
 
 
 

 
NBST697/THEO697 
TO THE JEW FIRST: AN EXPLORATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PAUL AND JUDAISM 
 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An examination of the Jewish backgrounds of Pauline theology. The course will explore 
the various theological emphases of Second Temple Judaism and analyze the various 
models proposed for understanding Paul’s intersection with Second Temple Jewish 
thought. Following an analysis of approaches, the course will explore some important 
areas where Paul’s Jewish background illuminates his theological formulations. 

 
II. RATIONALE 

Few exegetical factors are as important as historical context. By placing Paul squarely 
within a first century Jewish context, several important aspects of Paul’s theology 
become clearer. With this understanding in mind, a clearer articulation of Paul’s theology 
and argumentation as evidenced in his letters can be undertaken. 
 

III. PREREQUISITES 
None – NBST510 or NBST515-520 and NBST610 are recommended. 

 
IV. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE(S) 

Bird, Michael, ed. Four Views on the Apostle Paul. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 
Eisenbaum, Pamela. Paul Was Not a Christian: The Original Message of a Misunderstood 

Apostle. New York: HarperOne, 2009. 
Gager, John G. Reinventing Paul. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

VanderKam, James C. An Introduction to Early Judaism. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 
Zetterholm, Magnus. Approaches to Paul: A Student’s Guide to Recent Scholarship. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2009. 
*Additional article readings will be assigned during the class via email through 

Blackboard. 
 

V. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 
A. Computer with basic audio and video equipment 

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 
C. Microsoft Word  

(Microsoft Office is available at a special discount to LU students.) 
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VI. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
A. Discuss key issues in understanding the relationship between Paul and Second 

Temple Judaism. 
B. Analyze the various approaches concerning the relationship between Paul and 

Judaism. 
C. Defend a particular model or approach to the relationship between Paul and 

Judaism. 
D. Describe key aspects of the historical development of Second Temple Judaism. 

E. Summarize the most personally significant aspects of exploring the relationship 
between Paul and Judaism. 

F. Develop an an exegetical and theological analysis of a key aspect of Paul’s 
theology understood through the background of Second Temple Judaism. 

 
VII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS (NUMBER OF ASSIGNMENTS MAY VARY) 

A. Textbook readings and lecture presentations/notes 
B. Class Discussion 

The student will be expected to participate in classroom discussion at various points 
during the intensive week. Discussion participation will be assessed based upon the 
frequency and quality of the discussion. Students should come to class prepared by 
studying the assigned readings for each day. (MLO A). 

C. Book Critique/Method Defense 
Each student will be required to write a critical book critique of either Four Views 
on the Apostle Paul (ed. Bird) or Approaches to Paul by Zetterholm.  This 
critique should include a 2-3 page summary of the main methods or approaches 
presented in the book along with a 2-3 page defense of the method which the 
student believes is most defensible. The paper should be 4-6 pages in length. The 
paper should be written in accordance with Turabian style. The assignment will 
be submitted in Blackboard one week before the meeting of the intensive 
(5/11/2014) (MLO’s B, C). 

D. Jewish History Presentation 

The student will research a particular group, figure, movement, text, or event that 
was of particular significance during the Second Temple Period. Research should 
include the consultation of a minimum of 5 scholarly sources on the topic (avoid 
relying primarily on introduction or overview texts). The student will then give a 
10-15 minute presentation of their research during the intensive, summarizing the 
main details of the group, figure, movement, text, or event and its implications for 
understanding the New Testament, and in particular, Paul. Each student should 
consult with the professor at least 2 weeks prior to the class meeting to have their 
topic approved. The presentation should include a PowerPoint slideshow and a 
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bibliography of sources at the end. Only 1 presentation per topic will be allowed 
(MLO D). 

E. Intensive-Week Reflection Journal 

The student will submit 5 entries of 400-500 words in the Blackboard Journal 
assignment link following the end of each day of the intensive (M-T-W-Th-F). 
The journal entry should include a reflection upon the lectures, presentations, and 
discussions that took place each day in class. Each entry should include a 
reflection upon at least 1 new idea from the class which was particularly 
significant to the student and 1 existing belief which was either challenged or 
confirmed by the class. The assignment will be completed by the end of the 
intensive week (5/23/2014). (MLO E). 

