
 
 
 

 
COURSE: PLED 961 
COURSE TITLE: CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL PROBLEMS IN MINISTRY 
FACULTY NAME: DR. CHARLES N. DAVIDSON 
PHONE NUMBER: 434 592 4241 
E-MAIL: CDAVIDSON@LIBERTY.EDU 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
A study of the basis for making decisions that have ethical aspects and of specific ethical 
problems encountered in the pastoral ministry and methodology and practice of biblical 
ethics as applied to such issues as abortion, euthanasia, in-vitro fertilization, capital 
punishment, government, war, race relations, marriage, divorce, personal and 
ecclesiastical separation, and worldly amusements. 

 
II. RATIONALE 

Christian leaders face ethical challenges and questions that could not have been imagined 
even a few years ago. Congregations look to their leadership for informed guidance on a 
plethora of ethical issues. It is important for ministers in every area of church life to be 
able to use the Bible accurately and clearly in teaching and preaching on ethical issues. 

Additionally, Christian leaders face personal ethical challenges. A course of this kind 
helps students develop an intentional lifestyle of obedience. 

 
III. PREREQUISITES 

A passion for academic excellence and a desire to live and minister intentionally as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ whose life exhibits obedience and faithfulness to the teaching of 
Scripture.  

 
IV. MATERIALS LIST (REQUIRED) 

 

Disbrey, Claire. Wrestling with Life’s Tough Issues: What should a Christian Do?  
 Fortress Press, 2008.   ISBN 9781598563146 
     
Geisler, Norman. Christian Ethics, 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2010.  
 ISBN 978-0801038792 
     
Gill, David W. Doing Right: Practicing Ethical Principles. Downers Grove: InterVarsity  
 Press, 2004.  ISBN 978-0-8308-3218 
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Reuschling, Wyndy. Reviving Evangelical Ethics. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008. ISBN   
 978-1-5-8743189-0 
 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED READING (READ AT LEAST 850 PAGES): 
 
Bonhoeffer, D. Ethics. Macmillan Publishing, 1955. ISBN 978-0684815015 
 
Feinberg, John S., and Feinberg, Paul D. Ethics for a Brave New World. Crossway, 2010. 
 ISBN 978-1581347128 
   
Kilner, John, Ed.. Why the Church Needs Bioethics. Zondervan, 2011. ISBN 978-
 0310328520 
 
Stassen, Glen H., and  Gushee, David P. Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in 
 Contemporary Culture. IVP, 2003. ISBN 978-0830826681 
 
Trull, Joe E., and Carter, James E. Ministerial Ethics. Baker, 2004. ISBN 978-
 0801027550 
 

V. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

The student will be able to: 

A. Distinguish between different kinds of ethical systems.  

B. Demonstrate ability to apply the Bible to modern ethical issues  

C. Discuss/articulate ethical issues with others in ways that facilitate understanding and 
application of biblical concepts. 

D. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different options for resolving ethical 
dilemmas in light of biblical teaching. 

E. Defend a select ethical option that best reflects a biblical perspective on specific 
issues. 

 
VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

A. Book Critiques. Students will write a critical critique of each of the four books 
required for this course. Each will summarize the contents and offer critical 
analysis of the books, including comparative analysis of their perspectives.  The 
book critiques will consider the following topics: You will have until 30 June 
2012 to complete this assignment. Email to me in a “word document format. Use 
Turabian format. Five pages minimum and seven maximum in length. You should 
begin ready this texts now before the class begins. 

1. Reuschling.   (LO: A)   

a. Summary of the three ethical systems.  
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b. Does she treat utilitarianism well? Is what she describes really an 
ethical system? Why or why not.  

c. Is her proposal that biblical ethics combines all three a valid 
proposal? Why or why not?  

2. Disbrey (LO  A, B, D, E) 

a. After a summary of the book consider how Reuschling would 
criticize her proposal for New Testament Ethics. What would 
Reuschling say and why?  

b. Consider whether Disbrey strays from a biblical perspective in any 
of her case studies—and how and why.  How would Gill advise the 
people on any of the issues she presents.  

3. Geisler (LO  A, B, D, E)  

a. Consider the “Ethical Options” he sets forth—are any of them 
similar to Wendy Reuschling’s?  If so how?  Which does he favor?  
Is he more nearly right than Disbrey, or should both of them listen 
to Reuschling—and why or why not?  

b. Then consider the “Ethical Issues” he discusses. Some of them are 
the same as the issues Disbrey discusses.  How does his “take” on 
them differ from hers?  Whose answer on these is better and why? 
Bring in Gill too on this discussion.  Does he offer a better 
perspective on certain issues than either Geisler or Disbrey? Also, 
are there areas that Disbrey does not consider that both Geisler and 
Gill do? In those areas which is more biblical and why?                    

