


O
n March 26, 2007, a crisp and cool spring
morning in Lynchburg, Liberty’s Director of
Athletics Jeff Barber stepped to the microphone

in the Grand Lobby of the DeMoss Learning Center to
announce the seventh men’s basketball coach in program
history.  Barber poetically stated that there was “one person,
one coach who was the right person for the right place at the
perfect time.” 

That person is Ritchie McKay, a man who brings a wealth
of head coaching experience to Liberty Mountain, is inspired
by the mission of the late Dr. Jerry Falwell of building a
world-class Christian university and has a passion for the
game of basketball.

“We are extremely fortunate to have a coach like Ritchie
McKay join the Liberty University family,” stated Barber
upon McKay’s hiring. “He brings with him a wealth of
experience that will allow our basketball program to move
to the highest level. Not only is he an outstanding coach,
but even more, he is a man of

superior character who will build our program with
class and integrity.” 

McKay hit the ground running once he arrived
on Liberty Mountain, quickly assembling a 2008
recruiting class that Basketball Times ranked at
No. 48 on its Top 50 list.  Liberty joined eight
other schools which are not a part of a BCS
football power conference.

The impressive fall signing class consisted of
Seth Curry, Brolin Floyd, Carter McMasters and
Austin Smith.

The Basketball Times ranking came after the
2007 fall early signing period and does not
include two impressive signings that came during
the spring of 2008. Both Jesse Sanders and Bill
Weaver decommitted from institutions when each
head coach left their respective programs.

Sanders decommitted from a verbal agreement with
Conference USA member Rice to attend Liberty, while Weaver
did the same at Brown. Needless to say, with McKay adding
two talented recruits in the spring of 2008, the class of
2008 recruiting class would have been ranked even higher
by Basketball Times.

“I have never had a Top 50 recruiting class,” said McKay.
“This is a real special group and they will help lay

the foundation of what

we are building. I think they
will also reflect a great sense of
commitment to the university
and its mission”

Liberty marks McKay’s
fifth head coaching stint, and
his first east of the
Mississippi, after stops in the
Big Sky, Mountain West, Pac-
10 and WAC conferences.
With the experience and
success that McKay brought
with him to Liberty, the true
nature of how special his
first Liberty recruiting class
can be, is reflected in the
national recognition it’s
received prior to the
sextet’s arrival on campus.

With his recruiting accolades aside, McKay’s inaugural
season at Liberty was one of improvements.  McKay guided
the Flames to their first non-losing season in four years,
setting three-point shooting records along the way. McKay’s
squad had a penchant for hitting the trey, setting Liberty
records in three-point field goals (288) and attempts (772),
while finishing the year with the third-best success rate
(37.3 percent) in school history.    

Under McKay’s tutelage, an already talented Anthony
Smith reached new heights. As a junior, Smith was the only
player in the nation during the 2008 season to attempt at
least 200 three-point field goals and succeed on at least 50
percent of his field goal attempts (51.5) and 40 percent of
his three-point field goal attempts (41.0). Smith was one of
five players in the nation to accomplish the same feat, while
attempting at least 100 three-point field goals. The other
players were Mario Chalmers (Kansas), Lee Cummard (BYU),
Malik Hairston (Oregon) and James Harden (Arizona State).
Cummard was co-Mountain West Conference Player of the
Year, with former McKay recruit and player J.R. Giddens of
New Mexico. 

Under McKay’s guidance, TeeJay Bannister finished the
season ranked No. 3 in the nation in assists (224 assists).
Bannister’s assist mark is a Liberty Division I record, the
second-best mark overall in the Liberty annals, serves as the
second-best mark in Big South history. Bannister became
only the fifth player in conference history to reach the 200-

assist plateau in a season.
McKay oversaw a successful campaign from

forward Alex McLean as well. McLean was named to
the Big South All-Conference first team. The honor
marked the sixth-straight year, Liberty has placed a
player on the first team, tying the second-best streak
in conference history. The streak also serves as the
longest current streak among conference teams. 

McKay, 43, came to Liberty from New Mexico,
where he spent five seasons at the helm of the Lobos’
basketball program (2003-07), highlighted by a
Mountain West Conference (MWC) championship in
2005. With a 26-7 record, the conference championship
earned New Mexico its first NCAA Tournament
appearance in six years and the program’s first
conference title since 1996. 

Leading the New Mexico program presented a
unique opportunity to head a team that his father stared
for.  Joe McKay was a three-year starter for the Lobos from
1961-63, finishing his career averaging 11.9 points per
game.

Overall at New Mexico, McKay sported an 82-69
coaching record over five seasons, including the 2005
campaign, where the team’s 26 victories were the second-
highest total in program’s 103-year history. 

In 2006, New Mexico’s Mark Walters earned first-team
all-conference honors under McKay’s tutelage, marking the
first time in Mountain West Conference history an institution
had a first-team honoree for five-straight years. McKay had
previously taken a virtual unknown in Danny Granger and
turned him into a third-team All-American and MVP of the
Mountain West Tournament in 2005, leading the Indiana
Pacers to select him as the 17th overall pick in the 2005
NBA Draft. 

McKay recruited New Mexico’s first and only McDonald’s
All-American, Giddens, who was a first round draft pick of
the Boston Celtics in the 2008 NBA draft.

In total, 25 players have reached the professional
basketball ranks in McKay’s 12 seasons as a collegiate head
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coach. Ime Udoka of the Portland Trail Blazers and Milt
Palacio, formerly of the Utah Jazz and most recently of the
Seattle SuperSonics, join Granger and Giddens as a few of
McKay’s pupils who have reached the NBA. 

