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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The history, doctrines and present state of the major cults such as Mormonism, Christian 
Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses and  Seventh Day Adventism.  The course will also include 
a study of the Occult Movement.   Emphasis is placed on the errors of these groups and 
on methods and materials for confronting them effectively.  

 
II. RATIONALE 

Ministry today takes place in a religiously diverse world.  It is necessary to be familiar 
with the broad variety of religious movements that one will encounter in any part of the 
US and the worldviews that underlie them.  Ministers must develop a missional approach 
to ministry, in their own communities as well as a vision for the rest of the world, and this 
includes being ready to counter the false claims of a variety of cults with the truths of the 
Gospel.   

 

III. PREREQUISITES:   None.  
 
IV. MATERIALS  LIST 

Required Texts:  
Hexham, Rost, and Morehead, ed. Encountering New Religious Movements: A Wholistic  
 Evangelical Approach.  (Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic,  ISBN-13: 978- 
 0825428937   
Walter Martin and Ravi Zacharias The Kingdom of the Cults 978-0764228216 
 Bethany House Publishers 
Sarah Pike New Age and Neopagan Religions in America 978-0231124034 
 Columbia Univ PressAdditional  

  
 Recommended Text:  
 Dereck Dashke and Michael Ashcraft Eds New Religious Movements: A Documentary  
  Reader 978-0814707036 NYU Press 
 

Official websites of various new religions (these will be looked at in class, but it will not 
hurt to familiarize yourself with them, as they may be helpful in your paper). 
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  Mormons: www.lds.org      www.mormon.org 
  www.jw.org/en 
  Christian Sciencewww.christianscience.com  
  The Unity Church of Christianity www.unity.org    
     www.unityinthesevenhills.org  (local Unity Church) 
  Hare Krishna; Krishna Concisousness  www.iskcon.com   
                     www.krishna.com  
  Unitarian-Universalist Association www.uua.org   
  Christadelphians   www.christadelphia.org 
  The Way International   www.theway.org 
  The Family  www.thefamily.org  (formerly The Children of God) 
  The Church of Scientology  www.scientology.org 
  Unification church  http://www.familyfed.org/    
   
 
 The Baptist Faith and Message  http://www.sbc.net/bfm/default.asp  
  

Christian Response Websites 
www.watchman.org    Almost every NR is given accurate and up-to-date 
treatment here. 

  www.carm.org 
  www.namb.com 
 

There are many others—often dedicated to specific New Religious movements. Some of 
these are better—more accurate—than others.  I will occasionally show you some of 
these in class.   

 
V. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

The student will be able to: 

A. Discuss the cultural background and teachings of major new religious movements 
that have appeared in America.  

B. Compare the worldviews of selected new religious movements with the 
worldview of the Bible 

C. Defend Evangelical doctrine from scripture, in light of the challenges offered by 
these movements.  

D. Evaluate one secular and one evangelical approach to New Religious Movements.  

 
VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 
A. Book Reviews:   Each student will write a 5-7 page review of Sarah Pike’s book and 

of Hexham, Rost, and Morehead’s book.  The reviews will be in Turabian format 
(parenthetical notes), in 12 point, Times New Roman font, and will include a summary 
description of the book, and critical interaction.  The reviews are due the first day of 
class.  150 points each; 300 points total.   L-O: A, D. 
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B. Final Exam: This will cover material discussed in class as well as assigned reading 
from Zacharias and Martin.  There will be both objective—true/false and multiple 
choice—questions, and essay/short answer questions on the Final. It will be given on 
Blackboard the week following class meetings.   (Only those portions of Z/M that are 
assigned below will be on the exam). 250 points. L-O): A, B, C.  

C. Paper:  The student will write a paper over a selected aspect of any major new 
religion covered in this course. The paper will be in Turabian format, using footnotes, 
and will be 12-15 pages in length (12 point font, Times New Roman).  The paper must 
include a defense of the biblical position on matters discussed.  Due June 27th.   250 
points (L-O: B, C).  

 
VII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

 
A. Scale 

A = 940–1000            A- = 920–939            B+ = 900–919 
B = 860–899              B- = 840–859            C+ = 820–839            
C = 780–819    C- = 760–779   D+ = 740–759   
D = 700–739    D- = 680–699   F = 679 and below 

Work Submitted late will be deducted 10%  for each day late (Sundays 
excepted.Th) .  

B. Reviews (150 points each)   300 Points 
Paper     400 Points 
Exam     300 Points 

 
 

VIII. Attendance Policies 
 

Do not plan to miss class. The course will depend on your contribution each day.  
Attendance will be taken and grades will be adjusted for unexcused absences according 
to the policies set forth in the Seminary and Graduate Catalog.   This class will move 
swiftly through the material and good reading comprehension and vigorous participation 
in class discussion will be absolutely necessary in order to do well in the course. 
 

