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Participant Support Cost Policy 
 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this policy is to set guidelines for participant support costs for externally funded 
sponsored projects. 

 

Policy: 

Participant support costs are defined by the National Science Foundation (NSF) as “direct costs 
for items such as stipends or subsistence allowances, travel allowances, and registration fees paid 
to or on behalf of participants or trainees (but not employees) in connection with meetings, 
conferences, symposia, or training projects.”  This does NOT include per-diem allowances for 
local participants. 

Participants are NOT University employees. Participants may include students, national scholars 
and scientists, private sector representatives, agency personnel, teachers and others who attend 
and participate in a formal meeting, conference, symposia, or training project. Participants are 
not required to deliver any deliverable goods or services to the University in return for 
participant support costs. 

Participant support costs MAY NOT be re-budgeted, or used by grantees for other categories of 
expense without the specific prior written approval from the funding agency and authorization 
from the Grants Administration Office. 

Participant support allowances may not be paid to trainees who are receiving compensation, 
either directly or indirectly, from other Federal government sources while participating in the 
project. Non-NSF Federal employees may receive participating support allowances from project 
funds as long as there is no duplication of funding items, and provided no single item of 
participant support cost is divided between his/her parent agency and NSF grant funds. 

 

Procedure: 

When participant support costs are proposed in a project budget, a detailed justification should 
be provided that describes the purpose for the costs and the way in which they will directly 
benefit the proposed project’s scope of work. 

Participant support costs must be accounted for separately within a project’s budget.  The 
funding for these costs, as well as the associated expenditures, must be accounted for separately 
within a project budget using the Activity code “R.PSUP.” Costs that cannot be specifically 
identified to a participant are not allowed as a participant support cost. 
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It is the responsibility of the Principal Investigator to review project budget reports, transactions, 
and source documents to ensure that the participant support funds are being expended according 
to the federal regulations and the terms of the agreement. 

Any unexpended participant support costs must be returned to the funding agency. 