McKay not only produces excellence on the court, but in
the classroom as well. Of the 13 Lobos who concluded their
collegiate eligibility at New Mexico during McKay’s tenure, 10
received their diplomas. All three student-athletes without
degrees, Granger, Javin Tindall and Ruben Douglas, are
currently playing professional basketball at some level.
McKay is sporting a 100 percent graduation rate of players
who spent at least three years in his system and the New
Mexico team GPA in 2007 was the program’s highest since
the school started tracking such numbers in 1988.

In 12 years as a head coach, McKay has posted a 181-
174 career coaching record, including two-year stints each
at Portland State (1997-98), Colorado State (1999-00) and
Oregon State (2001-02). 

McKay posted a 37-23 record (.627) at Colorado State
(CSU), which included a 1999 National Invitational
Tournament (NIT) berth. The Rams defeated Mississippi
State and in-state rival Colorado during the event, before
losing to eventual NIT Tournament champion California. 

The 1999-2000 season featured the first year of play for
CSU in the Mountain West Conference, and the Rams logged
an 18-12 record and a fourth-place conference finish. 

A pair of victories over nationally-ranked opponents - the
first time the program had accomplished the feat at
Colorado State in a decade - and capturing the title at the
second annual Pearl Harbor Classic in Hawaii were some of
the highlights during the season. College Hoops Insider
magazine noticed the success of the 2000 Rams and
tabbed McKay as its MWC Coach of the Year. 

Before arriving on the Colorado State campus, McKay
began his head coaching career when he was named the
head coach at Portland State. McKay started with the Vikings
in 1995, helping revive a program which had been dormant
for 15 years. McKay led the program to nine victories in the
school's first season of competition (1996-97) since the
early 1980s. 

After the initial season at Portland State, McKay was
named one of six finalists for the Clair Bee Award, given
annually to the coach with the most influence and
innovation in the game of basketball. Two other finalists for
the honor that year were Dean Smith of North Carolina and
Mike Krzyzewski of Duke. The 1997-98 Portland State team
followed with a 15-12 mark and a third-place finish in the
Big Sky Conference. 

McKay started his basketball coaching career in 1988 as
a graduate assistant at Washington.

McKay followed his start with the Huskies with two years
as an assistant at Queens College in North Carolina (1989-
90). McKay also spent time at his alma mater, Seattle
Pacific (1990-91), Bradley (1991-93) and Washington
(1993-95) again. McKay also served as an assistant under
Jim Molinari at the 1997 World University Games in Italy,
where the USA captured the gold medal.

McKay earned his bachelor of arts degree in athletic
administration from Seattle Pacific in 1987. A stellar player
for the Falcons, McKay left the program as the school's
single-season and career record holder for steals, and he
was third in career assists. He still holds the school record
with 10 steals in a 1987 game against Pacific Lutheran.

McKay is married to the former Julie Summers. The
couple resides in Forest, Va., with their two sons, Luke (10)
and Gabriel (8) and a daughter, Ellie (14). 

Year at Liberty: Second
High School: Westwood, Mesa, Ariz.
College: Seattle Pacific, 1983-87
Education: Bachelor of arts in athletic
administration (Seattle Pacific, ’87)

Head Coaching Experience:
2007 – Present (Second year) – Liberty 
2002-07 – (Five years) – New Mexico 
2000-02 – (Two years) – Oregon State 
1998-00 – (Two years) – Colorado State 
1996-98 – (Two years) – Portland State 

Hometown: Indianapolis, Ind. 
Wife: Julie
Children: Ellie (14), Luke (10) & Gabriel (8)

The McKay File



The McKay Record
PORTLAND STATE (24-29)

All Big Sky Finish
1996-97 9-17 6-10 7th
1997-98 15-12 10-6 T3rd

COLORADO STATE (37-23)
All Conf. Finish Postseason

1998-99 19-11 7-7 WAC T4th NIT (2-1)
1999-2000 18-12 8-6 MWC 4th

OREGON STATE (22-37)
All Pac-10 Finish

2000-01 10-20 4-14 T9th
2001-02 12-17 4-14 9th

NEW MEXICO (82-69)
All MWC Finish Postseason

2002-03 10-18 4-10 7th
2003-04 14-14 5-9 T5th
2004-05 26-7 10-4 2nd MWC Tour Champs/

NCAA (0-1)
2005-06 17-13 8-8 5th
2006-07 15-17 4-12 T8th

LIBERTY (16-16)
All BSC Finish

2007-08 16-16 7-7 4th 
TOTALS 181-174 77-107

™

America East (1-0) W L
Northeastern 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Atlantic 10 (1-1) W L
Duquesne 1 0
St. Bonaventure 0 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Atlantic Coast (0-4) W L
Duke 0 1
Virginia Tech 0 1
Wake Forest 0 2
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Atlantic Sun (1-1) W L
Campbell 1 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big 10 (1-1) W L
Michigan 0 1
Penn State 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big 12 (5-7) W L
Colorado 3 1
Kansas State 1 2
Nebraska 1 0
Oklahoma 0 1
Texas 0 1
Texas Tech 0 3
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big East (0-2) W L
St. John's 0 1
Villanova 0 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big Sky (23-13) W L
Eastern Washington 4 1
Idaho State 2 2
Montana 1 3
Montana State 2 2
Northern Arizona 4 2
Portland State 2 0
Sacramento State 6 1
Weber State 2 2
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big South (10-8) W L
Charleston Southern 2 1
Coastal Carolina 2 0
High Point 1 1
Presbyterian 1 0
Radford 1 1

