lists Emperor’s New Groove, the 
Lion King and Vision Quest among the top movies he saw this 
past year … within five years of graduating, he would like to win 
a national freestyle tournament … aggressive and enduring are 
two words he uses to describe himself on the mats.

2009 (R-So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll 
… finished the year with a 2-6 record in limited action at heavy-
weight … posted his first win of the year by fall with a first-period 
pin over Cumberlands Jaron Singley at the Hoosier Duals (1:06) 
… picked up his second victory of the year with a 3-0 decision 
over Lehigh’s Justin Allen at the Nittany Lion Open.

2008 (So.): Redshirted.

2007 (Fr.): Posted the team’s second most victories at heavy-
weight, finishing the year with an 8-4 record … after dropping an 
opening round match, reeled off six straight wins to finish third 
at the Spartan Invitational (12/2) … placed sixth at the Virginia 
State Intercollegiates (1/6) … opened the event with a 3-1 deci-
sion over Virginia’s Jack Danilkowicz … helped the Flames to a 
36-9 dual match victory over Messiah, picking up a 9-5 decision 
over Ethan Bucarey.

Prep: Graduated from Foxcroft Academy … finished his three-
year high school career with a 110-10 record (91.7 winning per-
centage) … did not compete during his freshman season … was 
a three-time Penobscot Valley Conference, regional and state 
champion … posted a 28-9 record at 215 pounds as a sopho-
more … posted a perfect 38-0 record as a junior at 215 pounds, 
placing sixth at the New England Championships … culminated 

JOE
PANTALEO
So., 5-7
125/133
Stafford, Va.
Colonial Forge HS

Pantaleo’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09  11-7 6-2 3-1 0-1 1-0
Total 11-7 6-2 3-1 0-1 1-0

JOSH
PELLETIER
R-Jr., 6-2
285
Charleston, Maine
Foxcroft Academy HS

Josh Pelletier (285 pounds)
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his prep career with a 44-1 record at 275 pounds … was the New 
England Champion as a senior.

Personal: Son of Maynard and Lorrie Pelletier … birthday is 
on June 14 … comes from an athletic family as his brother, Ca-
leb, wrestled at West Point … majoring in criminal justice … his 
dream job is to work for the border patrol or FBI … the event he 
is most looking forward to this year is the NCAA East Regional, 
as he hopes to have a chance to qualify for the NCAA National 
Championship … when he was growing up, he wanted to be-
come a helicopter pilot.

2009-10 Team Captain

2010 (R-Jr.): Enters the year ranked No. 16 at 165 pounds by 
D1CollegeWrestling.com.

2009 (Jr.): Entered the year ranked No. 18 at 165 pounds by 
NWCA … ranked No. 19 in the W.I.N. Preseason Top 20 … red-
shirted.

2008 (So.): Named to the NWCA All-Academic Team, helping 
Liberty finish the year ranked No. 3 nationally in the final NWCA 
2007-08 All-Academic Wrestling Team listing with a 3.286 team 
GPA … selected as a member of the Big South Presidential Honor 
Roll … selected to the inaugural VaSID all-state team, garnering 
second-team all-state honors … ranked third on the squad in to-
tal victories, finishing the campaign with a 28-19 overall record 
… led the team in matches decided by major decision, posting 
an 11-3 mark … ranked third on the team with a 7-2 record in 
matches decided by fall … was fourth on the squad with a 12-9 
record in dual matches … opened the year with a third-place 
finish at the Brockport-Oklahoma Gold Classic (11/10), posting 
a 5-1 record … reeled off four-straight major decision wins, be-
fore taking Brown’s Chris Musser, 6-5, in the third-place bout … 
placed second at the Navy Classic (11/17) with a 4-1 record … 

two wins by fall, a major and a regular decision propelled him 
into the title bout, where he dropped a narrow 5-4 decision to 
Bucknell’s Andrew Rendos … was 3-2 at the Nittany Lion Clas-
sic (12/2), including a win by fall (2:54) over Old Dominion’s 
T.J Pendleton … won 10 of his last 13 regular-season matches 
… opened the successful stretch with a 9-5 decision over N.C. 
State’s Jalil Dozier, helping the Flames to a 18-18 draw against 
the defending ACC champions (1/12) … was a perfect 3-0 at 
the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3), including a technical fall vic-
tory over Duquesne’s Matt Gregg (20-5) and a win by fall (2:50) 
over Gardner-Webb’s Brendan Couture … captured his second 
straight NCAA East Regional title at 165 pounds with a major 
decision win over Gardner-Webb’s Brendan Couture and a win 
by fall (6:24) over Delaware State’s Brandon Gardner (3/9) … 
captured Liberty’s first-ever NCAA National Championship win-
ners bracket victory, upsetting No. 16 Kurt Swartz, out of Boise 
State, in an opening round 7-4 decision (3/20) … picked up a 9-2 
decision over Cleveland State’s Marcus Effner in the consolida-
tion bracket, becoming one of two Liberty wrestlers to advance 
to the round of 16.