F. Theology of Paul Research Paper 
The student will develop a research essay exploring the influence of Second 
Temple Judaism on a particular aspect of Paul’s theology. The paper should 
include a minimum of 8 scholarly sources pertinent to the topic, be oriented 
around a central and concise thesist statement, and should be a minimum of 10-12 
pages in length. The paper should be written in Times New Roman, 12-pt. font, 
double-spaced, and should follow Turabian style. The student should discuss the 
topic with the professor prior to researching and writing the paper. The 
assignment will be submitted through Blackboard by 7/15/2014 (MLO’s A, B, D, 
F). 

 
VIII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points  
Class Discussion 100 pts. 

Book Critique/Method Defense 225 pts. 
Jewish History Presentation 150 pts. 

Intensive-Week Reflection Journal 125 pts. 
Theology of Paul Research Paper  400 pts. 

Total Points  1000 pts. 
 

B. Scale 

940-1000 A 

920-939 A- 

900-929 B+ 

860–899 B 

840–859 B- 

820–839 C+ 

780–819 C 
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760–779  C- 

740–759 D+ 

700–739 D 

680–699 D- 

BELOW 679 F 

 

C. Assignment Policies 
All late assignments will be penalized with a deduction of 5% per day late. 
Assignments submitted 20 or more days late will not be accepted. All due dates 
posted in the syllabus are absolute. No extra credit will be offered. 

D. Attendance Policies 
The student is obliged to follow the attendance policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

E. Academic Misconduct Policies 

Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited. See the graduate catalog for specific 
definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 

F. Drop/Add Policies 
The student is obliged to follow the drop/add policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

G. Dress Code 

The student is expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in class. 
The code is described in the graduate catalog and may be amended with 
guidelines by the school of study. 

H. Classroom Policies  

The use of cell phones will not be permitted. The use of computers is provisional. 
The student will only be allowed to use a computer if he/she is taking notes 
during class. Surfing of the web, social networking, or any other activity on a 
computer that distracts the student from the lecture (in the opinion of the 
professor) will result in the forfeiture of the privilege of the use of the computer in 
class. Should one student’s behavior result in the forfeiture of the use of a 
computer for that student, the entire class may lose the privilege of the use of 
computers. 

I. Disability Assistance 
Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in DH 2016 to arrange for academic 
accommodations. For all disability test accommodation requests (i.e. quieter 
environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Tutoring/Testing Center is the 
officially designated place for all tests administered outside of the regular 
classroom. 
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J. Student Conduct Policy 

The student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a Godly and civil manner 
when addressing the professor or other students. While good healthy discussion 
will be expected and encouraged, at no time will personal attacks be tolerated. 
 

IX. CALENDAR 
Semester: The following calendar is a general representation of the course material and is 
subject to date adjustment if necessary. 

Date Lesson Assignment (MLO) Notes 

Pre-Course - - - Book Critique/Method 
Defense (MLO’s B, C) 

Due 5/11/2014 

5/19 Second Temple Judaism Class Discussion (MLO 
A); Jewish History 

Presentation (MLO D); 
Intensive-Week 

Reflection Journal (MLO 
E) 

 

5/20 Approaches to Paul and Judaism Class Discussion (MLO 
A); Intensive-Week 

Reflection Journal (MLO 
E) 

 

5/21 Paul in History Class Discussion (MLO 
A); Intensive-Week 

Reflection Journal (MLO 
E) 

 

5/22 Paul’s Theology Class Discussion (MLO 
A); Intensive-Week 

Reflection Journal (MLO 
E) 

 

5/23 Paul’s Theology Class Discussion (MLO 
A); Intensive-Week 

Reflection Journal (MLO 
E) 

 

Post-Course - - - Theology of Paul Research 
Paper (MLO’s A, B, D, F) 

Due 7/15/2014 

 