UNC Asheville 1 2
VMI 2 1
Winthrop 0 2
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Big West (3-5) W L
Cal Poly 0 1
Cal State Fullerton 1 0
Cal State Northridge 1 3
Long Beach State 1 0
UC Riverside 0 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Metro Atlantic (1-0) W L
Niagara 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Conference USA (5-5) W L
East Carolina 1 0
Rice 1 1
SMU 1 1
Tulane 0 1
Tulsa 1 1
UTEP 1 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Ivy League (2-0) W L
Cornell 1 0
Dartmouth 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Metro Atlantic (1-0) W L
Niagara 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Mid-American (1-0) W L
Eastern Michigan 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Mid-Eastern Athletic (6-0) W L
Coppin State 1 0
Florida A&M 1 0
North Carolina A&T 2 0
South Carolina State 2 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Missouri Valley (1-1) W L
Creighton 0 1
Wichita State 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Mountain West (45-59) W L
Air Force 7 7
Brigham Young 4 10
Colorado State 7 3
New Mexico 0 2
San Diego State 7 7

TCU 3 4
UNLV 3 13
Utah 7 6
Wyoming 8 8
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Pac-10 (14-40) W L
Arizona 0 4
Arizona State 1 5
California 0 7
Oregon 2 6
Oregon State 2 2
Southern Cal 1 3
Stanford 0 4
UCLA 1 4
Washington 3 3
Washington State 4 2
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Patriot (1-0) W L
Lehigh 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Southeastern (3-4) W L
Kentucky 0 1
Louisiana State 0 1
Mississippi 1 1
Mississippi State 1 0
Tennessee 1 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Southern (1-0) W L
Appalachian State 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Southland (5-0) W L
McNeese State 1 0
Northwestern State 2 0
Texas-Arlington 2 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Southwestern Athletic (4-0) W L
Alcorn State 2 0
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 1 0
Mississippi Valley State 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Summit (2-1) W L
Southern Utah 2 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Sun Belt (4-2) W L
Denver 2 1
South Alabama 1 1
Troy 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------

West Coast (5-9) W L
Loyola Marymount 0 1
Pepperdine 1 2
Portland 1 3
San Diego 2 3
Santa Clara 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Western Athletic (8-7) W L
Fresno State 0 2
Nevada 1 0
New Mexico State 5 5
San Jose State 1 0
Utah State 1 0
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Independents (2-1) W L
Longwood 2 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Others (25-0) W L
Abilene Christian  1 0
Alaska-Anchorage 1 0
Cascade 1 0
Coker 1 0
Concordia 1 0
Eastern Oregon 1 0
Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne 2 0
Kentucky Christian 1 0
Montana Tech 1 0
New Mexico Highlands 1 0
Northern Colorado 2 0
Northwest 1 0
Nyack 1 0
San Francisco State 1 0
Seattle 1 0
Simon Fraser 1 0
Southern Colorado 1 0
Southern Oregon 1 0
Texas Pan-American 2 0
Western New Mexico 2 0
Whitman 1 0

CAREER RECORD 
VS. ALL CONFERENCES

Opponent Overall LU UNM OSU CSU PSU
Abilene Christian 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Air Force 7-7 -- 3-7 -- 4-0 --
Alaska-Anchorage 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Alcorn State 2-0 -- 2-0 -- -- --
Appalachian State 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Arizona 0-4 -- -- 0-4 -- --
Arizona State 1-5 -- -- 1-3 0-1 0-1
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
BYU 4-9 -- 3-8 -- 1-1 --
California 0-7 -- 0-1 0-4 0-1 0-1
Cal Poly 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
Cal State Fullerton 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Cal State Northridge 1-3 -- -- -- -- 1-3
Campbell 1-1 1-1 -- -- -- --
Cascade 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Charleston Southern 2-1 1-1 1-0 -- -- --
Coastal Carolina 2-0 2-0 -- -- -- --
Coker 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Colorado 3-1 -- 1-0 -- 2-1 -- 
Colorado State 7-3 -- 7-3 -- -- --
Concordia (Ore.) 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Coppin State 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Cornell 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Creighton 0-1 -- -- -- 0-1 --
Dartmouth 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Denver 2-1 -- -- 0-1 2-0 --
Duquesne 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Duke 0-1 -- -- -- -- 0-1
East Carolina 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Eastern Michigan 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Eastern Oregon 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Eastern Washington 4-1 -- -- 1-0 -- 3-1
Florida A&M 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Fresno State 0-2 0-1 -- -- 0-1 --
George Mason 0-1 0-1 -- -- -- --
High Point 1-1 1-1 -- -- -- --
Idaho State 2-2 -- -- -- -- 2-2
Indiana-Purdue at Fort Wayne 2-0 -- 1-0 1-0 -- --
Kansas State 1-2 -- 1-2 -- -- --
Kentucky 0-1 0-1 -- -- -- --
Kentucky Christian 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Lehigh 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Long Beach State 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Longwood 2-1 1-1 1-0 -- -- --
Louisiana State 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
Loyola Marymount 0-1 -- -- -- 0-1
McNeese State 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 -- 
Michigan 0-1 -- -- -- 0-1 --
Mississippi 1-1 -- 1-0 -- -- 0-1
Mississippi State 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Mississippi Valley State 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Montana 1-3 -- -- -- -- 1-3
Montana State 2-2 -- -- -- -- 2-2
Montana Tech 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Niagara 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Nebraska 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
New Mexico 0-2 -- -- -- 0-2 --
New Mexico Highlands 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
New Mexico State 5-4 -- 5-4 -- -- --
Nevada 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
North Carolina A&T 2-0 -- 2-0 -- -- --
Northern Arizona 4-2 -- 2-0 -- -- 2-2
Northern Colorado 2-0 -- 1-0 1-0 -- --