IX. Other Policies  
 

A. Academic Misconduct 
Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited.  See The Graduate Catalog for 
specific definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 

 
B. Disability Statement 

Online students with a documented disability may contact the DLP Office of 
Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at dlpodas@liberty.edu to make 
arrangements for academic accommodations.  Residential students with a 
documented disability may contact the Office of Disability Academic  
Support (ODAS) in TE 127 for arrangements for academic accommodations. 
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C. Drop/Add Policy 

Consult the Graduate Catalog for drop/add policies. 
 

D. Dress Code (applies to classes meeting on campus) 
Students are expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in class.  
Consult your department for additional guidelines. 
 

E. Classroom Policies (applies to classes meeting on campus) 
 

1. The class will proceed in a lecture/discussion format. You must come 
each day having read and understood the assigned material. We will most 
often discuss the day’s reading in class. Always have your books with you 
so that you may refer to the assignment as needed.  Discussion must 
proceed “irenically”—that is “peacefully.”  Words and behaviors that 
intimidate or belittle other class members, or which disparage other 
religions will not be permitted. The approach to all questions, must be 
scholarly, and focused on analysis of ideas.  

2. Technology. Turn off cell phones in class or set them to operate silently. 
If you must leave class to take a call, do not plan to return during that class 
session.  In general, if you must use a computer in class, it will be for note 
taking only. If I catch you checking e-mail, playing solitaire, looking at 
YouTube, etc. you will be asked to leave and counted absent for the day 
(That will be embarrassing to you, too). Taking notes with a pen and paper 
is far, far preferable. You are welcome to tape the class sessions if you 
like.   You may NOT use MP3 Players, etc. during class.  You may not 
send or respond to text messages in class.  Cell phones/smart phones, all 
phones, must be kept out of sight.  

3. Make class attendance a priority. You should plan to run errands, etc. at 
other times. No errand is more important than being in class.  

4. You are welcome to use any material I give you in class or on 
Blackboard in your teaching/preaching ministry. I want it to be of help to 
the churches, not just languishing in your notes.  

5. Do not, however, ask me to provide my lecture notes/PowerPoints etc. 
for you—you should plan to take careful notes in class.  Note-taking is 
part of getting an education.  You cannot learn as much just sitting and 
listening.  

6. Visitors are always encouraged. Please introduce them to me before class 
begins.  I encourage you to bring your family members, visiting friends, 
etc. to class with you.  

7. You may bring coffee, soda pop, tea or bottled water to class. Eating in the 
classroom is NEVER permitted not even before class begins—not snacks, 
not sandwiches, not breakfast, not anything. 
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Course Calendar 
Key: Z/M= Zacharias and Martin    HRM=Hexham Rost and Morehead 
 
Monday  5/26/14 
 Introduction to the subject    Z/M  Ch. 1-3/Pike Ch.1/HRM Ch 1-4 
 Worldviews, Truth, and orthodoxy  Baptist Faith and Message/ZM Ch 18 
 Nineteenth Century America and Cults Z/M  Ch  8 Appendix B, C, D/ Pike Ch 3 
  
Tuesday   5/27/14 
 Traditional cults 
  Swedenborgianism/The New Church www.swedenborg.org  
       www.carm.org/swedenborgianism  
   
  Mormonism    Z/M Ch. 6  HRM Ch 8  www.lds.org  
       www.watchman.org  
  Mormonism today 
  Jehovah’s Witnesses   Z/M Ch 4 www.jw.org  
 
Wednesday 5/28/14      
 Traditional Cults continued 
  Christian Science   Z/M Ch 5 www.christianscience.com  
  Unitarian Universalism  Z/M Ch 11 www.uua.org  
  Unity     www.unity.org   
       www.unityinthesevenhills.org 
 
 Twentieth Century Offshoots of Christianity 
  The Unification Church  www.familyfed.org  
  Christadelphians/Scientology Z/M Ch. 13 Z/M 12  HRM Ch 8 
       www.christadelphia.org 
  The Family/The Way   www.theway.org  www.thefamily.org 
 
Thursday 5/29/14 
 New Age/Neo Paganism etc.  
  Introduction    Z/M Ch 14,; HRM Ch 9 Pike Ch 2, 4 
 
 New Age Movements--History  Z/M 15 
 Wicca 
 Neo Paganisms    Pike Ch 5/HRM 10, 11, 13 
  
 
 

Spiritism/Satanism/Atrology   Z/M Ch 7  HRM  12  Pike 7 
 
Friday 5/30/14 
 Ministry and Mission    Z/M 17, 19, 20  Pike, Ch 6  

HRM Ch 5, 6, Conclusion   


