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TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Friday, April 24

3:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

6:15 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Registration for all groups, DeMoss Hall Grand Lobby
Judges Meeting — Classic, Contemporary and Lincoln-Douglas, DeMoss Hall 1113
General Meeting, DeMoss Hall 1113

Round 1, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas
Student Congress Swearing-In and Pledge

Student Congress Committee Meetings and Setting the Docket
Session 1, Student Congress

Reception for Coaches, DeMoss Hall 2172

Round 2, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas

Session 2, Student Congress

Round 3, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas

Saturday, April 25

7:30 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

1:45 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

2:15 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Pairings and Coffee (Breakfast is not provided)

Round 4, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas
Session 3, Student Congress

Round 5, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas
Session 4, Student Congress

Round 6, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas

Lunch, provided, DeMoss Hall 1106

Student Congress Super Session Announcements

Student Congress Super Session Committee Meetings and Setting the Docket
Round 7, Semifinals, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas (Forfeit Rule Strictly Enforced)
Student Congress Super Session

Round 8, Finals, Policy and Lincoln-Douglas (Forfeit Rule Strictly Enforced)
Student Congress, Voting of Outstanding Senators

Awards Assembly, DeMoss Hall 1113
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TOURNAMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

BALLOTS Ballots should be picked up and returned to the ballot table in the DeMoss
Hall (1st Floor).

BUILDINGS Debates will occur in the DeMoss, Fine Arts, Religion, Science, and
Teacher Education Halls (see campus and building maps at the ballot table). Please
ask us if you need assistance in finding your room.

DECISIONS Do NOT announce decisions in the rounds or prior to the Awards
Assemblies!

FORMAT The 8-3-5 Cross-examination format with 8 minutes preparation time will be
used for Classic and Contemporary Switch-Side. Lincoln-Douglas speakers will have a
total of 3 minutes preparation time.

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS In Lincoln-Douglas, five rounds will be paired in AAA with rounds
1 and 2 preset randomly, round 3 based on win-loss record and speaker points (high-
high) and rounds 4 and 5 based on win-loss record and speaker points (high-low). This
will be followed by a single-elimination tournament pairing the top eight qualifiers. In A
and AA, six rounds will be paired with rounds 1 and 2 preset randomly, round 3 paired
based on win-loss record and speaker points (high-high) and rounds 4 through 6 based
on win-loss record and speaker points (high-low). This will be followed by a single-
elimination tournament pairing the top four qualifiers.

If a school has two debaters in Lincoln-Douglas debate, those debaters will not meet

prior to the elimination rounds but may meet then. Under these circumstances, the

coach of the debaters involved has four options:

1. The individuals may debate as scheduled.

2. The ballot may be awarded to the individual designated by the coach, with average
speaker points and ranks from previous rounds credited to the individual.

3. The ballot may be awarded to the individual in the higher position after all earlier
rounds, with average speaker points and ranks.

4. The Ballot may be awarded to the individual in the lower position after all earlier
rounds, with average speaker points and ranks.

The coach of each affected school must inform the tournament director of his/her
choice of options prior to the beginning of round 1.

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS CONSOLATION the semi-final losers will each be awarded a
third-place medal and will not debate each other.
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OBSERVERS Coaches or other school representatives may sit in on debates by future
opponents and discuss strategies and cases with the team they will meet, as long as it
does not involve two willing parties working against a third party in a show of
unsportsmanlike (sic) conduct. Additionally, there must be full disclosure of names and
appropriate school affiliations by those seeking information. However, while we
encourage opening rounds to observers, participants are under no obligation to permit
visitors to remain in the room or to listen to the debate from outside the room. Those
asked about cases or defenses, their own or those of another school are under no
obligation to provide the information. A school whose coaches, student debaters or
other representatives fail to provide full and accurate disclosure of whom they are or
who unfairly pressure other participants into providing access or information they do
not want to provide may be reported for unsportsmanlike (sic) conduct and disciplined
according to VHSL rules and regulations.