2007 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
one of four Liberty wrestlers to advance to the NCAA National 
Championships … wrestled the entire season at 165 pounds … 
ranked second on the team with 33 individual victories … posted 
a 71.7 percent winning percentage (33-13) … led the team with 
10 wins by major decision … posted a 10-2 record in matches 
decided by major decision … ranked second on the team with 
12 matches won by fall … posted a 12-1 record in matches de-
cided by fall … led the team with 18 victories in dual matches … 
posted an 18-4 record in dual matches … opened his collegiate 
career with three-straight victories at the Hokie Classic (11/5), 
including two wins by fall … posted a 5-2 record at the Navy 
Classic (11/5), finishing fifth in the event … finished off his run at 
the Navy Classic with a 7-0 blanking of Duquesne’s Cody Midlam 
… 3-0 at the Liberty Quad, including a 10-2 major decision win 
over James Madison’s Jeff Jacobs (11/22) … 2-2 at the Nittany 
Lion Classic (12/3), including a 9-0 major decision over Michigan 
State’s Nick Shafer … 4-2 at the Reno Tournament of Champions 
(12/20), with three of his four victories coming by fall … was 2-1 
at the Virginia State Intercollegiates, finishing third at the event 
… closed out the event with back-to-back major decision victo-
ries, including a 9-1 win over VMI’s John Burton for third place 
… 2-1 at the Virginia Duals (1/12-13), including wins by fall over 
The Citadel’s Zachary Filter (4:35) and Arizona State’s Cam Smith 
(3:20) … was 2-0 at the NCAA East Regional, with both victories 
coming via major decision … entered the NCAA National Cham-
pionship riding an 11-match winning streak and having won 13 
out of his last 14 matches.

Prep: Graduated from Parkersburg South High School … finished 
his high school career with a 134-27 record (83.2 winning per-
centage) …finished his freshman year with a 27-12 record at 119 
pounds, helping him place second at the state championship … 
posted a 27-5 record as a sophomore at 135 pounds en route 
to a state championship … finished second at the state cham-

Pelletier’s Career record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 8-4 1-0 0-2 0-0 0-0
2007-08 * 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
2008-09  2-6 1-3 1-0 0-0 0-0
Total 10-10 2-3 1-2 0-0 0-0
* - Redshirted

CHAD
PORTER
R-Jr., 6-0
165
Washington, W.Va.
Parkersburg 
South HS
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pionship as a junior with a 37-6 record at 152 pounds … also 
placed sixth at the Ironman Championship during his junior year 
… posted a 43-4 record as a senior at 152 pounds en route to a 
state championship … finished second at the Reno Tournament 
of Champions as a senior and seventh at the Ironman Champi-
onship, which enabled him to finish the season ranked nation-
ally … in other high school action, he was a two-time NHSCA 
Open champion.

Personal: Son of Gary and Tammy Porter … birthday is on June 
9 … is a biology major at Liberty, with a pre-med focus … would 
like to pursue a career in radiology after graduation … lists sun-
flower seeds as his favorite snack food … if he had to live some-
where else for a year, he would want to live on the West Coast 
… uses the word unorthodox to describe his wrestling ability … 
if he is trapped inside all day because of weather, he likes to fill 
his time playing Call of Duty on his Xbox. 

Prep: Graduated from Blanche Ely High School, where he was 
a four-year varsity letterwinner … posted a 74.8 high school 
winning percentage (95-32), wrestling in three different weight 
classes (135, 145 and 152 pounds) … two-time district cham-
pion … three-time state qualifier … posted a 12-10 record at 
135 pounds as a freshman … captured his first district title and 
qualified for the state championship with a 24-10 record as a 
sophomore … moved up to 145 pounds as a junior, posting a 
35-7 record … regional runner-up and state qualifier as a junior 
… finished off his high school career with a 24-5 record as a se-
nior … district runner-up and state qualifier.

