
NCAA Bylaws 

Under NCAA Bylaw 12.3, a student-athlete (any individual who currently participates in or who may 
be eligible in the future to participate in intercollegiate sport) may not agree verbally or in writing 
to be represented by an athlete agent in the present or in the future for the purpose of marketing 
the student-athlete's ability or reputation. If the student-athlete enters into such an agreement, the 
student-athlete is ineligible for intercollegiate competition. 

Also, a student-athlete may not accept transportation or other benefits from an athlete agent. This 
prohibition applies to the student-athlete and his or her relatives or friends. 

The term "agent" includes actual agents, runners (individuals who befriend student-athletes and 
frequently distribute impermissible benefits) and financial advisors. 

It is not a violation of NCAA rules if a student-athlete merely talks to an agent (as long as an 
agreement for agent representation is not established) or socializes with an agent. For example, a 
student-athlete could go to dinner with an agent and no NCAA violations would result if the 
student-athlete provided his own transportation and paid for his meal. 

What happens if a violation occurs? 

Example: A student-athlete is befriended by a runner for an agent. The student-athlete is unaware 
of the connection between the runner and agent. The runner gives the student-athlete long-distance 
calling cards, pays for meals, articles of clothing and a new car stereo. The student-athlete never 
asks why the runner is providing him with these items. 

The student-athlete's educational institution becomes aware of the runner's identity and the 
provision of benefits to the student-athlete. 

The institution must declare the student-athlete ineligible for intercollegiate competition. The 
institution decides to ask for the reinstatement of the student-athlete's eligibility and sends a 
request to the NCAA staff. 

At a minimum, the student-athlete will be required to repay the value of the impermissible benefits 
and will be withheld from a certain number of contests, based on case precedent. 
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