4.        Gill   (LO  A, B, D, E) 

                    Summarize Gill’s content and consider how Gill’s principles 
compare with Reuschling’s holistic approach to ethics.  Are they saying the 
same thing in different ways, of are they  saying different things? Gill offers 
more specifics than Reuschling on living the Christian life, but would 
Reuschling say he is right, or would she argue for a different approach on the 
issues?  Then consider how Gill’s principles compare with Geisler’s 
absolutism.  You’ve considered this in the previous essay, but now be more 
specific—what issues do Gill and Geisler both consider and how are they 
similar and how are they different on those issues? Do they have different 
ways of arriving at their conclusions?  If so what are they?  

B. Attendance and participation (LO: A, B, C, D, E):  A major component of this 
course is class discussion. Students must attend all sessions and participate. 

C. Daily Evaluation Paper (LO: A, B, D, E):  On Tuesday morning, each student will 
turn in a 3 page summary/reflection based on Monday’s class sessions, focusing 
especially on new ideas the student has gleaned, or new understandings of 
specific issues.  The paper should reflect on how the day’s discussion will affect 
the student’s practical approach to the issues discussed, both in their personal 
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lives and in their ministry in the church.  On Wednesday, the same will be done 
regarding Tuesday’s discussion, and so on through the week.   

D. Final Exam  (LO: A, B, D, E):  On Friday, there will be a final exam given.  It 
will be all essay and will be a “capstone” exam where students will offer more 
mature reflection on issues considered in the reading and during the week.  
Students will be able to use their texts and other resources for the final exam. 

  
 

VII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points  

Book Critiques    500 pts 
Daily Reflections (Four of them, 35 Points ea) 100 pts 
Class Attendance and Participation  260 pts 
  
Final Exam    140 pts 
   

Total  1,000 pts 
 

B. Scale: 
940-1000 A 
920-939 A- 
900-919 B+ 
860-899 B 
840-859 B- 
820-839 C+ 
780-819 C 
760-779 C- 
740-759 D+ 
700-739 D 
680-699 D- 
679 and below F 

VIII. CLASSROOM POLICIES 
A. The class will proceed in a lecture/discussion format. You must come each 

day having read all of the assigned material. We will often discuss the day’s 
reading in class. Always have your books with you so that you may refer to them 
as needed. The approach to all questions, must be scholarly, and focused on 
analysis ideas. 
At times, the class will be divided into smaller groups to discuss a specific issue 
and then report back to the class.  The groups will remain the same throughout 
the week. You will be assigned to a group on the first day of class.  

B. Technology. Turn off cell phones in class or set them to operate silently. Make 
class attendance a priority. You are welcome to use any material I give you in 
class or on Blackboard in your teaching/preaching ministry. I want it to be of 
help to the churches, not just languishing in your notes.  



PLED 961-Contemporary Ethical Problems in Ministry 

  Page 5 of 6 

C. I will provide lecture notes/PowerPoints etc. for you—you should plan to take 
careful notes in class when applicable.   

D. Visitors are always encouraged. They are welcome to sit in on one class session 
during the course. Please introduce them to me before the class session begins.  I 
encourage you to bring your family members, visiting friends, etc. to class with 
you at some time during the week.  

E.  You may bring coffee, soda pop, tea or bottled water to class. The snacks         
  provided by LBTS will be allowed in the classroom.   
 

 
IX. OTHER POLICIES  
 

4. Academic Misconduct 
Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited. See The Graduate Catalog for 
specific definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 
 
5. Drop/Add Policy 

Consult the Graduate Catalog for drop/add policies. 
 

6. Dress Code   
Students are expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in class. 
Consult your department for additional guidelines. 
 

IX. CALENDAR 
 
Monday (9:00-4:00)   All Book Critiques are due on Monday of the last week of the 
course. Email them to me in a Word document format.  
            Introduction of course 
            Ethical Foundations 
 Use of the Bible in Ethics 
Tuesday (9:00-4:00)   First Reflective Paper Due by 9:00 AM (See VI. section 4 C) 
 Marriage/Family Issues 
 Gambling 
 Pornography 
 Internet 
Wednesday (9:00-4:00) Second Reflective Paper Due by 9:00 AM (See VI. section 4 
C) 
 Just War 
 Civil disobedience 
 Capital Punishment 
 Environmental issues 
Thursday (9:00-4:00) Third Reflective Paper Due by 9:00 AM (See VI. section 4 C) 
 Christian Faith in the Public Square 
 Homosexuality 
 Abortion 
 Politics—Salt and Light 
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Friday (8:00-12:00)  Fourth Reflective Paper due by 9:00 AM (See VI. section 4 C) 
 Christian Faith and the media 
            Final Exam 

 
X. STUDENTS WITH A DOCUMENTED DISABILITY 

Students may contact the Office of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) in DH 2016 to 
make arrangements for academic accommodations. For all disability testing 
accommodation requests (i.e. quieter environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the 
Tutoring/Testing Center is the officially designated place for all tests administered 
outside of the regular classroom. 