Personal: Son of Julian Rodriguez … birthday is on May 24 … ma-
joring in kinesiology … is hoping to pursue a career as a physical 
therapist after graduation … lists apple sauce and cereal among 
his favorite snack foods … if he could live anywhere in the world 
for a year, it would be South Korea, because his mother is Ko-
rean and he would love to experience the culture.

2009 (Fr.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
finished his first season with the Flames with a 2-5 record … 
saw time on the mat in three different weight classes (165, 174 
and 184 pounds) … finished the Spartan Invitational with a 2-2 
record … both of his victories at the Spartan Invitational were 
by fall … recorded a first-period pin (1:17) against Apprentice’s 
Anthony Damico … followed with a victory by fall over Del Val’s 
Zack Marlatt (4:57).

Prep: Graduated from Bellarmine College Preparatory in San 
Jose Calif. … was a four-year letterwinner, wrestling at a differ-
ent weight class each year … posted a 73.2 high school winning 
percentage as he was 115-42 for the Bellarmine Bells … was 
20-17 as a freshman at 130 pounds … posted his best winning 
percentage (80.0 percent) with a 20-5 mark as a sophomore at 
140 pounds … was 36-10 as a junior at 160 pounds … dropped 
back a weight class during his senior year, posting a 39-10 mark 
at 152 pounds.

Personal: Son of Rudy and Julie Sanchez … birthday is on March 
16 … majoring in business management at Liberty … listed Ice 

Porter’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 33-13 18-4 12-1 1-0 10-2
2007-08  28-19 12-9 7-2 1-0 11-3
2008-09 * 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Total 61-32 30-13 19-3 2-0 21-5
* - Redshirted

MIGUEL
RODRIGUEZ
Fr., 5-7
133/141
N. Lauderdale, Fla.
Blanche Ely HS

ELI
SANCHEZ
So., 6-0
174/184
San Jose, Calif.
Bellarmine College
Preparatory

Eli Sanchez (174/184 pounds)
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Age 1, 2 and 3 and Land Before Time 1 and 2 among some of 
his favorite movies he saw this past year … chips are his favorite 
snack food … if he could live anywhere in the world for a year it 
would be Lynchburg, Va., because he loves Liberty.

Previous School: Transferred to Liberty from Lakehead Univer-
sity in Ontario, Canada … wrestled two years for the Thunder-
wolves … as a freshman, he was a silver metal finalist at the ju-
nior nationals … as a sophomore, he was a bronze metal finalist 
as the Ontario Senior Provincials.

Prep: Graduated from Highwood High School … second-place 
freestyle finisher at the Cadet National Championship as a soph-
omore … team Canada member as a junior … Greco national 
champion as a senior.

Personal: Son of John Fetchko and Eldora Schug … birthday is 
on July 31 … majoring in Biblical studies … would like to pursue 
missionary work after graduation … among the favorite movies 
he saw last year are Braveheart, The Patriot, The Dark Knight, 

Amistad and Evil under the Sun … flint and steel, a knife, a sleep-
ing bag, first aid kit and a boat are items he wishes he could 
have with him if he were stranded on a desert island … Fresh 
Prince of Belaire was his favorite show growing up as a child … 
he came to Liberty to help build a foundation for his relationship 
with Christ.

Prep: Graduate of Franklin County High School … four-year let-
terwinner … district runner-up and state Judo champion as a 
junior … team captain as a senior … wrestled up during the sea-
son, but still captured the district title as a senior … also took 
home his second-straight state Judo title.

Personal: Birthday is on April 26 … undecided about his major 
at Liberty … Ireland would be the one place he would choose if 
he had to live somewhere for a year, because the weather and 
scenery are amazing … technical and always in great condition 
are words he uses to describe himself athletically. 

