
Definitions of terms 

 Awareness programs: Safety and Prevention and Steps to Take to Prevent Sexual Assault 
 Bystander intervention: philosophy and strategy for prevention of various types of 

violence, including bullying, sexual harassment, sexual assault, and intimate partner 

violence.  

 Risk reduction: common risk reduction suggestions include traveling with a group or 

trusted friend, only walk in lighted areas after dark, keep doors to your home/car/room 

locked when away or at home, have a phone with you or know where the closest phone is 

located, tell a friend your plans if you go out.  For more tips, visit this link. 

 Dating violence: violence committed by a person who is or has been in a social 

relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim and where the existence of 

such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors - 

the length of relationship; the type of relationship; and the frequency of interaction 

between the persons involved in the relationship. 

 Domestic violence: a felony or misdemeanor crime of violence committed by a current or 

former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a child in common, 

by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse, by a 

person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence 

laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any other person against an adult or 

youth victim who is protected from that person's acts under the domestic or family 

violence laws of the jurisdiction. 

 Sexual assault: any type of sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the explicit 

consent of the recipient. Falling under the definition of sexual assault are sexual activities 

as forced sexual intercourse, forcible sodomy, child molestation, incest, fondling, and 

attempted rape. 

 Stalking: engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a 

reasonable person to fear for his or her safety or the safety of others; or suffer substantial 

emotional distress. 

 Rape, as defined by the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Universal Crime Report: 

Penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or 

oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without consent of the victim. 

 

https://www.rainn.org/safety-prevention
https://www.rainn.org/articles/steps-you-can-take-prevent-sexual-assault
https://www.rainn.org/get-information/sexual-assault-prevention/avoiding-dangerous-situations