Opponent Overall LU UNM OSU CSU PSU
Northwest 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Northeastern 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Northwestern State (La.) 2-0 -- 2-0 -- -- --
Nyack 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Oklahoma 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
Oregon 2-6 -- 1-1 0-4 -- 1-1
Oregon State 2-2 -- -- -- 2-0 0-2
Penn State 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Pepperdine 1-2 -- 1-1 -- 0-1 --
Portland 1-2 0-1 -- 1-0 -- 0-1
Portland State 2-0 -- 1-0 1-0 -- --
Presbyterian 1-0 1-0 -- -- -- --
Radford 1-1 1-1 -- -- -- --
Rice 1-1 -- -- -- 1-1 --
SMU 1-1 -- -- -- 1-1 --
Sacramento State 6-1 -- 2-0 -- 1-0 3-1
St. Bonaventure 0-1 -- -- -- 0-1 --
St. John’s 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
San Diego 2-3 -- 1-1 1-1 -- 0-1
San Diego State 7-7 0-1 5-6 -- 2-0 --
San Francisco State 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
San Jose State 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Santa Clara 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Seattle 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Simon Fraser 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
South Alabama 1-1 -- -- -- 1-1 --
South Carolina State 2-0 -- 1-0 1-0 -- --
Southern California 1-3 -- -- 1-3 -- --
Southern Colorado 1-0 -- -- 1-0 -- --
Southern Oregon 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Southern Utah 2-1 -- 1-1 1-0 -- --
Stanford 0-4 -- -- 0-4 -- --
TCU 3-4 -- 3-2 -- 0-2 --
Tennessee 1-1 -- 1-1 -- -- --
Texas 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
Texas-Arlington 2-0 -- 2-0 -- -- --
Texas-El Paso 1-1 -- 1-1 -- -- --
Texas Pan-American 2-0 -- -- -- 2-0 --
Texas Tech 0-3 -- 0-3 -- -- --
Troy 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Tulane 0-1 -- -- -- -- 0-1
Tulsa 1-1 -- -- -- 1-1 --
UC Riverside 0-1 -- -- 0-1 -- --
UCLA 1-4 -- -- 0-4 1-0 --
UNC Asheville 1-2 1-2 -- -- -- --
UNLV 3-13 -- 3-9 -- 0-4 --
Utah 6-7 -- 5-6 -- 1-1 --
Utah State 1-0 -- -- -- 1-0 --
Villanova 0-1 -- 0-1 -- -- --
Virginia Tech 0-1 0-1 -- -- -- --
VMI 2-1 2-1 -- -- -- --
Wake Forest 0-2 -- 0-2 -- -- --
Washington 3-2 -- 3-1 -- 0-1
Washington State 4-3 -- 0-1 3-1 1-0 0-1
Weber State 2-2 -- -- -- -- 2-2
Western New Mexico 2-0 -- 2-0 -- -- --
Whitman 1-0 -- -- -- -- 1-0
Wichita State 1-0 -- 1-0 -- -- --
Winthrop 0-2 0-2 -- -- -- --
Wyoming 8-8 -- 4-6 0-1 4-1 --
Totals 181-174 16-16 82-69 22-37 37-2324-29

2008-09 opponents in bold

McKay’s Record vs. Opponents



From McKay to the NBA
& other professional ranks

The following is a list of players Ritchie

McKay recruited or coached before they

went on to the professional ranks.

WASHINGTON
Roberto Bergeson - NBA
Todd MacCulloch - NBA
Eldrige Recasner - NBA
Mark Sanford - NBA

PORTLAND STATE
Jason Hartman – Slovakia 
Ime Udoka - NBA

COLORADO STATE
David Fisher – Hungary 
John Ford – France 
Ceedric Goodwyn – Switzerland
Brian Greene – Turkey 
Milton Palacio - NBA

OREGON STATE
Jimmy Haywood – IBL/ABA
Brian Jackson – Germany/ABA
Brandon Payton – ABA
Adam Masten – Germany
Philip Ricci – Spain/NBDL
Duaundra Tanner – ABA/NBDL/England

NEW MEXICO
Chad Bell – NBA-Development League
David Chiotti – Holland
Troy DeVries – Tasmania

Ruben Douglas – Europe
J.R. Giddens – NBA 
Danny Granger – NBA
Alfred Neale – CBA/NBA-Development
League
Javin Tindall – ABA/Brazil
Mark Walters – Hungary
Jamaal Williams – ABA/France/Philip-
pines/NBA Summer League

LIBERTY
Alex McLean – Poland

TROY DeVRIES

TODD MacCULLOCH

DANNY GRANGER

ELDRIDGE RECASNER

IME UDOKA

MILT PALACIO



"My time spent with Coach McKay was some of the most rewarding times for me both as a player and as a
person. He is a man of great integrity and character and has helped me grow tremendously both on and off

the basketball court. I couldn't have asked for a better coach to help guide me through part of my basketball
career and I still look to him to this day for guidance. He will always be my coach and without him I surely

would not be where I am today!"

Danny Granger 
Indiana Pacers, 2005 First Round Pick

"Ritchie McKay brings a wealth of college experience. Coaching at the big-time
level will be an asset for him at Liberty. He has big-time enthusiasm and he will
build a successful program there." 

Dick Vitale
ESPN College Basketball Analyst

"I've known Ritchie for a long time. He is an outstanding
person who really works well with his kids. In my opinion, he
is a great coach who should be a wonderful fit at Liberty." 

Lute Olson
Former Arizona Head Men's Basketball Coach

"Many years ago, Ritchie McKay was the first person to offer me a coaching job on his staff and was the first to
really encourage me to pursue the coaching profession.  For that I will always be grateful (at least most of the

time).  He is a friend who has given me sound advice in basketball and in life.  His faith has encouraged me on
many occasions.  I know how excited Ritchie is for what the Liberty Basketball Program can become. I know how

much he loves Liberty University and is passionate about coaching and representing all it stands for.  With a
person, coach and caliber of recruiter Ritchie McKay is, good things are in store for Liberty University."

Tony Bennett
Washington State Head Men’s Basketball Coach

“I have known Ritchie for more then 15 years and he possess one of the brightest basketball minds I have
encountered.  He has a great ability to evaluate, recruit and teach basketball players and I don’t know of anyone
with higher integrity on or off the court.”