2009-10 Team Captain

2009 (Jr.): NCAA national qualifier at 157 pounds … one of 10 
wrestlers to finish the season with 10 or more victories … posted 
an 11-15 overall record, wrestling in two different weight classes 
(157 and 165 pounds) … helped Liberty to one of two team dual 
victories at the Hoosier Duals with a 9-6 decision over Cumber-
lands Justin Swilling … picked up a 5-4 decision over Wyoming’s 
Brock Smith at the Reno Tournament of Champions … was one 
of three Flames to pick up a victory against No. 22 Penn at the 
Virginia Duals, with a 2-1 decision over Jake Hunter … helped 
Liberty pick up a 27-12 dual victory over Campbell with an 8-4 

Sanchez’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09  2-5 0-3 2-2 0-1 0-0
Total 2-5 0-3 2-2 0-1 0-0

JOSHUA
SCHUG
Jr., 6-5
285
Alberta, Canada
Highwood HS
(Lakehead)

Shaun Smith (157 pounds)

JUSTIN
SMITH
Fr., 5-7
149
Boones Mill, Va.
Franklin County HS

SHAUN
SMITH
Sr., 5-10
157
Washington, W.Va.
Parkersburg
South HS
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decision over Jake Fose … won his last seven matches of the reg-
ular season, beginning with three straight at the East Regional 
Duals … helped the Flames finish off a 38-9 dual victory over VMI 
with an 11-1 major decision win over Michael Long … recorded 
three wins at the NCAA East Regional Qualifier to capture the 
title and earn his first trip to the NCAA national championship 
… earned the title with a 4-3 overtime victory over Delaware 
State’s Brandon Gardner in the championship bout … fell to No. 
3 Gregor Gillespie of Edinboro in the opening round of the NCAA 
national championship event … dropped out of the event after a 
4-1 decision loss to Virginia’s Jeff Moore. 

2008 (So.): Named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll … 
posted a 14-16 at 157 pounds … ranked sixth on the team with 
seven dual match victories (7-7) … placed fourth at the season-
opening Brockport/Oklahoma Gold Classic with a 3-2 record 
(11/10) … opened the Navy Classic with a 5-2 decision over 
Joe Butcher from the host institution (11/17) … picked up vic-
tories over Oregon’s Jeremy McLaughlin and Duke’s Mike Bell 
at the Hoosier Duals (11/24) … posted an 8-2 win over Virginia 
Tech’s Mark Czarny at the Southern Scuffle (12/29) … helped the 
Flames to a 18-18 dual match tie against defending ACC cham-
pion N.C. State with a 4-1 win over Anthony Badaracco (1/12) … 
opened the Wendy’s Big Classic Duals against the nation’s No. 
1 wrestler at 157 pounds, Mike Poeta, falling in an 8-1 decision 
(1/20) … helped the Flames pick up three dual match victories at 
the Liberty Quad (1/26), defeating Davidson’s Scott Matthews in 
a 17-3 major decision and The Citadel’s Keith Koziel in a 6-4 deci-
sion … helped the Flames to a 30-12 dual match victory over in-
state rival VMI with a 9-3 decision over Andrew Dionee (2/22).

2007 (Fr.): Finished the season with a 19-18 overall record at 
157 pounds … one of six wrestlers on the team to conclude the 
year with a winning record … 10-9 in dual matches … began his 
collegiate career with a 5-1 decision victory over Anderson’s 
Hunter Gardner at the Hokie Classic (11/5), helping Liberty to a 
37-3 dual win … 4-2 at the Navy Classic (11/18), finishing fourth 
in the event … opened his stay at the Navy Classic with a 9-1 ma-
jor decision over George Mason’s Dan Cook … 3-2 at the Virginia 
State Intercollegiates (1/6), placing fourth in the tournament … 
recorded a 5-4 decision win over Wilkes Andrew Franko (1/20), 
starting a season-best four-match winning streak … helped the 
Flames to a 30-13 dual match victory over VMI with a win by fall 
(5:26) over Vince Cole (2/15) … concluded the winning streak 
with a 5-1 decision victory over UNC Greensboro’s Nathan Ber-
ryman (2/21) ... picked up a 5-2 decision victory over Gardner-
Webb’s Brendan Couture at the NCAA East Regional (3/4).

Prep: Graduated from Parkersburg South High School … fin-
ished his high school career with a 95-25 record (79.2 winning 
percentage) … posted a 28-11 record as a sophomore at 135 
pounds … placed fifth at the state championship and claimed 
the regional title during his sophomore season … recorded a 
32-7 mark as a junior at 140 pounds … claimed the regional and 
state championship as a junior and finished fifth at the Ironman 
Invitational and seventh at the Reno Tournament of Champions 

… winner of the Most Outstanding Wrestler award as a junior … 
set a team record for takedowns during his junior year … capped 
off his prep career with a 35-7 record at 145 pounds … placed 
fifth at the Ironman Invitational, claimed the regional champi-
onship and finished second at the state invitational during his 
final prep season … two-time NHSCA National Open Wrestling 
champion … 2004 Eastern National champion.

