
What makes Interdisciplinary Studies (INDS) different from traditional degree 
programs?  

INDS combines 2 or 3 Areas of Study to create a personalized degree. Each A.A., B.A., and B.S. 
Interdisciplinary Studies major looks different.  Disciplines from across Liberty’s campus have 
developed foundational courses in each Area of Study that will provide a good base of knowledge in 
that discipline.  You can locate these Areas of Study here.  Ultimately, Interdisciplinary Studies 
provides flexibility in selecting multiple areas to study and gives students the options 
to select courses that will help them meet their academic and career goals.   

Is INDS right for me? 

If you answer "yes" to one or more of the following statements, then INDS may meet your academic 
goals and needs: 

 Based on my career goals, I would like to combine 2 or more areas of study rather than pursuing one 
area of study. 

 I have an associate's degree.  I would like to apply some of those credits to my major and continue 
another area of study that complements what I have already learned. 

 I am a transfer student. I would like to apply some of those credits to my major and continue another 
area of study that complements what I have already learned. 

 I put my degree on hold in order to start a career or a family, and now I want to finish my degree. 

 I have a lot of "life experience" and have accumulated a lot of non-traditional credit from workforce 
training or military training. 

 I'm on the verge of retirement and I'm pursuing this degree for my own personal fulfillment or to 
focus on a ministry.  

How can I determine if INDS is not right for me? 

If you have not yet established a career and the career you hope to pursue requires licensure and/or 
state/national examinations, you should consider a degree that will make you the most competitive 
in the area that you hope to be employed.  For example, some fields such as Education or Counseling 
require licensure and this is best accomplished through a traditional degree program specifically 
designed to meet those requirements. In addition, if you are pursuing a graduate degree that requires 
specific course prerequisites, then you should consider a traditional degree program that prepares 
you to meet those prerequisites.  

What is the difference between an Interdisciplinary Studies Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) 
and an Interdisciplinary Studies Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree? 

The Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Science (B.S.) options refer to the General Education 
requirements on your degree completion plan. You can view the degree completion plans B.A. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies and the B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies to see the differences between the 
General Education requirements.   

What is an Area of Study and what makes it different from a Major or Minor? 

An Area of Study is an academic discipline that resembles a Major or Minor at Liberty 
University. Currently there are over 70 different Areas of Study from across Liberty’s disciplines.   

What makes an Area of Study different from a Major or Minor is the number of courses required in 
the Area of Study.  You will take the approved courses required in your chosen Area of Study and can 
augment the Area of Study up to 30 credit hours with additional courses of your choice, as long as 
you meet the prerequisite requirements. 

https://www.liberty.edu/media/1270/RES-Undergrad-Minors.pdf
https://www.liberty.edu/media/1270/INDS-BA-R.pdf
https://www.liberty.edu/media/1270/INDS-BA-R.pdf
https://www.liberty.edu/media/1270/INDS-BS-R.pdf


How many Areas of Study can I have in my major? 

You must have at least two Areas of Study that total 45 credits or you can choose three Areas of 
Study.   

If you select two Areas of Study, you will need to determine if you would like one Area of Study to be 
30 hours with a corresponding 15 hour Area of Study II OR an Area of Study with 24 hours and a 
corresponding 21 hour Area of Study II.   

If you select three Areas of Study, each Area of Study will be at least 15 credit hours.   

How long is the process to change your major to Interdisciplinary Studies? 

This depends on your personal needs and your chosen Areas of Study.  If you do not need any 
assistance (i.e. Professional Advisor, Career Counselor), the length of the process will be determined 
by how quickly you can complete the change of major request and Areas of Study Survey.  Once the 
survey is complete, the creation of your degree completion plan typically takes 1 to 2 weeks.  This 
process will lengthen if you decide to meet with the INDS Professional Advisor, a Career Counselor, 
or customize one of your Areas of Study.   

How do I select my Areas of Study and get my degree completion plan approved? 

New Students: If you applied to the B.A. or B.S. Interdisciplinary Studies degree through the 
application process, you must first wait for full admission to the university.  Afterwards, you will 
receive an email asking you to complete an online survey.   
 
Current Students: If you are currently a residential student, please visit here to change your major 
to B.A. or B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies.  Once you change your major, you will receive an email 
asking you to complete an online survey.   
 
Both new and current students will select the Areas of Study through the online survey.  Once you 
have completed the online survey, you will receive an email within 2 weeks directing you to your 
degree completion plan that will be viewable through your ASIST account.   
 
If you have any questions or did not receive this survey, please email interdisciplinary@liberty.edu.   

What if the Area of Study I would like to use is not on the survey or the Area of Study 
list? 

For the 2016-2017 academic year, you may customize an Area of Study that is not on the survey or 
list.  This will require you to meet with the INDS Professional Advisor who will assist you with 
creating a customized Area of Study.   

Please note, customized Areas of Study must go through Department Chair’s approval and the INDS 
Director’s approval.  By proposing a customized Area of Study, the process to declare your INDS 
major will be lengthen.   

What if I am having trouble deciding which Areas of Study to use on my degree 
completion plan? 

If you have multiple interests, it might be difficult to narrow your selection down to two or three 
Areas of Study.  Ultimately, the choice of which Area of Study you will use on your degree completion 
plan is yours.  You may decide to discuss your career options with one of our Career Counselors in 
the Career Center.  In addition, the Career Center offers the Focus II assessment that will help 
determine your strengths with relation to a desirable career.  Visit the Career Center to find out more 
here. 

Once I am an INDS student, how do I schedule an appointment with my 
Professional/Faculty Advisor? 

https://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=7839
mailto:interdisciplinary@liberty.edu
https://www.liberty.edu/index.cfm?PID=153


Freshmen and Sophomores will be able to schedule an appointment with a Professional Advisor by 
visiting our website and following the instructions listed. 

Juniors and Seniors will be able to schedule an appointment with the INDS Faculty Advisor by 
visiting our website and following the instructions listed. 

I am not an INDS student yet, can I schedule an appointment with an advisor? 

Sure!  We have unique appointments designed for students who are in the process of changing their 
major to INDS.  The Professional/Faculty Advisors will be happy to assist you in the change of major 
process; however, our advisors are not Career Counselors.  You are welcome to talk with a Career 
Counselor prior to switching your major by visiting the Career Center here.   

What is INDS 400 and why am I required to take this course? 

This course is an online course that you will take during your senior year at Liberty.  The INDS 
department recommends taking at least two courses in each of your Areas of Study prior to enrolling 
in this course.  The course is designed to prepare you for a career after college.  Topics include 
strengths inventory, resume critiques, interviews, and synthesis of your chosen Areas of Study.  This 
course is an upper-level course (300-400 level) and helps you meet the graduation requirement of 
30 hours of upper level course work.  You are required to take this course because the course is our 
capstone course for Interdisciplinary Studies and helps complete you degree at Liberty.   
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