Frank Burlison 
Sports Reporter for the Long Beach Telegram, College Basketball Analyst for Fox Sports Radio 
and columnist for www.scout.com 



“Ritchie should fit in perfectly at Liberty. He has
passion for the job. I couldn’t think of a more ap-
propriate place for Ritchie to continue his coaching
career than at an institution that shares his vision.” 

Andy Katz
Senior Writer, ESPN.com

“Any time you can get someone on this level who is a very good
basketball coach and loves the Lord, you have done something

pretty special.” 

Lorenzo Romar 
Washington Head Men’s Basketball Coach 

“I have known Ritchie and his family for a long time. He and his family will fit the
community, Liberty University and the basketball program to a “T”. If my own son
was looking for a place to play, Ritchie would be at the top of the list of coaches

I would want him to play for. He has tremendous values and priorities and is a
superb coach, one who is very difficult to prepare for. When it came time to

prepare for strong programs like UNLV or BYU, we at San Diego State would look
at what Ritchie did. I look forward to following his successes at Liberty.” 

Steve Fisher 
San Diego State Head Men’s Basketball Coach 

“Ritchie is one of the kindest and caring individuals that I have met in the coaching profession.  One of his great-
est attributes is that there is no difference between Ritchie McKay the coach and Ritchie McKay the husband and
father.  Uncomprimising and a real understanding of the important things is what makes Ritchie a winner.”

Angela Lento
Co-founder of CollegeInsider.com and columnist 
for Basketball Times



During July 2008 Ritchie McKay, his wife, Julie and their daughter Ellie,

along with Flames’ redshir t junior Tyler Baker did ministry work in east

Africa. The quartet were a part of a team of 23 members that Athletes in Ac-

tion (AIA) sent for eight days to a region that dubiously owns the world’s

largest slum, a place where 2.3 million people live in the radius of only a

couple miles in Kenya. “One of the greatest privileges I have ever experi-

enced was to see my wife and daughter pouring themselves into the young

people of Kibera,” reflected McKay. “It was so humbling to see such

poverty, yet joyful spirits. We had a chance to serve those people, and what

a blessing and privilege it was.”

McKay and various collegiate coaches helped with coaching clinics in

the region, while his wife, Julie, and their daughter, Ellie, spent the week

working at the Soweto Academy in Kibera. Baker spent combination of time

between the Soweto Academy and the various coaching clinics. 



Brad
Soucie
Assistant Coach
Second Season
Christian Heritage,
1990

Year at Liberty: Second
High School: Inner-City Baptist, 

Ann Arbor, Mich.
College: Christian Heritage, 1987-90

Eastern Michigan, 1984-86
Education: Bachelor’s degree in business 

administration (Christian Heritage, ’90)

Coaching Experience:
2007 – Present (Second year) – Liberty
2002-07 – (Five years) – New Mexico
2000-02 – (Two years) – Oregon State
1998-00 – (Two years) – Colorado State
1995-97 – (Two years) – Portland State
1990-92 – (Two years) – Christian Heritage

Hometown: Ann Arbor, Mich.
Wife: Kendra
Children: Mikayla (8), Mariah (4) and Levi (7)

The Soucie File

Brad Soucie enters his second season at Lib-
erty after spending the previous five seasons at
New Mexico.

Soucie has the distinction of serving as an as-
sistant under Ritchie McKay every day of his
head coaching career.  The partnership began
in 1995 when the two helped resurrect the pro-
gram at Portland State, which had been dor-
mant for 15 years. He followed McKay to
Colorado State and Oregon State, before head-
ing to New Mexico in the spring of 2002. At all
three previous stops, Soucie served as the re-
cruiting coordinator as well as an on-floor
coach. 

“Everyday I have been a head coach, I have
had Brad by my side,” said McKay. “He has as-
sisted not only in the development of the pro-
grams we have run, but he has made me a
better man, a better coach and a better Chris-
tian. I am excited about our opportunity to con-
tinue to partner in this endeavor, especially at a
place such as Liberty.” 

A gifted outside shooter in his own right,
Soucie played a big part in the development of
former Lobo Ruben Douglas, who led the nation
in scoring (28.0 ppg) in 2002-03. Soucie as-
sisted in the development of Liberty’s 
Anthony Smith, helping the

junior become the only player in the nation dur-
ing the 2008 season to attempt at least 200
three-point field goals and succeed on at least
50 percent of his field goal attempts (51.5) and
40 percent of his three-point field goal attempts
(41.0).

Soucie played college basketball at Eastern
Michigan (EMU) for two seasons, before trans-
ferring to Christian Heritage College in El Cajon,
Calif., now known as San Diego Christian.
While at EMU, Soucie helped lead the Eagles to
the 1986 NCAA Tournament.  In their first round
game against Pittsburgh, Soucie set a first-
round record with eight 3-pointers.

Soucie played his final two years at Christian
Heritage, where he earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration, and later
served as an assistant coach for two years. 

The 40-year old Soucie played in the NBA
Summer League with the Cleveland Cavaliers
and the Dallas Mavericks. He was also a mem-
ber of the Athletes-in-Action traveling team. 

Soucie and his wife Kendra reside in Forest,
Va., with their three children: daughters Mikayla
(9) and Mariah (5) and son Levi (8).
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Jason
Eaker
Assistant Coach
Fourth Season
Texas 
Pan-American, 
2004

Year at Liberty: Fourth
High School: Altus, Altus, Okla.
College: Texas Pan-American, 2003-04 

Hardin Simmons, 2001-03
Oklahoma Baptist, 1999-00

Education: Bachelor’s degree in history 
(Texas Pan-American, ‘04) 

Coaching Experience:
2007 – Present (Second year) – 
Liberty – Assistant Coach

2005-07 – (Two years) – Liberty – 
Director of Basketball Operations

2004-05 – (One year) – Oklahoma – 
Graduate Assistant Coach

2003-04 – (One year) – Texas Pan-American – 
Video Coordinator

Hometown: Altus, Okla.
Wife: Meredith

The Eaker File

Jason Eaker, a former member of the 2004-05 Big
XII regular season champion Oklahoma coaching
staff, is in his fourth season as a member of the
Flames’ basketball coaching staff and second as an
assistant coach. Eaker joined the program as the Di-
rector of Basketball Operations in July 2005.  