Personal: Son of Ed and Lisa Smith … birthday is on Oct. 24 … 
graduated last summer with a sport management degree … is 
currently pursuing his master degree in management and lead-
ership … if he could live anywhere in the world for a year it 
would be San Diego, Calif., because of the warm weather … Boy 
Meets World was one of his favorite television shows growing 
up … if he is stuck inside all day because of the weather, you will 
find him playing video games and watching television. 

2009 (Jr.): Saw limited time on the mat throughout the year, 
dropping two matches at the Southern Scuffle … was 0-2 on the 
season at 184 pounds … dropped a 10-2 major decision to even-
tual sixth-place finisher Chris Honeycutt to open the Southern 
Scuffle … bowed out of the event after a 4-2 decision loss to 
Navy’s Casey Caldwell.

2008 (So.): Added depth for the Flames at both 165 and 174 
pounds … posted a combined 5-12 overall record … one of five 
grapplers to wrestle at two different weight classes during the 
season … opened the year with a 12-11 decision over Army’s 
Tim Dean at the Brockport-Oklahoma Gold Classic (11/10) … 
posted a 2-2 mark at the Navy Classic (11/17), including decision 
victories over George Mason’s Greg Scott (9-7) and Campbell’s 
Eric Wischusen (6-5) … picked up a 6-3 decision victory over 
VMI’s Jamey Gordon at the Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/5) 
… won an 11-7 decision over Delaware State’s Brandon Gardner 
to help the Flames to a 39-15 dual victory over the Hornets, en 
route to winning the Eastern Regional Duals (2/3).

S. Smith’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 19-18 10-9 1-0 0-0 2-4
2007-08  14-16 7-7 0-0 0-0 3-2
2008-09  11-15 7-6 2-0 0-1 1-1
Total 44-49 24-22 3-0 0-1 6-6

JOSEPH
SON
R-Jr., 6-0
184
Lawrenceville, Ga.
Peachtree Ridge HS
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2007 (Fr.): Posted a 3-15 overall record … wrestled at both 165 
(3-7) and 174 (0-8) pounds … picked up his first collegiate vic-
tory with a 9-2 decision over Frank Perkoski Gloucester C.C. at 
the Spartan Invitational (12/2) … followed the win with another 
victory, as he defeated College of New Jersey’s Ryan McCabe in 
overtime, 5-3 (SV), at the Spartan Invitational.

Prep: Graduated from Peachtree Ridge High School … finished 
his three-year career with a 110-39 record (73.8 winning per-
centage) … was a Gwinnett County Honorable Mention selec-
tion as a sophomore at 171 pounds … posted a 52-13 record 
as a junior at both 171 and 189 pounds … placed sixth at the 
Gwinnett Country tournament as a junior and was one match 
away from placing at the Georgia State Championship … capped 
off his prep career with a 47-4 record at 171 and 189 pounds, 
helping him garner a Gwinnett County Championship … was 
named the Outstanding Wrestler at the Blackhorse Invitational 
as he claimed the championship … Region 7AAAAA champion 
as a senior … also was a varsity letterwinner in football, starting 
at nose guard as a sophomore … four-year member of the high 
school Philharmonic Orchestra, earning a letter each year … was 
a member of the Gwinnett County Youth Symphony.

Personal: Son of Jong-Gyu and Eun-hee Son … birthday is on 
March 30 … majoring in music education at Liberty … would 
like to teach after graduation … lists anything the team is not 
allowed to have during the regular season as his favorite snack 
foods … if he could choose one place to live for year it would be 
Hawaii, because he could surf and live the simple life … Power 
Rangers was his favorite television show growing up as a child … 
being a music major is something that sets him apart from oth-
ers … lists his parents as the people he admires the most in life, 
because of their hard work habits and their unconditional love. 

Prep: Graduated from Indian River High School … four-year 
letterwinner … won two letters at the junior varsity level and 
two at the varsity level … posted a combined 72-30 high school 
record (70.6 winning percentage) … finished his junior season 
with a 21-8 record at 119 pounds .. district champion as a junior, 
while finishing fourth at the regional tournament and qualifying 
for the state championship … district and regional champion as 
a senior … posted a 36-4 record during his senior year, where 
he eventually placed fourth at the state championship at 119 
pounds.