POLICY PAIRINGS In Policy, six rounds will be paired with rounds 1 and 2 preset
randomly, round 3 paired based on win-loss record and speaker points (high-high) and
rounds 4 through 6 based on win-loss record and speaker points (high-low). This will
be followed by a single-elimination tournament pairing the top 4 qualifying teams.

If a school has two teams in Contemporary Switch-side debate, those teams are

scheduled to debate each other in the final round. Under these circumstances, the

coach of the teams involved has four options:

1. The teams may debate as scheduled.

2. The ballot may be awarded to the team designated by the coach, with average
speaker points and ranks from previous rounds credited to the debaters.

3. The ballot may be awarded to the team in the higher position after all earlier
rounds, with average speaker points and ranks.

4. The ballot may be awarded to the team in the lower position after all earlier rounds,
with average speaker points and ranks.

LOW PARTICIPATION IN POLICY If Group A, Group AA and/or Group AAA is unable to
certify at least six regional qualifiers to state in Classic and/or Contemporary policy debate, the
qualifiers in the two or three groups will be combined into one state competition in Classic
and/or Contemporary policy debate.

STRATEGY The tournament director will not regulate a team'’s speaker position
strategies or argument content.

TIES Ties in a win-loss record will be broken on the basis of:
a. Decision if the teams have debated (switch-side and Lincoln-Douglas)
b. Total speaker points
c. Total speaker rankings
Ties in speaker awards points totals will be broken on the basis of:
a. total rank
b. Median points (drop highest and lowest)
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SWEEPSTAKES POINTS

Legislation approved in 2002-03 calls for State Team Championships in Debate comparable to
team championships in every other VHSL sport and activity. Following discussion at rules clinics
of how sweepstakes points should be awarded in debate, the following system was adopted in
2004. Itis not in the Handbook and can be modified in future years if there is a consensus that
it should be changed.

1. Separate sweepstakes will be tabulated in Groups A, AA and AAA for three separate
team championships.

2. In each group, 7 points will be awarded for the first place team or individual, 5 points
for second place, 3 points for third place and 1 point for fourth place in each debate
event (Classic policy, Contemporary policy, Lincoln-Douglas and Student Congress).

3. If an elimination format is used, resulting in two third places, the third- and fourth-place
points will be split with each team given two points.

4. If Group A and AA are combined in Classic or Contemporary policy debate because of
low participation in one or both groups, the team finishing highest for each group will be
awarded a minimum of 5 points no matter where in the field the team finishes. If, for
example, Group AA teams finish first, second, third and fourth and the best Group A
team finishes fifth, that team would earn 5 Group A points, but no other Group A team
would be awarded points. In another example, if Group AA teams finished first and
second and Group A teams finished third and fourth, the Group AA teams would earn 7
and 5 points respectively and no other Group AA team would be awarded points; the top
Group A team would be given the minimum 5 points even though it finished third and
the fourth place Group A team would be awarded 1 point. In the event of a tie for third
by the two Group A teams, the 6 points possible would be split between them, 3 points
each.

5. The sum of all points earned by teams/individuals from a given school will be the
school’s sweepstakes score.

6. If there is a tie for either first or second place in the school sweepstakes, the tie will be
broken by counting the number of firsts, the number of seconds, etc. earned by each
school until the tie is broken. A sweepstakes tie below second place will not be broken.

FORFEITS

Once the tournament is underway, the discretionary decision by any student or team not to
participate in any round of scheduled competition constitutes a sportsmanship violation, a
forfeit and immediate elimination of that student or team from the competition.

LAPTOPS

Any student who opts to use a laptop in Policy, Lincoln-Douglass, or Student Congress
debate competition must provide his or her own laptop and is not allowed connectivity
to other computers, persons, or the Internet. The penalty for students found using
connectivity will be immediate disqualification from the tournament and forfeiture of all
rounds. Use is limited to the taking of notes and for the retrieval of evidence that the
student has pre-written and stored on the laptop. Students are also responsible for
their own battery and power; tournaments are not responsible for providing outlets.
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