“Jason is a young superstar in this business,” said
head coach Ritchie McKay.

Eaker heads the Flames’ recruiting efforts as the
program’s recruiting coordinator and will serve as
an on floor coach.  As the Director of Operations his
first two years, Eaker’s responsibilities included
scheduling, overseeing film exchange in compliance
with Big South Conference policies, facilitating team
travel plans, hosting visiting teams and coordinating
pre- and postgame meals.  He also was responsible
for implementing camp marketing strategies, assist-
ing with the oversight of the student managerial staff
and overseeing facility upgrades.

During Eaker’s time at Liberty, he has also served
as an interim assistant coach during the summer of
2005 and the spring and summer of 2006.   As an in-
terim assistant coach, Eaker was active with 2005-
06 spring individual skill instruction and spent a
considerable amount of time on the road recruiting
in both the summer of 2005 and 2006.  

While pursuing a masters degree in human rela-
tions at Oklahoma, Eaker served as a graduate as-
sistant during the 2004-05 season, helping the
Sooners to a 25-8 overall record and a 12-4 confer-
ence mark, which earned Okla-
homa
the

Big 12 Conference regular-season title.  Eaker’s
roles and responsibilities included serving as the
men’s basketball liaison to the Tip-In Club, Okla-
homa’s men’s basketball booster club, as he coordi-
nated and planned pre- and postseason banquets
and the Tip In Golf Tournament. He also served as
the program’s academic coordinator in the areas of
study hall and tutoring.  

Prior to his stint at Oklahoma, Eaker served one
year as the video coordinator at Texas- Pan Ameri-
can in Edinburg, Texas, where he coordinated film
exchange, player and scoring breakdowns and as-
sisted with team travel. 

Eaker is 2004 graduate of Texas-Pan American,
earning his bachelors’ degree in history.  Prior to
graduating from Texas-Pan American, Eaker was a
two-year starter at Hardin Simmons, a Baptist-affili-
ated college in Abilene, Texas, where he was an
American Southwest All-Conference selection in
2002 and a two-time honoree on the ASC All-Acade-
mic team. Eaker started his collegiate career at
Oklahoma Baptist in Shawnee, Okla., where he was
a letterwinner in 2000.

Eaker is a native of Altus, Okla., graduating from
Altus High School in 1999, where he is the third-
leading scorer in school history.

Eaker married the former Meredith Hollyfield on
June 14, 2008, and the couple resides in Forest, Va.
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Kyle
Getter
Assistant Coach
First Season
Hanover College,
2001

Year at Liberty: First
High School: Miamisburg 
College: Dayton, 2002-04 

Hanover College, 1999-2001
Centre College, 1997-99 

Education: Bachelor of arts in physical education
(Hanover College, ’01); Master of science in 
educational leadership (Dayton, ’04)

Coaching Experience:
2008 – Present (First year) – Liberty
2007-08 – (One year) – Walsh – 

Assistant Coach

2005-07 – (Two years) – Marshall – 
Director of Basketball Operations

2003-05 – (Two years) – Wright State – 
Director of Basketball Operations

2002-03 – (One year) – Dayton – 
Graduate Manager

2001-02 – (One year) – Hanover College – 
Assistant Coach

Hometown: Miamisburg, Ohio
Wife: Michelle
Children: William (1)

The Getter File

Kyle Getter enters his first season with the
Flames after coming to Liberty Mountain from
Walsh in North Canton, Ohio, where he was the
top assistant coach. Spending one season at
Walsh, Getter helped the Cavaliers to a 26-5
record and a sweet sixteen appearance in the
NAIA Division II National Tournament. Getter
was also the Cavaliers’ men’s golf coach. 

“We are really excited about Kyle joining the
Liberty family,” commented McKay. “Coach Get-
ter will bring a wealth of energy and relative ex-
perience, which will be an asset to our players
and program.”

Prior to Walsh, Getter had a couple NCAA Di-
vision I stops, including serving as the Director
of Basketball Operations at Marshall under head
coach Ron Jirsa. While at Marshall, Getter was
responsible for film exchange, video editing,
team travel, recruiting, supervising player aca-
demics, overseeing the daily operations of the
basketball office and coordinating The Marshall
Thundering Herd Basketball Camp.

Before his arrival at Marshall, Getter worked
with Head Coach Paul Biancardi at Wright State,
and at Dayton with head coach Oliver Purnell,
who is now the head coach at Clemson. While
Getter was at Dayton, the Flyers won the At-
lantic 10 Tournament

Championship and finished the 2002-03 season
with a Top 25 ranking in the ESPN/USA Today
and AP Polls.

“Coach Getter has worked with some very
good coaches and has been a part of NCAA Di-
vision I and NAIA tournament participants’
staffs,” stated McKay. “We are obviously very
excited and feel that Coach Getter will fit right in
with what our goals are for advancing our pro-
gram.”

Getter received his undergraduate degree in
physical education from Hanover College (Ind.).
While at Hanover, he served as an Assistant
Men’s Basketball Coach from 1999-2002. He
helped the team earn a three-year record of 60-
18, winning two HCAC championships. Getter
also served as the Head Women’s Golf Coach
during the 2001-2002 season. Before attending
Hanover, Getter played two seasons at Centre
College in Kentucky.