Personal: Son of Michael and Renita Spencer … birthday is on 
April 4 … graphic design major … lists Transformers 2, G.I. Joe 
and the latest Harry Porter movie among the top movies he saw 
this past year … if he was stranded on a desert island, he would 
want to have along with him his Bible, a water supply, fruit, mu-
sic and sun tan lotion … if he could live anywhere for a year it 
would be Germany, because he took German during high school 
and loves the food … Tom and Jerry was one of his favorite tele-
vision shows growing up as a child.

Prep: Graduated from Eastside High School, where he won over 
200 matches … posted an impressive 92.3 high school winning 
percentage (203-17) … two-time state champion … posted a 
46-8 record as freshman, where he finished third at the state 
championship at 103 pounds … captured his first state title at 
103 pounds as a sophomore, finishing the year with a 54-2 re-
cord … wrestled at 119 pounds as a junior and senior … finished 
second at the state championship event as a junior, finishing the 

Son’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 3-15 0-6 0-5 0-1 0-4
2007-08  5-12 1-4 0-5 0-0 0-6
2008-09 0-5 0-1 0-1 0-0 0-0
Total 8-22 1-11 0-11 0-1 0-10

Joseph Son (184 pounds)

MIKE
SPENCER
Fr., 5-6
133
Chesapeake, Va.
Indian River HS

JOEL
STAFFORD
Fr., 5-6
125
Oxford, Ga.
Eastside HS
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year with a 52-3 record … captured the state title as a senior at 
119 pounds, completing the year with a 51-4 record.

Personal: Son of Bill and Jill Stafford … birthday is on April 30 
… is an interdisciplinary studies major … would like to pursue 
a career as an attorney after college … lists Doritos, Gold Fish, 
almonds and granola bars among his favorite snack foods … if 
he could live anywhere for a year it would be New Zealand, as 
he brother lived there and he loves new experiences … Power 
Ranges and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are among his favor-
ite childhood television shows.

Prep: Graduated from Dunedin High School … four-time state 
qualifier … placed third at the state championship at 160 pounds 
as a junior … finished up his senior year with a 24-2 record at 
171 pounds … state runner-up as a senior … was also a part of a 
two-time district championship football program.

Personal: Son of Leroy and Twana Shackelford … birthday is on 
Feb. 27 … undecided about his major … Twix candy bars are his 
favorite snack food item … if he could live anywhere in the world 
for a year it would be in China, because he loves the country’s 
history … used the word learner to describe himself athletically, 
because he always wants to find out more about the sport to 
make himself better.

2009 (Fr.): Saw limited action, only competing for the Flames 
at the Southern Scuffle … posted a 0-2 record at 157 pounds … 
dropped his opening match to Bloomsburg’s Mike Wechsler by 
major decision, 12-2 … was eliminated from the event in a 3-0 
decision loss to Appalachian State’s Brett Houghton.

Prep: Graduated from William Byrd High School … three-time 
district champion … placed at the regional tournament all four 
years of high school … finished second at the district champion-
ship and fifth at the regionals as a freshman at 112 pounds … 
district champion as a sophomore at 112 pounds, while placing 
second at the regional tournament … posted a 37-12 record as 
a junior at 135 pounds, finishing first at the district and second 
at the regional championship … also placed second in the Greco 
and Freestyle state tournament … capped off his high school re-
cord with a 39-3 season at 145 pounds … captured the district 
title, while placing third at the regional and state championships 
… NOVA Classic winner … Turner Ashby and Big Orange cham-
pion … posted a 5-0 record at the Virginia Duals.

Personal: Son of Dean and Jenna Thompson … birthday is on 
May 10 … majoring in sport management … would like to be 
an athletic director after graduation … lists bananas, Oreos and 
peanut butter among his favorite snack food items … if he could 
spend one year anywhere in the world it would be Australia, 
because it looks like an awesome place … if he had a theme song 
for his life, it would be “My Father’s Eyes” by Eric Clapton.

2009 (Jr.): Was not with the program … was granted a redshirt 
season.

2008 (So.): Finished the year with an 1-8 record at 149 pounds 
… saw action in six different events … posted his lone victory of 
the year during his final time on the mat … helped the Flames 
pick up an opening 38-3 dual victory over Duquesne at the East-
ern Regional Duals with a 7-5 decision over Brad Shrum.