Getter earned his master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership from Dayton. Kyle and his wife,
Michelle, are the proud parents of William
Patrick Getter II, born Sept. 28, 2007.
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Matt Olinger enters his sixth season with the
Liberty men’s basketball program and his first as its
Director of Operations.  Olinger spent the previous
three seasons as the head manager for the
program.

Olinger’s responsibilities include overseeing film
exchange in compliance with Big South Conference
policies, facilitating team travel plans, hosting
visiting teams and coordinating pre- and postgame
meals.  He also was responsible for implementing
camp marketing strategies, assisting with the
oversight of the student managerial staff and
overseeing facility upgrades.

Olinger, a native of Indianapolis, Ind., is majoring in
sport management and is the only member of the
current program who was a part of Liberty’s 2004 Big
South Championship team.

As a stand-out athlete at Bethesda Christian High
School in Indianapolis, Olinger helped lead his team to
back-to-back state championships (2002 & 2003) in the
hallowed Indiana State Tournament.  

Olinger, the son of Mark and Miriam Olinger, now of
Orlando, Fla., is the only son of four children.  In his
spare time, Olinger enjoys watching football, playing
video game  and spending time with his niece and
nephews.

Matt
Olinger
Director of 
Basketball 
Operations

Buck Romero enters his fourth year as a member of
the men’s basketball staff and serves the program as its
Academic Coordinator.

Romero is responsible for managing the academic
experience of the student-athletes from enrollment
through graduation, serving as a direct extension and
liaison of the Athletic Academic Services office. 

Romero is no stranger to the Liberty campus, as he
joined the men’s basketball program after more than
three years of service in various roles in the university’s
admissions department.

Romero star ted as an admissions counselor
in April 2002 and was promoted to a senior
admissions counselor in June 2003. There, he
managed a staff of 12 employees and was
responsible for implementing policies and
procedures which aided in the greatest growth
in student enrollment in the school’s history.

In July 2004, Romero was named the
university’s Coordinator of Retention and
remained in the position until joining the men’s
basketball program.

As Coordinator of Retention, Romero
initiated and implemented strategy to help
assist student retention and broadened student

involvement by implementing strategies for students to
participate in the retaining of their peers, and creating
trust between students and administration.

Prior to joining the Liberty University admissions
staff, Romero served in various roles in three different
ministries. He was a youth leader at First Baptist Church
in Big Piney, Wyo., during the summers of 1999 and
2000, while serving as a youth leader and mentor at The
Center (1999-2001), an intercity ministry of Thomas
Road Baptist Church, and as a campus missionary at

First Baptist Church in Woodstock, Ga. (2001).
Romero, a native of Big Piney, Wyo., received his
associate degree from Northwest College in Powell,
Wyo., in 1999, his bachelor’s degree in youth ministries
from Liberty in 2001 and his masters of ar ts in religion
from the Liberty University Theological Seminary in
2004.

Romero was married on June 9, 2007, to the former
Alissa Brooks. The couple resides in Lynchburg.

Buck
Romero
Director of 
Men’s Basketball
Academics

Aaron Schreiner enters his fourth year as a member
of the Sports Medicine staff after being hired in August
2005. Currently Schreiner serves as the head athletic
trainer for men’s basketball program and assists with
football.

Schreiner came to Liberty from Tiffin University in
Tiffin, Ohio, where he served as a graduate assistant
from August of 2003 until May of 2005, while pursuing

his master’s degree at the Toledo. At Tiffin,
Schreiner served primarily as an athletic
trainer for the Dragon’s football program,
while assisting with men’s and women’s
soccer, men’s and women’s basketball,
softball and baseball teams. 

Prior to his days at Tiffin, Schreiner
worked with the Chillicothe Paints Baseball
Club of the Frontier League in Chillicothe,
Ohio. He served as a certified athletic
trainer during the 2003 season and as a
first aid responder and medical assistant
during the 2002 season.

A National Athletic Trainers’ Associate member since
2002, Schreiner is a 2002 graduate of Taylor University
in Upland, Ind., where he received his bachelor’s degree
in athletic training. He received his master of science in
exercise science with an emphasis in clinical
kinesiology from Toledo in May 2005, finishing the
program with magna cum laude honors.

Schreiner, a native of Continental, Ohio, and his wife,

the former Chelsea Montgomery, who is from
Chillicothe, Ohio, were married in November 2005. The
couple resides in Lynchburg with their bichon frise,
Heidi. 

Aaron
Schreiner
Men’s Basketball
Athletic Trainer

The Romero’s

The Schreiner’s
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Vincent Briedis enters his third year as a member of
the Liberty athletics communications department and
serves as the primary media contact for men’s
basketball, men’s golf and the athletic website,
LibertyFlames.com.

Staying busy during his first two years in Lynchburg,
in addition to working in the athletics communications
department, Briedis did play-by-play and color analysis
for Liberty baseball games on WWMC 90.9 and served
as the color analyst on radio broadcasts for the Danville
Braves Baseball Club of the Appalachian League on
ESPN radio WMNA 106.3. Briedis was the voice of the
Lady Flames on WWMC 90.9 as they finished runners-
up in the 2008 Big South Softball Tournament. Briedis
also worked play-by-play and color analysis for Liberty
Baseball’s runner-up finish in the 2008 Big South
Tournament.

Briedis was the assistant editor of the 2007 Liberty
football media guide, a publication that was honored by

CoSIDA as “Third in the Nation”, while the cover
won “Best in the Nation” distinction among
Football Championship Subdivision schools. 

Prior to coming to Liberty, Briedis spent two-
and-a- half years as the Director of Sports
Information at Grand Canyon University (GCU) in
Phoenix, Ariz. While at GCU, Briedis ran the sports
information department and served as the main
contact for all 10 varsity sports at the university.

Briedis joined GCU after spending the 2003
season with the Colorado Springs Sky Sox
Baseball Club, the Triple-A affiliate of the Colorado
Rockies.  Briedis served as the Assistant Public
Relations Director and Marketing Representative

for the Pacific Coast League franchise, where his duties
included serving as a liaison between the club and the
media/community, as well as assisting with the daily
office demands.  

Briedis worked closely with KRDO, the flagship radio
station of the Sky Sox, where his duties included ad
rotation and assisting in daily game production.  Briedis
also assisted in the production of all Adelphia television
broadcasts. As part of the marketing department in the
off-season, Briedis contributed to the outstanding sales
results the Sky Sox achieved. The franchise finished
2003 with the third-highest revenue of the 30 Triple-A
franchises, despite being located in the second-smallest
market. 

Briedis is a 2001 graduate of Grand Canyon, where
he earned a bachelor of ar ts degree in communications
with a public relations emphasis.  While at GCU, Briedis
was a four-year letterwinner on the Antelopes Baseball

team, where he was a member of the club’s 1998
Western Athletic Conference Northern Division
Championship team and participated in the conference
championship at San Diego State. 

In the summer of 1999, Briedis participated in the
94th-annual Midnight Sun Game in Fairbanks, Alaska,
when his Oceanside Waves team took on the Alaska
Goldpanners in Alaska Collegiate League action.  The
game and the Summer Solstice events which
surrounded the game were featured that year on the Fox
Sports show, “Going Deep”. 

Upon graduation, Briedis signed a free agent contract
with the Richmond Roosters of the Frontier League,
where he spent the 2002 season. 

Briedis is a member of the College Sports
Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) and the
Virginia Sports Information Directors (VaSID). 

In May of 2006, Briedis earned his master of
business administration degree with a marketing
emphasis from Grand Canyon.

Briedis is a native of Carlsbad, Calif. in North San
Diego County, and currently resides in Lynchburg.

Vincent
Briedis
Assistant Athletics
Communications 
Director-Men’s 
Basketball Contact

BASKETBALL STAFF

E.L. Estes enters his second year as a
member of the men’s basketball staff and
serves the program as its strength and
conditioning coach.

Estes’ day-to-day activities consist of
spearheading the program’s strength and
conditioning program, including implementing
new programs.

Estes is very familiar with the Liberty
athletics department, as the Dallas, Ga., native
was a four-year member of the Flames’ football
program.  Estes was a defensive back for the

Flames from 2003-06, redshir ting the 2004.
Estes had his most successful season on the gridiron

in 2006 during head coach Danny Rocco’s first year at
the helm.  Estes was fifth on the team with 52 tackles
and led the squad with two interceptions.  For his effor ts
in 2006, Estes was named to the Big South and VaSID
All-State second teams.

Estes earned his bachelors in exercise science from
Liberty in 2007, and currently resides in Lynchburg.

E.L. 
Estes
Strength and 
Conditioning 
Coach

Scott Ray enters his second season with
men’s basketball, serving the staff as the
program’s chaplain.

Ray is in his fifth year as a campus pastor at
Liberty and currently serves as the director of
convocation.  Prior to his days on Liberty
Mountain, Ray has really done it all.  Ray got
his star t as a recruiter with the United States
Air Force, and from there went into the
business world of national brands, Briggs and
Stratton go-cart racing engines, a NASCAR
race team and HR management, before moving

on to serving the Lord within the Teen Challenge
International organization. 

Ray holds a degree in information management from
the Community College of the Air Force, graduating in
1989.  Ray then secured a bachelors in business
management from Texas Lutheran in 1990, before his
most recent psychology degree from Liberty in 2008.

Ray and his wife Rebekah, the men’s basketball
administrative assistant, reside in Lynchburg.  His
daughter, London (22), recently graduated from VCU
and the couple is expecting their first child together in
October 2008.

Scott 
Ray
Team 
Chaplain



Rebekah Ray enters her first season with
men’s basketball and serves the staff as the
program’s administrative assistant.

In her role, Ray oversees the work flow
for the men’s basketball office and
manages head coach Ritchie McKay’s daily
schedule.  Ray also is in charge of the
department’s work study program. 

Upon earning her bachelor of science in
psychology from Liberty in 2005, Ray has
been working for her alma mater.  Prior to
her current position within the men’s

basketball program, Ray worked in the Center for Youth
Ministries and the Office of Student Leadership.  Ray is
also involved with Liberty’s Godparent Home.

Prior to matriculating at Liberty, the Graham, N.C.,
native attended North Carolina in Chapel Hill for one
year, followed by a two year tour with a singing ministry.

Ray is married to Scott Ray, the men’s basketball
team chaplain and the university’s director of
convocation. The couple resides in Lynchburg and is
expecting their first child together in October 2008.

Rebekah
Ray
Administrative 
Assistant

BASKETBALL STAFF

Tim Talley enters his fourth season with
the men’s basketball program as a student
manager and his first as the head manager.

Talley is a native of Derry, N.H., but spent
eight years growing up on the Caribbean
Island of Dominica.  Back in the states,
Talley lettered two years at Calvary
Christian, averaging 20.0 points, 8.0
rebounds and 6.0 assists as a senior.
Those numbers allowed Talley to be
selected to play for the New Hampshire
state team in the Twin State Classic, a

senior all-star game between New Hampshire and
Vermont, where each state selects only 12 players to
participate.

Talley will graduate from Liberty in May with a
bachelor in sport management and would like to work
within intercollegiate athletics in the future, or stay
within the sports industry by working on the business
side.

Also open to doing sport missions overseas, Talley
loves to surf, golf, play basketball or enjoy a cup of
coffee in his spare time.

Tim 
Talley
Head 
Manager

(Left to Right): Student Manager-Ben Smith, Student Assistant-Chris Strachan,
Administrative Assistant-Steve Clark, Office Assistant-Justine Moreno, 
Office Assistant-Delia Smith

52 2008-09 Liberty Flames Basketball