ANTONIO
TALLEY

Fr., 5-9
174

Clearwater, Fla.
Dunedin HS

AARON
THOMPSON

So., 5-10
174/184

Vinton, Va.
William Byrd HS

Thompson’s Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2008-09 0-2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1
Total 0-2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1

SAM
WALTERS
R-Jr., 5-9
141
Hereford, Pa.
Upper Perkiomen HS

Walters’ Career Record
Year Season Dual Fall TF Major Dec.
2006-07 20-14 8-4 5-1 0-0 3-3
2007-08  1-8 1-3 0-2 0-0 0-1
2008-09 * 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Total 21-22 9-7 5-3 0-0 3-4
* - Not with the program during the 2008-09 season
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2007 (Fr. ): Finished the year with a 20-14 overall record at 133 
pounds … one of six wrestlers to record 20 or more victories on 
the year … 8-4 dual match record … 5-1 in matches determined 
by fall … 3-3 in matches decided by major decision … picked up 
his first collegiate victory with a 9-3 decision win over Camp-
bell’s Trevour Smith in a tri-match at N.C. State (11/18) … 5-3 
at the Nittany Lion Classic (12/3), finishing the event in eighth 
place … two of his five wins were by fall against King College’s 
Shad Rissler (3:57) and Clarion’s Rob Labrake (5:42) … 2-2 at the 
Reno Tournament of Champions (12/20), including a major deci-
sion win, 14-3, over Southern Oregon’s Junior Valladolid … 3-2 
at the Virginia State Intercollegiates (1/6), placing fourth in the 
state event … recorded a major decision win over George Ma-
son’s Mostafa Ibrahim, 14-3 … recorded two decision wins at the 
Virginia Duals (The Citadel’s Matthew Leach, 3-2, and Arizona 
State’s Angel Alegre, 4-0) … pinned Messiah’s Alex DeHart (5:45) 
… helped Liberty to a 30-13 dual match victory over VMI with a 
win by fall (1:35) against Lance Long … picked up a 3-2 decision 
win over Duquesne’s Brad Cipriani at the NCAA East Regional.

Prep: Graduated from Upper Perkiomen High School … finished 
his high school career with a 123-47 record (72.4 winning per-
centage) … letterwinner as a freshman with a 10-10 record at 
125 pounds … finished his sophomore season with a 33-14 re-
cord at 130 pounds … was a sectional and district champion as a 
sophomore and he placed fifth at the regional champion … state 
qualifier as a junior with a 41-14 overall record at 130 pounds 
… finished second at the district championship as a junior and 
placed third at the sectional and regional championships … fin-
ished his career with a 39-9 record as a senior at 140 pounds … 
sectional and district champion as a senior and he finished fifth 
at regionals.

Personal: Son of Lance of Vickie Walters … birthday is on May 
13 … majoring in sport management … if he was stranded on a 

desert island, he would want to have the following five items 
along with him: knife, boat, compass, matches and clothes … 
if he could live anywhere in the world it would be in Europe, 
as he would love to be able to backpack through the different 
countries … according him, what sets wrestling apart from any 
other sport is that it is a one-on-one battle and only the best on 
that day will win.

Prep: Graduate of Christiansburg High School … posted a 128-
35 record for the Demons (78.5 winning percentage) … placed 
fifth at the state championships as a sophomore (285 pounds) 
and junior (215 pounds) … finished his senior year with a 52-2 
record, en route to a state championship at 215 pounds … as a 
senior, he had a fifth-place finish at the Ironman Beast of the 
East Championship.

Personal: Son of Charles and Jonna Weber … birthday is on 
Sept. 8 … history major … would like to teach after graduation … 
Transformers 2 was one of the top movies he saw this past year 
… if he could live anywhere in the world for a year, it would be 
Ireland … a golf cart would be his choice for a personal vehicle 
that fits his personality, because it is laid back but still gets the 
job done … hard worker and a never-quit attitude are ways he 
would describe himself on the athletic field.

Prep: Graduate of Bayside High School, where he posted a 106-
26 record for the Marlins (80.2 winning percentage) … three-
time all-district and regional qualifier … posted a 32-8 record 
at 171 pounds as a freshman … finished his sophomore season 
with a 27-7 mark at 189 pounds … increased his win total by 
five as a junior (32-7) at 189 pounds … posted a 14-4 record as 
a senior.Sam Walters (141 pounds)

JON
WEBER
Fr., 6-1
197
Radford, Va.
Christiansburg HS

LARRY
WESTRY

Fr., 5-8
197

Virginia Beach, Va.
Bayside HS
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Personal: Birthday is on Nov. 3 … business major … would like to 
eventually end up as a CEO (Chief Executive Officer) after gradu-
ation … cookies are among his favorite snack foods … is most 
appreciative of head coach Jesse Castro and how he has helped 
him start to make the transition from high school to college 
competition … if he would live anywhere in the world it would 
be New York City, because he has never been to a bid city.

Prep: Posted a 62.1 winning percentage in four years of com-
petition at Rustburg High School … compiled a 77-47 record for 
the Red Devils … four-year varsity letterwinner … voted Most 
Improved as a freshman … regional qualifier and placed fourth 
in the Seminole District championship as a sophomore … post-
ed a 21-12 record as a junior, placing second at the Seminole 
District championship, fourth at Region III and qualified for the 
state championship … Team MVP as a senior after posting a 35-6 
record … placed second at both the Seminole District champion-
ship and the Region III event … Rustburg Male Athlete of the 
Year as a senior … recipient of the VHSL Academic Achievement 
Award.

Personal: Son of James and Wanda Williamson … birthday is on 
Feb. 15 … plans to pursue a social sciences degree at Liberty 
… would like to be a high school history teacher after college 
… if he could live one place in the world for a year it would be 
Greece, because he loves the history of ancient Greece and he 
wants to see the ruins … Power Rangers was among one of his 
favorite childhood television shows … he came to Liberty be-
cause he wanted to get a Christian-based education … uses the 
words determined, humble and hard working to describe him-
self athletically. 

2009 (Fr.): Posted an 8-11 record in his first year with the pro-
gram … wrestled at two different weight classes (197 and 285 
pounds) … wrestled the first half of the season at 197 pounds, 
but had his most success at heavyweight where he posted a 6-2 
record … picked up his first collegiate victory in a 3-1 decision 
over Cumberlands’ Rober Nusekabel at the Hoosier Duals … 
posted a 6-3 decision win over Eric Brennan, helping Liberty pick 
up 25-16 dual victory over Northern Colorado at the Virginia Du-
als … finished third at the NCAA East Regional Qualifier at heavy-
weight … was named to the University Honor Roll in the fall.

KEITH
WILLIAMSON

Fr., 5-8
285

Rustburg, Va.
Rustburg HS

ANDREW
WILSON
So., 6-1
285
Anchorage, Alaska
East Anchorage HS
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Prep: Graduate from East Anchorage High School … posted an 
impressive 92.5 winning percentage winning 98 out of 106 high 
school bouts … was 18-4 as a freshman at 171 pounds … posted 
a 22-3 record as a sophomore at 189 pounds … state runner as a 
junior with a 31-1 record at 215 pounds … NHCA Junior National 
Champion … posted an unblemished mark of 27-0 as a senior 
to capture the state championship … four-time member of the 
National Honor Society … also was a state champion swimmer.

Personal: Son of Mark and Cynthia Wilson … birthday is on Jan. 
22 … would like to pursue a degree in electrical engineering at 
Liberty … Return of the Jedi was the best movie he saw within 
the last year … if he could live anywhere in the world for a year 
it would be Southern France … would like to have “Eye of the 
Tiger” as his life’s theme song.
 

Previous School: Transferred to Liberty from Slippery Rock Uni-
versity in Slippery Rock, Pa. 

Prep: Graduate of Eastern Lebanon County High School … four-
year letterwinner … posted a 163-21 career record for the Raid-
ers (88.6 percent) … qualified for the district champion as a 
freshman … regional qualifier as a sophomore … made his first 
trip to the state championship event as a junior … placed fifth 
at the PIAA stats championship during his senior year, as well as 
capturing a district championship.

Personal: Son of Leon and Donna Ziegler … birthday is on Dec. 
10 … physical education major … would like to teach after gradu-
ation … if he could live anywhere in the world for a year it would 
be in the Amazon, because of the amazing animals that live 
there … Tom and Jerry was his favorite television show growing 
up as a child. 

DAVID
ZIELGER
Jr., 5-7
157/165
Myerstown, Pa.
Eastern Lebanaon 
County HS

Bethany Barber Amarie Mitchell

Nikki Smith Cody Sole

Sally Volstad Kaitlyn Weichmann

Ashton Whitaker
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